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PREFACE

The first part of the present work has as its purpose to give
a brief survey of the history, customs and more important facets
of the Chuvash economic and political system. There are many
problems in securing data on conditions of life and operation of
many sectors of the economy in the Chuvash ASSR, since no non-
Soviet nationals have, to my knowledge, visited there for many
years. Further, the many books devoted to the USSR, Soviet and
otherwise, do not generally give any special discussion of Chuvashia,
but merely treat it as part of the over-all economic picture. Thus,
I conclude that life in the Chuvash ASSR cannot differ substantially
from life in other parts of the USSR, or RSFSR, and consequently,
that which holds true for the region as a whole regarding many
features must likewise hold true for the smaller Chuvash Republic
as well.

According to 1960 information from Intourist, and from the
consulates of the USSR in New York and Washington, Chuvashia is
not a closed area. However, Gorky and the Mordvin ASSR to the
west, and Kazan and the region as far as Sverdlovsk to the east,
are closed areas, and since Chuvashia and its capital Cheboksary
are not on any Intourist travel route, it is only theoretically pos-
sible to visit it. The writer's formal application of Spring, 1960,
to visit Chuvashia, at the time of the 25th International Congress
of Orientalists in Moscow {August, 1960), was not approved. A
second application has been refused submission by an official Amer-
ican representative of Intourist on the grounds that Cheboksary is
not on the Intourist list of cities which may be visited.

The Introduction presumes no previous knowledge about Chu-
vashia, or indeed about the Soviet Union. For the benefit of those
readers who may find it helpful, some sections have been prefaced
with general explanations, as the fact that the USSR has a state-
planned economy, or the outline of the Soviet educational system.

I must make it clear that I have drawn freely for information on
many existing standard reference works dealing with the USSR,
including the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia and even the Encyclopaedia
Britannica, both of which contained useful information not elsewhere
found. Owing to the nature of this material, I have followed the
practice of the Human Relations Area Files handbooks, and do not
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indicate the sources of well-known statistics and geographical facts,
except in some cases where the fact seems to require it. I should
be glad to reconstruct from my own notes, files and drafts the
source of particular statements for investigators.

In general, I have used Soviet sources cautiously, preparing,
in fact, the first draft of the Introduction from Western sources
before incorporating into it the material from the E.-‘.‘»_E}_ {Great Soviet
Encyclopaedia) and other Russian books. For instance, one encoun-
ters the statement in the BSE that Chuvash industry is well developed.
In a certain sense, this is true, but since agriculture is the chief
occupation of the country, and 80 pct of the population is rural,
it is obvious that such a statement must be qualified to mean that
Chuvash industry has greatly grown from its prerevolutionary state
{as a matter of fact, in 1959 it was 84 times its size in 1913}, and
that Chuvashia cannot be considered an industrial center of the sort
that its neighbor, Gorky, is. Soviet sources are fond of giving
statistics in percentages, and stating proudly that the output of this
or that increased 50 pct over some base year, without, however,
giving the base year figures. In this work, only numerical figures
are given, unless percentages are meaningful.

Pravda for 1960 has been scanned for items pertaining to Chu-
vashia and some useful facts about individual government figures
have been found., From such references, plus the §_§§ and other
Soviet books, a personality file of Chuvash figures, including de-
puties of the Supreme Soviet and Heroes of Socialist Labor, as well
of government officials when their names are given, has been begun.
Not all of these names have been included, but it is planned to con-
tinue this file, which can be made available for researchers.

I do not think that there is any particular reason for the relative
inaccessibility of Chuvashia to foreigners; the quality of its agri-
cultural output hardly qualifies it to be a breadbasket region like
the extensive farming areas of the Ukraine, and it seems unlikely
that it is important for strategic reasons, as being the site of mis-
sile bages or massed military camps. These possibilities cannot
be excluded, none the less. My feeling is that Chuvashia is, after
all, one of the rather unimportant and small areas of the USSR
populated largely by its own people who, under Soviet law, have a
guarantee to the continuation of their life, language, customs and
cultural heritage. In spite of Chuvashia's relative unimportance,
it is a part of the whole, a “cog in the machine,” even if a small
one, and may someday be the scene of important developments as
yet unforeseen. Thus, we cannot neglect being informed about this
people and region, and it is for this reason that the Introduction
has been prepared.




The second part, Grammar, is intended as a practical intro-
duction to the written Chuvash language for persons not necessarily
specialists, who wish to acquire a reading knowledge of contem-~
porary printed materials. The accompanying Reader contains texts
of this sort, as well as of folktales and poems, since both sorts of
text represent the same language in form and structure.

Attempts to locate speakers of Chuvash in the United States or
in Western Europe have not as yet been successful. Thus, the
present edition, in its grammatical portions, represents a general
synthesis and reworking of existing notions about Chuvash from
works in other languages (including native Chuvash grammars),
tempered by the statement of such structural features of Chuvash
as the writer has up to now discovered., Thus, for instance, it
has been possible to describe the sounds of Chuvash only by deduc-
tion from the sometimes vague and imprecise descriptions given
by other writers. The chief corpus for the phonology has been the
semiphonetic material recorded by Paasonen in 1900, to which
information from other sources has been added, Thus a strictly
controlled corpus would not be possible here.

In spite of this general drawback (which I would hope to correct
in a revision whenever a native speaker can be consulted), it is felt
that the present work can definitely be used to acquire a general,
if not an oral practical, knowledge of Chuvash. The student who
may later have the opportunity to visit Chuvashia or otherwise to
come in contact with Chuvash speakers ought soon to be able to
overcome his limitations in this regard. The work is written with
a view to the needs of those persons who may not have had the
advantage of prior instruction in any other Turkic language, or in
Russian or even a Western European language. Thus, it requires
no special attainments on the part of the reader except willingness
and capacity to learn. To this end, the student is warned in the
work of various beginner's pitfalls, even though these remarks
may not be necessary for every reader. It has not been possible
completely to avoid familiar grammatical terminology, and to pre-
sume some acquaintance with this on the part of the reader, but
the accompanying explanations and illustrations (frequently drawn
from the Reader) may be of assistance.

To the linguistic specialist I would only say that my description
is rather much an “Item and Process" one, although I have avoided
depending exclusively on the methods of any one school of linguistics.
I point out also that in the later units, I have not in every case stated
the suffixes in terms of morphemes and morphophonemes, but in-
stead have given tables of forms from which the student will readily
deduce the formation of new items. To state the morphemes often
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involves one in much use of zero allomorphs, and portmanteau
morphemes, and these explanations are, I feel, of no practical
value to the sort of student for whom this book is chiefly designed.

Since this work has been prepared entirely by me, I take full
responsibility for the views presented. On several issues, I have
taken a stand, even though I am not convinced that it is wholly cor-
rect, Hence, my view that palatalization is non-phonemic, or my
treatment of voiced stops and fricatives as conditioned allophones
to their unvoiced equivalents. Much of this can be readily resolved
after actual work with Chuvash speakers. Finally, I musat point
out that the practical analysis of some endings, especially verbal
ones, does not agree with the historical origin of these forms,
which, for the present purpose, is not of much import.

The Reader is divided into two major portions reflecting the
two basic types of material available today. The first section con-
tains graded contemporary materials of political or mundane con-
tent, taken from modern Chuvash books, and of widely varying
character. These twenty short selections (including two modern
short poems) are all in the Cyrillic script. This section is not as
long as might be desirable, because it is impossible to secure
adequate materials from Chuvashia; for instance, no newspapers
may generally be exported from an area of lower rank than a Union
Republic. These selections are replete with modern Russian words,
and in general have a fixed political orientation, The second sec-
tion of the Reader is the folkloristic, which is not restricted to
any time, and deals with the aspects of Chuvash daily existence
and imagination found in folktales. This section contains two fairly
long folktales, plus two texts with a religious base, thus reflecting
the orientation of materials published in the preceding century, as
well as about one hundred verses from the Chuvash romance poem,
Narspi. The inclusion of a religious parable, with its simple style

and familiar contents, is with no intent to proselyte, but may per-

haps be justified on grounds of dearth of materials. It must be
remembered that that selection is not a native text, but a translated
one.

It must be made clear that, in spite of the two different types
of reading material presented, there is no difference in language
involved, but only one of content. Thus, learning to read folktales
will prepare one to deal with the language as such, although it will
be necessary to learn more modern words later.

The student may first attempt to prepare several paragraphs
or passages with reference only to the accompanying Vocabulary
and to the Grammar as needed, In so doing, he should try to
analyze and understand every form and its usage. Depending on
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his success at this endeavor, he may then or later refer to the
translation of all selections to confirm his analysis, or to provide
the answer to his problem. This process may be then repeated.
Another way might be to read all the translations rapidly at a sit-
ting to gain the general outline of the stories. Then, having some
orientation in the subject {the captions provided may make this
course unnecessary), the student may try to work them out. Final-
ly, some time after the student has completed given selections, he
should return to them and re-read them rapidly to develop his
reading ability.

Accompanying the Reader and translations of the individual
selections is a Vocabulary containing all words occurring in the
Reader, as well as all, or nearly all, words occurring in the Gram-
mar {some words, added in the final revision, were not included).
Thus, it may function as a sort of Chuvash-English dictionary, to
which the student may add additional words as he learns them. The
Vocabulary, like the folkloristic reading selections, is given in
Latin transcription, and in the Latin order of the alphabet. This
is done, in the first place, because of the difficulty of preparing the
Vocabulary on two typewriters, and secondly, because the Latin
transcription is only a mechanical substitution of letters from one
alphabet into the other. A little practice will enable the student
quickly to find all words.

This study was prepared under the general supervision of Pro-
fessor John Lotz of Columbia University’'s Uralic and Altaic language
research center, operating under grants from the American Council
of Learned Societies, contracting with the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, as a part of the National Defense Education
Act of 1956, As the work has been performed entirely by myself,

I am solely responsible for its contents,

I acknowledge with thanks the assistance of my friend, William
H. Dougherty (Santa Fe, N. M.}, formerly vice-consul of the USA
in Moscow, for scanning Pravda, September, 1960 and on, for
items pertaining to Chuvashia, Yakutia and Mongolia. Pravda,
January-September, 1960, has been scanned by myself.

I must also thank Citizen ~~=wweww~ , of Leningrad, U.S.5.R,,
who specially secured for me some Chuvash books which were help~
ful in the preparation of this work. Finally, I dedicate this work
to the memory of Professor Kaare Grdnbech (1901-1957), with whom
I first studied Chuvash at the Central Asian Institute (Copenhagen)
in 1953.

Portland, Oregon John R. Krueger
January 15, 1961
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CHUVASHIA

§1. The USSR and the RSFSR

Although Europe i8 merely the western portion of the vast Asian
(or Eurasian) continent, it has traditionally been regarded as a
separate continent, largely because of the differing ethnic compo-~
sition of the inhabitants, some natural boundaries such as the Ural
mountain range, and for historical, cultural and other reasons.
Russia, in the original sense of the word, is European Russia, or
only that portion of Eurasia lying east of Europe proper, but west
of the Urals. What is generally known as Russia in the correct
sense of the word is the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic,
or RSFSR, composing essentially the Great Russian core of the old
Tsarist empire together with Siberia. The RSFSR, in turn, without
the addition of fifteen other Union Republics of equal political rank
(but of differing sizes and importance), located geographically on
the periphery of the USSR, makes up the largest Republic of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), and accounts for 75 pct
of the area of the USSR. The Soviet Union, as it is usually called,
is also frequently referred to in the press and by people at large
as “Russia.” Moscow, in addition to being the capital of the USSR,
is also the capital of the RSFSR, and the seat of nearly all govern-
ment ministries or departments, some of which exist in duplicate,
one for the RSFSR and another for the USSR as a whole.

The Soviet Union, unlike the United States and most European
countries, is a multi-national state, and not a single -nation state,
because it contains a vast number of ethnic groups and nationalities.
According to one source of 1941, there were 169 different races,
nationalities and tribes, speaking about 125 languages and dialects.
These figures, naturally, differ in different sources, because not
all researchers agree on what may constitute a distinct national
group, or even a language.

The USSR occupies one-sixth of the earth's surface, and has
about 10 pct of the world's population. The population of the USSR
was given in 1939 (which, up to now, has been the most recent
year for which fairly authoritative figures were available) as 170
million; an official estimate of 1948 placed the population at 193
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million, and a Soviet figure of 1956 gave the size of the population
at just over 200 million. The figures of the 1959 census which have
Just been released show the population to be 208,826,650 persons,
Russians constitute only about one-half (58 pct) of the population of
the USSR (although they make up 3/4 of the membership of the Com-~
munist Party, and thus have an influence disproportionate to their
numbers). The population of the RSFSR in 1939 was given as over
72 million rural and over 36 million urban, totalling over 109 mil-
lion. In 1953, a deduction made from the number of deputies to the
Supreme Soviet (the upper chamber of the highest legislative body)
gave the population as 117 million. The 1959 census repeats this
figure as 117,534,000 persons. Slavic groups (Russians, or, as
they are often called, “Great Russians,” plus Ukrainians, White
Russians, or Belorussians, and a few others) make up 78 pct of the
population of the USSR, and Russians alone 83 pct of the population
of the RSFSR. The Chuvash, who will shortly form the particular
object of discussion, comprise just under 1 pct of the population of
the USSR, and 1.2 pct (in 1959) of the population of the RSFSR. The
population of the USSR, it must be noted, is concentrated in a few
places, because vast areas are not suitable for settlement. Thus,
48 pct of the population is in 6 pct of the area, and conversely, 2/3
of the USSR area has only 6 pct of the population.

The RSFSR is divided into many smaller administrative and
political units of varying types, size and importance, which also
change slightly from time to time. According to one recent count,
there are 12 autonomous republics, 6 autonomous regions, 47 dis-
tricts (oblast'), 6 territories (krai), and some other smaller units
and self-governing towns. The autonomous republics (ASSR’s)
have, as their name implies, considerable freedom in some areas
of government, but are responsible to the government of the RSFSR
largely in areas involving state planning and government services.
The Union Republics even have the right to secede (though it is very
doubtful whether any would ever attempt to do so), to conduct in-
dependent diplomatic negotiations with other countries, and to have
their own formations in the Red Army.

§2. Location of Chuvashia

The Chuvash Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic {(or Chuvash
ASSR), also called Chuvashia, is one of the subdivisions of the
RSFSR, and was formed first as an autonomous area by decree




of June 24, 1920, and later declared an ASSR on April 21, 1925.
Most of its present territory was part of the old Simbirsk province
(guberniya) of the Tsarist regime, although the northern portion
belonged to the old Kazan province. It is located in a sort of
rectangle about 100 miles wide and 125 miles high, inside the crook
of the Volga river, which, after leaving the Moscow region flows
east and then bends south near Kazan to Ul'yanovsk and Kuibeshev.
The Volga thus forms the northern boundary (a small section of the
Republic lies on the other side of the river), a tributary of the
Volga, the Sura River, flows north into it and forms the left or
western boundary, and another tributary, the Sviyaga, likewise
flows north, parallel to the Volga now flowing south, and forms
part of the eastern boundary.

& o
Moscow Gorky Volga River

- 5'*0“~
/ /7“ ;A

z pd Z

»

o
Kazah
North
T Sura
N River

Sin;birsk

| ¢—— 125 miles

Thus, Chuvashia lies directly south of the Mari or Cheremis
ASSR, east of the Mordvin ASSR (both of these are Finnic peoples,
and have had considerable influence on the Chuvash as well a8 be~
ing influenced by them), and west of the Tatar ASSR, whose in-
habitants are, like the Chuvash, a Turkic people, akin to the other
Turks of the Central Asian plateau, and to the Turks of present-day
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Turkey. The capital of Chuvashia is called in Russian Cheboksary
(note that it declines like a plural, viz., B YeSoxcapax), and in
Chuvash Shupashkar (the name appears to be of Komi or Mari
origin to judge from the suffix -kar *city’, as in Syktyvkar or
Kudymkar in the Komi ASSR), and has a population of about 40,000,
thus placing it in about the 200th rank of Russian cities. It lies
about 375 miles (600 km. ) due east of Moscow, on the outer edge
of the railways encircling the national capital, but not itself on the
main east-west line, the Trans-Siberian railroad, which runs in-
stead to Kazaf, an important city to the east in the Tatar ASSR,
To the west lies the populous industrial center of Gorky (formerly
Nizhnii-Novgorod), and to the south, Ul'yanovsk (once Simbirsk).

The national capital, Moscow, lies about equidistant between
the western frontiers of the USSR and the Ural mountains, and
Cheboksary lies about equidistant between Mosacow and the Urals.
Chuvashia is ata latitude of 54°-56° North, corresponding to Canada
two or three hundred miles north of the Americanborder, andon a
par with Copenhagen and Edinburgh. It lies between 46°-48° of
east longitude. The approximate coordinates of Cheboksary are
56° 9' north latitude by 47° 15' east longitude.

§3, History of the Middle Volga Region and Chuvashia

Although paleolithic man lived in Russia, it was not until the
glaciers receded and the Neolithic Age began that the areas of
central and northern Russia were opened to human settlement.
Remains of a number of ancient prehistoric cultures have been
discovered by Russian archeologists. Closer to our time, the vast
interior zone of the Eurasian continent has through the centuries
of the preceding and present millenia been subjected to the succes-
sive control of various nomadic military empires, such as the Huns,
Avars, Khazars, Pechenegs, Cumans and Mongols, most of whom
were Turkic peoples, or allied to the Turks linguistically or eth-
nically. The name of a people called Hsiung-nu appears in Chinese
records as far back as 200 B, C., denoting a people to the west and
northwest of China, and usually assumed to refer to the Huns. The
name which is presumed to be that of the Turks, Chinese t'u-chileh,
does not appear until the 6th century A.D. These identifications
are, of course, not certain, but it is definitely known that the general
Central Asian plateau region was the scene of many tribal movements
and migrations, with various Turkic empires rising and falling as
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new groups came to the fore. Exactly which of these many groups
became known to the Chinese must remain a matter for conjecture.

The Bolgar Turks (this spelling will be used to help differen-
tiate from the Bulgarians of Bulgaria) were one of many such no-
madic waves which swept westward over the steppes from the fourth
to eleventh centuries. In the early seventh century, Bolgar tribes
founded Great Bolgary {or Bolgar the Great), a kingdom which soon
fell apart after the death of its leader, Kurt. Under pressure from
the Khazars, another Turkic tribe to the south, the Bolgars broke
up into various sections, one going north and settling on the middle
Volga (whose name, some conjecture, stems from Bolgar), and
several going west. One of the latter stopped in the lower Danube
region in 678 A.D, (near present-day Rumania and Bulgaria),
where they became known as the Danube Bolgars. This group was
gradually absorbed by the indigenous Slavic population, and left only
their name in Bulgaria as evidence of their existence. The other
group on the Middle Volga became known as the Volga Bolgars,
and are generally accepted to be the ancestors of the present-day
Chuvash, although their kingdom, it must be noted, was largely
on the left bank of the Volga, whereas the Chuvash ASSR today is
on the right bank, the Volga Heights, an area held by the Finnic
Mordvins in the 8th to 10th centuries. The two principal cities of
the Volga Bolgars were Bolgar and Suvar (Suvar, with the charac-
teristic change of original *r > z, became Suvaz, whence some
would derive the present-day name &4val ‘Chuvash’, if this is not
a Turkic or Mari loan). Bolgar was a large and important city,
and even today, its ruins may be seen some 30 km. south of the
confluence of the Kama and Volga.

It cannot be absolutely proven that the Chuvash are indeed the
direct descendants of the early Bolgars, but it does seem very
likely. Naturally, they have been subjected to much infusion and
influence, not only from Russian and Turkic peoples, but also from
neighboring Finnic tribes, with whom they were persistently and
mistakenly identified for centuries, perhaps aided by the fact that
the Chuvash language is a highly divergent form of Turkic, and
was not easily recognized as such, all other Turkic languages
except it and Yakut being quite close to one another. It might be
2 more cautious view, as some have suggested, to consider the
Chuvash to descend instead from the autochthonous population of the
region on which the Bolgars imposed their rule. There are others
who claim that this reluctance to identify the present-day Chuvash
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with the ancient Bolgars has been fostered by Soviet scholars under
instructions to cast doubt upon the relationship, with a view to
decreasing the fervent Chuvash nationalism which once drew on

its proud history for sustenance.

Racially, the Chuvash seem to be a mixed Finnic and Turkic
type, with rounded heads and generally flat features, and light
eyes.

In the Kievan period of Russian history, that is, Russia from
the 9th century Varangians down to the Mongolian invasion of the
13th century (more precisely, 878-1237), the Russians occupied
the European part of Russia only, and not all of that. The Middle
Volga region, as we have seen, was held by the Volga Bolgars,
with whom the Russians had close commercial ties, and with whom
they also occasionally fought, as in 965 when they plundered Bolgar,
and again in 985 when a rather indecisive war was waged. The
lower Volga region was still held by the Khazars, a powerful Turkic
kingdom believed by most to have been linguistically allied to the
Bolgars, but leaving no modern descendants. The Khazars had
been converted to Judaism in 965, but the Volga Bolgars had ac-
cepted Islam in 922, thus becoming the northernmost outpost of that
religion at that time. The Russians destroyed the Khazar kingdom
at the end of the 10th century, giving themselves thereby an outlet
to the Caspian sea.

The Volga Bolgars, like their neighbors the Cumans, were
intermediaries between Russia and the Orient, and a commercial
treaty between the Russians and the Volga Bolgars was signed in
1006. Beyond this Islamic zone east and southeast of Russia were
other Turkic and Mongolian peoples engaged in their own struggles.
Although there were economic ties between the Russians and the
Volga Bolgars, religion was a great barrier to intellectual and
social intercourse in this period, although much influence can be
seen in the Oriental patterns of the decorative arts.

At the beginning of the 13th century, Russian-controlled ter-
ritory extended east roughly in a line north and south, about half-
way the distance between Moscow and Cheboksary, some 200 miles.
The Russian princes would have subjected the Bolgars to their
suzerainty with a view to having control over the entire course of
the Volga (rivers throughout Russian history having been important
avenues of communication, transportation and conquest), but this
was not to be. In the 13th century, there occurred an event of
truly earth-shaking magnitude, the Mongolian invasion. The
Mongolian empire under Chinggis Khan (less correctly, Genghis




Khan) had rapidly expanded during his reign (1206-1227) from a
loose confederation of Mongol and Turkic tribes to a powerful
empire, which ranged from China as far as Kiev and the Dnepr
River, controlling the entire steppe area. After Chinggis Khan
died, his four sons divided up the empire, the region in which Chu-
vashia is located going to Juchi the eldest. He controlled the lands
from Persia to the valleys of the Don and Volga rivers, and his
kingdom became known as the Golden Horde (horde is from a Turkic
word meaning the palatial tent of a ruler). Juchi's second son,
Batu-Khan, succeeded his father and increased the territory of the
Golden Horde during the early 13th century. It was at this time
that both Bolgars and Russians fell victim to the Mongolian on-
slaught of Batu-Khan, which levelled Bolgar in 1236-1237. The
entire region controlled by him rapidly became Turkicized and the
Islamic religion introduced.

The Russian princes were completely subjected to the Golden
Horde Khans, for they not only had to pay tribute to them, but their
ascension to power had to be confirmed by the Khans, and a special
trip for this purpose made. The Mongols did not however interfere
in internal Russian affairs, as long as tribute was paid promptly.
In the middle and end of the 14th century, the fortunes of the Golden
Horde wavered owing to various quarrels about succession, and
through increasing pressure brought by the Russian princes of the
west. The Golden Horde began gradually to break up into smaller
appanages, and a khanate formed in Kazad in the middle of the 15th
century controlled the area of present-day Chuvashia. In 1480 the
Russian princes flatly refused to pay any more tribute, and begin-
ning an assault against this region in 1546, Ivan IV (the Terrible),
led a successful attack in 1552 against Kazasd, thus bringing this
territory under Russian control for the first time.

The stretches of the Middle Volga were the scene of two or
three centuries of intermittent struggle between the Rusasian con-
queror~colonists and the Finnic and Turkic peoples, which did not
really conclude until the last of the peasant uprisings had been
quelled. The history of the 16th century is one of slow Russian
advance eastward, gradually absorbing and Russifying the former
Golden Horde areas. By 1650, Chuvashia seems to have been well-
incorporated into the central Moscow state, or Muscovy. In the
17th century, there was much peasant unrest in many areas, es-
pecially along the Volga. A peasant revolt of 1667, led by the
Cossack or frontiersman Stenka Razin (he famed in song), lasted
for about three years, during which time he gained much control
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over the middle and lower Volga region. The peasants continued
to be mistreated and exploited under the serf system, and their
discontent led to further revolta, such as the famous Pugachov
rebellion of 1773, the central theme of Pushkin's story, “The Cap~
tain's Daughter.”

Asg we have seen, this region of the middle Volga was among
the first to witness an early Russification, and the introduction of
Russian feudal institutions, against which the peasants later rose
in repeated revolt. The economy of 17th century Russia was based
on cultivation of the land by serf labor, the land being divided among
the princes, the Church, the State, the Tsar and a few free peasants.
Serfdom seems, however, to have applied only in part to the middle
Volga region, for in 1781-1783, the northern Chuvash territory
{of the Kazad guberniya or province) had less then 20 pct serf pop-
ulation; the southern territory {under the Simbirsk province) had
more, between 20 and 40 pct. By 1860, this was up to 15 pct in the
first case, and between 36 to 55 pct in the second. At the time of
emancipation of the serfs in 1861 (curiously paralleling the freeing
of the slaves in America), the nobility and gentry held the land,
and serfs belonged to it as workers. Now the land has been nation-
alized and the farmers or peasants still do not own it, but cultivate
for the state on collectively-operated farms (kolkhozy).

From the 17th century on, the history of the Chuvash region,
divided between the Simbirsk and Kazad provinces, was completely
merged with that of the Russian state, of which it formed an inter-
gral part, just as, let us say, Nebraska was a part of the United
States after it was definitely settled and achieved statehood. Thus
a history of the later times becomes largely a retelling of general
Russian history until the formation of the Chuvash national state
in 1920.

Conditions grew worse for the serfs, until they were eventually
freed, but this only meant that the more capable peasants rose to
the top by hard work (and good land), and that many poor people
still remained. Russian industry, manufacturing and exploitation
of natural resources developed during these centuries too, laying
the foundations for a modern state. However, it was not until the
Great October Revolution of 1917 that the new government began
the programs which united the people under a new leadership, and
raised Russia to its present position of world importance.




11

§4. Geography and Climate

The geography of the USSR may be divided into five lateral
bands of climate, passing across the country from west to east,
and of unequal width and importance. The first is the tundra, a
narrow strip along the Arctic Ocean. The second is the forest
zone, running from westernmost European Russia to the Pacific,
and consisting of plains, and coniferous and deciduous forests.
Chuvashia is located on the southern boundary of this zone. The
third, fourth and fifth zones are the treeless steppe region, the
desert and subtropical regions, and do not concern us here.

Chuvashia is thus located in what is usually called the Forest
Steppe Zone, an area originally covered by deciduous forests, but
now largely cleared for the present-day farmland. Large forest
areas remain, especially in the southern and southwestern part of
Chuvashia, but in the north and northeast, the forest area exists
only in patches.

The Chuvash region being on the Volga is naturally drained by
it and by its local tributaries, the Sura and the Sviyaga. There
are quite a few other rivers or streams, whose valleys are at the
lowest elevation of the area, having cut their way down from the
higher elevation of the hills. These valleys average 150 to 200 feet
above sea level. The Volga River traverses the Republic for about
80 miles in the north, a small portion lying on the other bank across
from Cheboksary. The streams include the Sura, Sviyaga, the Big
Tsivil, the Bezdna (‘bottomless'), Kirya, Karla, Bula, Kubnya and
others. The Sura is navigable throughout the 150 miles of its course
in Chuvashia.

The middle reaches of the Volga from Gorky to Kuibeshev flow
through a comparatively densely populated wooded steppe region,
where expanses of forest land have been felled and the black earth
is intensely cultivated. The stretches of farmland are broken by
groves of trees and narrow strips of forest; here and there villages
can be seen with their belfries rising. The Volga at thia point varies
from one to two miles in width, and lumber cutting has since 1931
not been allowed within one kilometer of the Volga on either side.
The right bank of the Volga {facing downstream) is called the cliff
bank; the left being the meadow bank, and rises high and steep up
to 600 feet from an average elevation of 300-400 feet. The channel
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for boats lies mostly near the right bank, which is subject to fre~
quent landslides., No bridges cross the Volga in the territory of
the Chuvash Republic. According to some recent maps in Pravda,
various hydroelectric power installations are in process of con~
struction in this area, and thus some new developments may be
expected,

The altitude of the region in general averages from 300 to 500
feet, with heights up to 800 or even 1000 feet. The western (right,
actually, southern at this point) bank of the Volga, the so-called
Volga Heights, is considerably higher than the eastern bank (at
this point, the northern), and secures a better rainfall for that
area, making more agriculture possible. The Ural mountains are
some distance from Chuvashia, but they do not, in any event, make
a sharp climatic break between eastern Russia and western Siberia.

The climate of Chuvashia is of the cold temperate type, thus
being not too favorable to agriculture, which fact, combined with
the generally poor soil of the region, further restricts this main
occupation of the province. The climate is formed by action of the
Arctic and Western Atlantic air masses. The average temperature
of winter is about 10°F., and of summer, about 65°F. The mean
annual precipitation is 16-20 inches, of which 40 pct falls in the
summer. In the period of October to April, or from 140 to 180 days
each year, there is a snow cover, totalling 16 to 24 inches. In June
and July there are frequent thunderstorms. The prevailing winds
are southwesterly, and bring sand from the steppe in the hot sum-
mer, thus covering the crops with dust.

Chuvashia lies on about the 55th parailel of North Latitude, the
same parallel as the lower part of Canada, passing about through
the middle of the western provinces (British Columbia, Saskachewan,
Alberta, Manitoba). Chuvashia is in the third hour zone from Green-
wich, thus there is one hour's difference in time from Moscow,
which is two hours from Greenwich Mean Time {(GMT). Thus noon
in Cheboksary is 9 a. m. in London, 4 a.m. in New York, and 1 a.m.
in Portland, Oregon,

The best small map which is readily available is that in Volume
47 of the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia, facing page 448. The names
of all cities, towns and villages in Chuvashia which are on this map
have been pulled, and made into a gazetteer which will be found on
pages 45-49 of the present work. Another simpler map giving only
the chief cities and rivers accompanies this book (p. 44).
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§ 5. Population and Settlement

The Chuvash ASSR covers an area of 6,909 square miles
{18,300 sq. km.), and has always been densely settled. In 1913,
there were 46,3 persons per square verst, in 1926, 48.9 per square
km. , and in 1939 between 52 and 78 per square mile. According
to the most recent figures (of the _§§_’.___E), most of Chuvashia ranges
from 60 to 90 persons per sq. km., and the southwest forest por-
tion, from 25 to 50 persons per square km.

The population is remarkable among regions of the USSR for
having such a high percentage of persons of the dominant ethnic
strain, there being about 80 pct speakers of Chuvash by national
origin in 1926, The population is further a largely rural one,
around 80 pct being located on farms and in rural communities.

The urban population is thus largely a Russian one, 85 pct of the
city-dwellers being Russian. Although Chuvashia has more native
speakers of Chuvash than any other region, there are sizeable
numbers of Chuvash in neighboring republics, especially in the

Tatar ASSR to the east. Considerable numbers of Chuvash live in
the Bashkir ASSR, in Ul'yanovsk (Simbirsk), Kuibeshev, and Saratov,
and some in Siberia and other places. The writer has been unable

to learn of any Chuvash colonies in Western Europe or in America,
although there may be some individual Chuvash speakers in large
Western cities.

Chuvashia is approximately the size of one of the smaller New
England states, as, for example, Connecticut {5,000 square miles,
ranking 48th in size out of 50), or a small eastern portion of a
state such as Pennsylvania or Nebraska. It is considerably smaller
than Belgium or Holland. In population its size compares with
Nebraska and Colorado (1,325,000 in 1950}, or with Oregon (1,521,000
in 1950).

Since there are considerable numbers of Chuvash speakers
outside of the Chuvash ASSR proper, it is possible to give figures
both for the population of Chuvashia as well as for the total number
of persons professing Chuvash as their native tongue. To consider
first the number of persons in Chuvashia, it is known that the old
Simbirsk province in 1897 had a population of 1,527,848, and that
the same census revealed a total of 843,755 speakers of Chuvash
there and in other regions of old Russia. The Chuvash ASSR is,
however, considerably smaller than Simbirsk province was. The
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population of the Chuvash ASSR has been variously given as follows.

1926 census 894,479
1939 census 1,077,614
1941 estimate 1,132,360

1956 estimate (BSE) 1,095,000

In 1939, the population was divided 131,533 urban as against 946,081
rural. According to figures of the 1959 census, 90 pct of those
claiming to be Chuvash consider the Chuvash language to be their
native tongue.

The apparent logs in population between 1941 and 1956 may
perhaps be explained by inaccurate estimation, as the Chuvash re-
gion was never invaded by the Germans, and apparently did not
suffer serious war deprivations or from scorched earth policies.
(The Germans, on the other hand, were making serious prepara-
tions to bring the Chuvash under their control when they had ulti-
mately advanced to their territory, by preparing grammars, Chu-~
vash phrasebooks, and by giving classes in the language.) There
has also been in the USSR a considerable exodus of persons to larg-
er centers of population, and this may explain the apparent loss of
numbers.

The growth of the number of Chuvash speakers, in all regions
wherever they may be, may be shown as follows.

1892 752,300 {(For six provinces only)
1897 843,755

1920 1,062,005

1926 1,117,419

1939 1,367,930

1941 1,437,424 Estimated.

1959 1,470,000 From 1959 census.

Thus we may reckon the number of speakers of Chuvash at
nearly a million and a half, or perhaps as a million and a quarter,
because, according to the last census, only 90.8 pct of them con-
sidered Chuvash to be their native language. This would mean
that the Chuvash ASSR would contain just under one million Chuvash
who still used Chuvash as their native tongue,

Chuvashia is represented according to its population in the
upper chamber of the Supreme Soviet, and according to its regional
status in the lower chamber (the Soviet of Nationalities), which has
657 electoral seats. The sixteen Union Republics are entitled to
25 seats each, the ASSRs like Chuvashia to 11 seats each, and so
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on down to the smallest areas with one deputy each. According to

one source, 11 deputies of 16 were Chuvash by origin, but it was
not clear of which house these representatives were deputies.

§6. Cities and Towns of Chuvashia

CHEBOKSARY, the capital on the Volga, founded 1555, is the
administrative center of Chuvashia, and has a population of about
40,000, It has a radio station, daily papers, a theater and a mu-
seum. There are also sawmills, printing works, and small indus-
tries devoted to dried fruits, starch and syrup, alcohol, flour and
leather goods. There is an oil-pressing factory, some steam flour
mills, and small-scale hemp, fulling and metal industries. There
is a cotton fabric plant, and a textile combine. There is also minor
production of electric appliances; tractor spare parts, liquor, vodka
and beer, pastry and macaroni, and stockings.

KANASH (formerly Shikhran), south of Cheboksary, is a timber
and grain center, and because it is the junction of several railway
lines (including the Trans-Siberian which passes through it from
Gorky on its way to Kazar), is the site of an important railroad car
repair works, begun in 1936, which repairs one-seventh of the rail-
way cars in the USSR, As 1,130 workers were reported as being
Stakhanovites (those superior in production to assigned quotas),
there must be several thousand in all employed at this repair works.
The population of Kanash is around 35,000. There is also some
grain-milling, a foundry and welding works, meat processing, bread
and poultry plants, and a motor repair works.

ALATYR, in the southwest of the Chuvash ASSR, has metal-
working and sawmilling industries, and manufactures clothes and
knitted goods. It has an important locomotive repair works, founded
before the Revolution (as one worker was reported with 30 years of
service, this must be correct). Its population is about 40,000, and
according to one source, even larger than Cheboksary. There are
also starch and syrup works, dried fruit processing, a footwear
factory, and a tobacco {(makhorka type) plant. Alatyr also manu-
factures skis and accordions.

SHUMERLYA is an important site for the making of furniture,
and as 500 men are reported as having overfulfilled the five-year
plan, there must be up to several thousand people employed in this
furniture works. The population is about 10,000, There is also a
brick works and a tannin-extract factory.
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Other cities contain such things as a shipbuilding yard, and a
chemical plant making phosphate meal from the phosphor deposits
of Chuvashia, as well as other chemicals from the oil shale depos-
its extensive there. The locations of these are not known. In
Kozlovka, there is a house-building combine which makes prefab-
ricated houses for transshipment to treeless areas of the USSR, as
the Donbas, the Urals, Bashkiria, etc. In Vunary there are im-
portant chemical works. In the towns of Shorkistry, Ivanovo and
Cheboksary there are brick plants. Tsivilsk has a cotton fabric
plant, as does Sundyr!.

Chuvashia is further subdivided into smaller districts called
regions (raion), of which there are 26, corresponding to counties
in the United States, Their names will be found in the Gazetteer.

§ 7. Natural Resources; Fauna

As briefly noted before, Chuvashia is predominantly an agri~
cultural and forested region, and is not rich in natural resources
such as coal, oil or metals, at least, not in sufficient amounts to
be mentioned in economic geographies of the USSR. In spite of the
forests covering one~third of the Republic, there does not appear
to be any large-scale paper industry (there is some), and most of
the wood goes into local building (Russia is poor in building stone
anyway). There do appear to be deposits of phosphates, cement,
raw materials and oil shale. The oil shale, a low calorie type of
local fuel, with a low heat value and a high ash content, exists in
fairly large reserves along the right bank of the Volga (mostly near
Ul'yanovsk, now no longer a part of the Chuvash ASSR), and ex-
traction from this shale is underway. Deposits of peat have been
found, and the reserves are calculated at 46,814,000 cubic meters.

The local lumber is processed in sawmills along the rivers,
and some is sent to paper mills in Gorky. There are also paper,
cellulose and woodworking plants at Shumerlya in Chuvashia. The
oak, pine and other trees grown in the southwest are used largely
for the furniture industry, and for railroad ties, The timber growth
of Chuvashia is given as oak, 23 pct, birch 21 pct, linden 14 pct,
plus other trees such as alder.

Industry of the heavier sorts does not exist on any scale, al-
though there is considerable light manufacturing. Gorky to the
west, however, manufactures motor vehicles, tractors, diesels,
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airplane engines, barges and steamers. The gross output for all
industry in Chuvashia was divided as follows for 19562

1. metalworking 15 pect
2. chemical 11 pct
3. woodworking 16 pct
4, textile 12 pct
5. food industry 22 pct
6. conatruction & other 24 pct

100 pet

The timber resources of Chuvashia, much like those of this
country in earlier days, were seriously endangered at one time
because of poor cutting, and lack of any planned program of tree
replacement. A recent report by an American West Coast lumber
expert who visited timbering areas in the USSR stated that logging
methods there were similar to those employed in this country 75
years ago, that is, with widespread indiscriminate cutting in the
areas close to industrial development, leaving further areas in the
hinterlands untouched. If this is true of Russian logging as a whole,
one may also expect it to be true of the Chuvash timbering industry.
No doubt progress is being made to overcome these poor practices,
but no information about any replacement program has been noted.
Pictures in Chuvash books show lumbermen using portable power
saws, apparently chain-driven from a small internal combustion
engine. Other pictures show the widespread use of cranes and
trucks in the processing of timber.

The soil resources available to Chuvash agriculturalists cannot
be compared to those of the great central Chernozem region (the
rich black soil of the Ukraine), but are podsolized or degraded soils
of an ash~-gray color, and leached black soils.

No report has been found to indicate that there is any sizeable
production of power in Chuvashia, as hydroelectric or other. There
are, of course, local electric plants, as in Cheboksary, for domes~
tic needs., Hydroelectric power is not feasible for year-round oper~
ation because of the rivers being frozen four to six months of the
yvear, during which time solid fuel must be used. Moreover, the
Volga is exceptionally wide at this point, which would make dam-~
ming difficult, from Gorky on to Ul'yanovsk. According to a 1953
report {Sredneye Povolzh'e, p. 245), a powerful hydroelectric
station was to be built at Cheboksary, but no further information
has been found, There is, for instance, a small hydroelectric
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station on the Bula river operated by and for the Voroshilov Kolkhoz
of Yantikovo village, Yal'®ik district. In four years of the five-year
plan, 66 such kolkhoz electric plants were built, and 22 fuel-oper-
ated plants, 163 of 755 kolkhozes are electrified {or about 22 pct),
and 14 or 32 machine-tractor stations are electrified, or about half.

Pravda of November 2, 1960 (p. 3), in an article dealing with
electrification, shows that some electric power plants have been
constructed in the Chuvash area, but as the map is small and the
scale is large, it is not known exactly where these are or how large
they may be.

Fauna

The natural fauna found in the Chuvash woods include fox, lynx,
badger, wolf, brown bear, elk, squirrel, and several kinds of
grouse. On the steppe region, there are gophers, marmots, pole-
cats, hamsters, quail and lark. Along the rivers live otters, water
rats, muskrats, mink, ducks and beaver. In the rivers may be
found carp, chub, pike and perch.

§8. Occupations of the Chuvash

The customs of the Bolgars on the Volga were very similar to
those of the Khazars. They traded, fished and cultivated the land.
In summer they took to their horses and lived in the steppes, and
in winter they lived in their towns. The steppe dwellers were
herdsmen and horse~ and cattle-breeders, and occasionally the
two groups came into conflict. In the 1400's the Chuvash were
engaged in animal trapping in the forests, and in agriculture, the
latter of which was their chief occupation. The non-Russian peoples
here formed compact islands, and were both numerous and contig-
uous to each other. It was in the towns that the majority of Russian
settlers were and continue to be. In addition to agriculture, there
were in the towns and cities small numbers of carpenters, bridge-
builders, saddlers, boot and shoemakers, makers of household
utensils, potters, tailors, bakers and various village smiths and
artisans., Wooden articles, as furniture, barrels, wagons and
shovels were widely made.

In their cultivation of the land, the peasants employed simple
techniques like those of other countries, as using an animal~-drawn
wooden plow to turn over the soil, and some other crude agricultural
implements, as hoes and sickles. Such a type of agriculture could
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support only a few persons, leaving little for marketing or barter
for other needs. What was not used for one's own consumption
went to the Church, the State and for other taxes in kind.

Until very recent times, Russia and the USSR were a land of
peasants, or farmers, in which the land, not the town, predominated.
In the 19th century, some important urban centers devoted to in-
dustry and with an urban population did arise, but not until after the
Great October Revolution did people move in large numbers to the
cities. Whereas 4/5 of the population lived in the country in 1926.
now over 1/3 of the population i8 in cities of over 100,000 persons.
In 1863 there were 13 cities over 50,000, in 1897, there were 44,
and in 1939, there were 175 cities of more than 50,000. According
to the 1959 census, 48 pct of the population is urban.

Before the Revolution, there was hardly any use of agricultural
machinery, plowing being done with small wooden plows, and most
harvesting done with scythe and sickle. Now farming equipment is
concentrated in the Machine Tractor Stations (MTS’s), which may
serve twenty or thirty collective farms (kolkhozy) in that area.
There are 32 MTS's in Chuvashia. These MTS's are operated by
the state, and work under contract to the kolkhozes to do a certain
amount of work within a certain period. The advent of large~scale
mechanization did away with the three~field system and the old
strip-farming technique of the peasant. The land under cultivation
has been increased, as has the harvest yield per acre, and the
animal husbandry has been improved.

§9. Agriculture

In old Russia, peasants lived together in small villages form-~
ing communities of farmers., They employed largely the three-field
system in which the land was divided into winter wheat and winter
rye, another in spring crops, and the third being left fallow. Crops
were then rotated from field to field. The land was usually divided
into many small strips, each peasant having a number placed at
random over the fields, which made them lose much time as they
went with their tools from strip to strip. The strips could not be
consolidated because the quality of various fields varied, and this
might result in an inequitable distribution.

As early as the 15th and 16th centuries, the members of the
Peasant community were bound by an obligation to pay taxes to the
state. The major landowners were the Tsar, the landholding
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nobility and the monasteries. The serf system, which was little
short of slavery, had arisen as a requirement for a social organi-
zation that would provide military manpower, and enable the state
to receive taxes whereby it could carry on armed conflict. Many
restrictions against the enserfed peasants continued to be passed,
until finally their burden became truly intolerable. It was not easy,
however, to cast off the entire system, although many leaders
recognized it as inhumane, because of the serious social problems
that doing so would entail. Serfdom was finally abolished in 1861,
and land allotted to the peasants under a sort of 49-year mortgage
which repaid the feudal owners in part for their loss.

The abolition of distinctions attendant upon emancipation enabled
those peasants who were smarter or had better land than their neigh-
bors to rise gradually above them, by controlling more property,
and even employing other peasants to work for them. Thus, by 1900,
there were about one million rich peasants whose holdings were
nearly six times as large, on the average, as that of a small peas-
ant (126 acres vs, 19 acres). These peasants later became known
as kulaks.

Under such a system of privately operating individual agri-
culture, it was difficult for the state to make 25 million individual
peasants grow crops as needed for the nation’s economy, instead
of as they singly wanted to grow them, considering their potential
profit. It was thus some years after the Revolution that the Soviet
government introduced a program of collectivization, whereby
farmers were united into larger groups to farm state land, and
thus to produce what the planned economy of the state dictated. One
can imagine how bitterly this program was resisted, but in the end,
force prevailed, although the Soviet régime (as in the case of its
battle against religion) had to compromise, and allow peasants
small individual plots to till for themselves several days a week,
working the state lands the remaining days. These plots vary from
1/2 to 2 and 1/2 acres (1 hectare maximum), and may even include
a few head of livestock. As part of collectivization, it was neces-
sary to eliminate the kulaks {who had the most to lose and naturally
fought the hardest), even to the extent of mass killings and deporta-
tions to other parts of the USSR, Although suffering setbacks, the
Soviet program eventually triumphed, and by 1936, over 90 pct of
the peasantry was collectivized.

According to 1938 figures, Chuvashia is located in that region
of the USSR in which land is most heavily cultivated, from 60 to
80 pct being in crops. In the eastern portion of Chuvashia, over
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80 pct is in grain, with somewhat less, 70 to 80 pct, in the western
portion, of the total area sown. Relatively little wheat, in com-
parison with the great wheat areas, is grown, this ranging from
none to 30 pct in different areas. Rye is more widely grown, over
30 pct being devoted to this crop. Oats ranges from 10 to over 20
pct in places. Less than 10 pct is in barley, and potatoes range
from 3 to 10 pct of the crop. Pasture and meadow land constitute
from 10 to 20 pct of the total agricultural land in Chuvashia, and

5 to 10 pet is devoted to fodder crops (food for animal consumption).

According to 1956 figures from the BSE, of the total field area,
48 pct is plowed, 32 pct forested, 4 pct is in hay land, and 6 pct
in pasture. Grain accounts for 62 pct of the plowed area, with 12
pct in potatoes and vegetables, 23 pct in fodder, and 3 for technical
purposes (buildings and the like). The grain figure is broken down
further into 47 pct winter rye, 22 pct cats, 15 pct spring wheat,
and 8 pct legumes. Kolkhozes, or collective farms, have four
subsidiary operations: cattle, hogs, sheep and poultry.

In 1956, a program to grow corn in Chuvashia began, and ap-
pears to have been rather successful (see detailed article in Pravda,
February 5, 1960, page 3 bottom).

As can be seen from the foregoing, the main crops are rye,
oats and potatoes, with some growing of flax in the northwestern
portion. There is also production of pigs, cattle and poultry with
its attendant eggs, but this seems to be largely for kolkhoz and
individual consumption. The State Incubator and Poultry Station
sends 120,000 chicks annually to kolkhozes.

Small amounts of buckwheat, spelt, hemp and tobacco, peas
and lentils are also grown, as well as berries, honey, and apples
in small quantities, Chuvashia is among the leading producers of
hops in the Soviet Union, supplying 25 to 40 pct of the crop grown
in the RSFSR. Some success in growing the dandelion-like plant
kok-sagyz, a source of natural rubber, has been had, but the chief
production of this seems to be further south than Chuvashia. A
small silk industry also functions in the south of Chuvashia.

According to one source (the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol. 5,
pp. 689-690), Chuvash horses, sheep, cattle and pigs are underfed
and undersized, but cattle, meat, wood and hides are exported any-
way,

The chief imports are salt, kerosene and ironwares. Thereare
many bazaar centers, and several large annual fairs, the biggest
being that of Cheboksary.
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The number of cattle announced in early 1960 as the target goal

for 1960 was 12,000 head, to be a 22 pct increase over previous
holdings.

§10. Living Standards and Medical Services

The general living standard in Chuvashia is quite low, and
comparison with life in the United States is hardly possible. In~
comes are low, people are poorly dressed in rough materials with
little style, and streets are mostly dirt, with a few paved roads in
the towns. The inhabitants are simple farmers without much con-
tact of any sort with the outside world, except that provided by
Soviet sources. Production of consumer goods has always been
low, and what is produced seems to be, from most reports brought
back from other places in the Soviet Union, dismally low in quality.
Housing conditions are not good, and this is in general one of the
worst features of Soviet life. In the cities, people live in over-
crowded flats, with very poor sanitary facilities, and production
of new housing units proceeds slowly. On the farms, conditions
may be better or may be worse. In previous centuries, the Chu-
vash traditional dwelling was a wooden hut-like affair, and garments
were largely homespun cloth. Now wooden houses seem to have
replaced most huts, and factory-made clothes the homespun.

The diet of the average peasant is formed largely from potatoes
and rye bread, with cabbage soup to which beet root or some meat
may be added. In general , bread and cereal products provide the
bulk of calories available to Soviet people. Meat, especially milk
and dairy products, fruit and vegetables are available only in small
amounts. As time goes on, however, more and more canned meat,
foods and fruits are becoming available,

The practice of medicine in the USSR is completely socialized,
and is financed by the state budget. Nearly all physicians in the
Soviet Union are women, thus freeing men for other duties. The
standard of medical care for the general public does not seem to
be high® It is difficult to make comparisons between Soviet and
Western medical personnel and facilities because physicians do not
seem to be as highly trained as Western (especially American)
doctors, and because there are many low-grade medical personnel,
as the fel'dsher, a sort of medical technician and orderly, who may
man a small health station by himself, Figures on building facilities
include not only hospitals, but all sorts of dispensaries and first-aid
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stations., Thus, it is not easy to interpret this material without
many qualifications.

In 1913, 326,000 rubles were spent on health services. In
1952, this amount had risen to about 300,000 rubles daily. In pre~
revolutionary Chuvashia, there were 19 hospitals with 486 beds,
and in the rural districts, 12 hospitals with 251 beds, 98 doctors
and 98 fel’!dshers and nurses. Malaria and small pox were wide-
spread. In 1956, there were 111 hospital institutions with 4,500
beds, including 79 rural hospitals and dispensaries with 2,055 beds.

In prerevolutionary Chuvashia, the eye disease trachoma was
very widespread. This is a contagious form of conjunctivitis with
painful inflammatory granulations on the eyes. This epidemic
occurred in the latter part of the 19th century, and afflicted 50 pct
of the population, and up to 80 or 90 pct in some districts. It has
since been brought under control, but the presence in Cheboksary
of a research institute for trachoma with 100 beds must indicate
that this disease still occurs in sufficient quantities to warrant
special facilities for its treatment. Some 4 dispensaries for treat-
ment of trachoma are alsc found in Chuvashia, as well as 870
trachoma first-aid stations (punkty) staffed by nurses, which would
also lend support to the idea of its current prevalance.

There are also dispensaries for other ailments, as 5 for tuber-
culosis, 7 for skin and venereal, 1 psychoneurological, and 625
midwifery stations. The Great Soviet Encyclopaedia (BSE, Vol.
47, p. 452) also lists many other kinds of small places of such
treatment.

There were 750 doctors in Chuvashia in 1956, aided by 4,400
medical workers of medium (srednze) training, and two medical
schools. The amount budgeted for medical and health work in 1956
was 106,917,000 rubles. The number of doctors in the USSR per
10,000 population, according to the 1959 census, was 17.3, as op-
posed to 12 in the United States.

In September, 1960, Associated Press carried a report from
TASS, the Soviet News Agency, about the replacement of a human
eye lens with a glass substitute, in a 12-year old girl. This was
performed in the Helmholtz Eye Diseases Research Institute of
Cheboksary in Chuvashia.

§11. The Economic System

The Soviet Union is a socialist state, made possible (theoret-
ically) by workers and peasants seizing power to form a government.
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The transition to communism remains yet to be achieved, and will
be realized when people sufficiently observe the new social order
and become so productive as to work according to their abilities in
order to receive according to their needs.

The Soviet economy is a planned economy. State planning
means that the state draws up integrated output plans for the national
economy, and directs and controls all production, including agri-
culture, transport, foreign trade, banks and currency. It decides
all questions of investment and credit, of construction and recon-
struction, and fixes wholesale and retail prices. The national eco-
nomic planning board (GOSPLAN), also breaks down the Union-wide
plan into smaller plans for Union Republics, ASSR's and other units.

A serious deficiency of the economy, from the viewpoint of the
average citizen, is the emphasis given to production of industrial
goods and the needs of heavy industry, machinery and armaments,
thus neglecting capital goods and consumer goods considerably.

The banking system and taxation measures of Chuvashia are
handled as part of the over-all Soviet ecnomy. Banks, unlike those
in the West, do not provide money to finance private undertakings
for profit, requiring the employment of others, as no private enter-
prise may be undertaken for profit. Banks, in addition to being
depositaries for private savings, are the basic source of short~
term credit for all institutions in the USSR,

The largest source of revenue in the Soviet Union derives from
the turnover tax, which basically taxes goods in the process of their
manufacture when they are “turned over” to another enterprise for
distribution or further processing.

The regular currency and coinage of the USSR circulates in
Chuvashia.

§ 12. Transportation and Communication

Waterways have traditionally, throughout Russian history, been
important channels of communication, conquest and commerce, and
even though they are frozen over four to five months of the year,
are very important for internal commerce. They are not important
as exits to the outer world, because most of them empty into the
Arctic ocean, or into the Black or Caspian seas. The Volga River,
which runs past the Chuvash ASSR, carried half the river fleet of
the USSR before the Second World War. However, it does not seem
to be an important factor in the Chuvash economy, because once
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started, cargoes do not usually stop until reaching their destination.
The use of water transport is largely for bulky freight, as coal,
lumber and cement, of which some, as lumber, does originate from
Chuvashia. According to the BSE, only 15 pct of freight from Chu-
vashia goes by waterway.

Roads in the USSR are mostly unsurfaced, and consequently
impassable at bad seasons. There are few private passenger cars,
and little use of motor vehicles for such private passenger trans-
port (the basis of such a large industry in the United States). Truck~
ing, however, is very important for delivering goods to and from
factories, and from farms to railroad stations. In 1956, auto trans-
port accounted for 52 pct of Chuvash freight movement. Roads for
auto transport totalled 11,000 km. in 1956, and according to several
sources, are described as good to excellent in Chuvashia.

The chief roadways for freight have the routing: Gorky to Yad-
rin to Cheboksary to Tsivilsk to Kaza#, and the routing Tsivilsk to
Kanash to Ul'yanovsk. There is a system of autobus transport, and
the chief buslines run as follows:

Cheboksary-—Kanash
Cheboksary— Yadrin
Kanash—Batyrevo
Yadrin—Shumerlya
Shumerlya—-Poretskoye
Poretskoye —~-Alatyr.

.

O W N

Chuvashia is something of a rail center and junction, for three
lines intersect at Kanash, no doubt occasioning the construction of
the railway car repair works there. The chief west-east line bisects
the Chuvash ASSR, entering west of Shumerlya, going to Kanash,
and out of Chuvashia in the northeast on its way to Kazan. This line
may be considered part of the Trans-Siberian railway connecting
Moscow with the East, except that the Trans-Siberian Railway pro-
per does not begin until Omsk, there being several alternate routes
from Moscow to Omsk, of which the one passing through Chuvashia
is only the middle route. According to a 1940 source, this portion
was single-track from Gorky to Kazan, but it would seem likely that
it is now double~tracked, as is the Trans-Siberian even in the more
remote eastern regions. A second railway line enters Chuvashia
from the south at Alatyr, and goes to Kanash, where it joins the
railway to Kazan and other points east. Lastly, there is a northern
spur line connecting Kanash with Cheboksary, thus giving Chebok-
sary its rail outlet to the rest of the USSR.
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The BSE does not give any figure for the percentage of freight
moved by the Chuvash railways, but if trucking accounts for 52 pct,
and waterways for 15 pct, the balance of 33 pct must fall to the
railroads. Passenger traffic is low, and this is because little trav-
el for purely pleasure or personal reasons is undertaken in the
Soviet Union in general. Travel is further restricted by the need
for various permits to leave one’s district.

The use of airways for freight and passengers has greatly in-
creased in the USSR, but there does not seem to be any air service
to Chuvashia. Kazan is an intermediary point serviced by Aerofiot
airlines, but in the maps examined by the present writer, no air-
fields are shown in Chuvashia. However, from a statement made
concerning the number of medical stations, one may deduce the
presence of at least one airfield, as one medical station for aviation
is listed. This field would probably be located at Kanash or at
Cheboksary. The Soviet press does not customarily report acci-
dents on land, sea or air, unless foreigners are aboard whose death
must be made a subject of notice to their governments. Such a crash
occurred near Kanash in late 1958, when a TU-104 crashed killing
65 persons, including a delegation of important Chinese Communist
officials.

The functions of postal, telegraph and telephone services, as
well as radio and television broadcasting are owned and operated
by the government as part of the national economy and administered
by the Ministry of Communication. Newspapers are distributed
largely by mail, as presumably are also other periodicals, whether
Chuvash or national. Telephone communication connects Moscow
with all provincial centers, including Cheboksary. All cities of
significant size have local ‘phone systems, but in general, telephones
exist for offical and business purposes, and their use for private
calling and personal affairs is minor.

Radio broadcasting diffuses government propaganda, educational
material, and entertainment for all citizens. Chuvash broadcasting
began in 1932 and is in Chuvash and Russian. Usually, the radios
are not individual sets such as Americans or Western Europeans are
accustomed to, but are merely loudspeakers which cannot be adjusted
to various frequencies, but are tuned to one station at a central re-
ceiver. They play in factories, homes, schools and on public squares
There is no information as to whether any television broadcasting is
available to Chuvash citizens, although Moscow, Leningrad and Sverd-
lovsk have their own programming, and a cable connects Moscow
and Kiev. Commercial television is, in any event, nonexistent.




27

§ 13. Governmental Structure and Leading Personalities

Chuvashia is a socialist state of workers and peasants. The
functioning constitution was adopted July 18, 1937, by the Extra-
ordinary Eleventh session of Soviets of the republic, and ratified
June 2, 1940 by the Supreme Soviet of the RSFSR. The political
basis of the government is the soviets (or councils) of worker de-
puties who seized power from landholders and capitalists, forming
a dictatorship of the proletariat and freeing the Chuvash people
from the oppressive yoke of Tsarism and Russian imperialistic
exploitation. All power belongs to the workers in the form of so-
viets.

The organs of state power are the supreme soviet of the re-
public (the only legislative body), and the presidium of the supreme
soviet of the republic (not to be confused with the Supreme Soviet
of the USSR). The deputies are elected by the citizenry to a four
year term at the rate of one deputy to each 12,000 inhabitants. The
presidium is elected by the supreme soviet, and consists of the
chairman of the presidium, two deputy chairmen, a secretary and
twelve members. The Soviet of ministers is the executive organ
of state power, and executes the programs of the government.

National courts administer justice, as does the supreme court
of Chuvashia, as well as specialized courts of the USSR. Proceed-
ings, are conducted in the Chuvash language, except for regions
populated chiefly by Russians or by Tatars, whose languages are
used. All persons are entitled to the use of interpreters and to
address the court in their native tongue.

The local governmental structure of an ASSR is composed of
ministries similar in function and purpose to their counterparts
in the RSFSR and the USSR. In Chuvashia, these include such
ministries as the ministry of agriculture, of education, of culture,
and so on. There is, however, no ministry of the army, as the
army and its administration is not a duty of the Chuvash ASSR or
of any ASSR. The armed forces of the USSR do include, of course,
those persons conscripted from Chuvashia, the strength of this
contingent being a function of the population size.

Some of the leading political and other figures of Chuvashia
whose names have been gleaned from the Soviet press and other
sources are the following persons.

Leonid Aleksandrovich BORODIN is the Secretary of the Chu-
vash Regional Committee (obkom) of the Communist Party. Petr
Vliadimirovich VLADIMIROV is the Minister of Agriculture of the
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Chuvash ASSR. Anatolii Sergeyevich ERLAKOV was the Chairman
of the Soviet of Ministers of Chuvashia in 1959, and G. 1. KONDRAT!-
YEYV is the chairman of the Soviet of Ministers of Chuvashia in 1960.
Sem&n Matveyevich ISLYUKOYV is the first secretary of the Chuvash
regional committee of the Communist Party. Anisim Mitrofanovich
SHORNIKOV is in charge of the agricultural section of the Chuvash
regional committee of the Communist Party.

An important figure in Chuvash agriculture is Sergei Kseno-
fontovich KOROTKOV, a poor peasant elected chairman of the Kol'.
tsovka kolkhoz in 1929. He later became deputy of the supreme
Soviet, and at least twice has been named Hero of Socialist Labor:
In 1960, he was several times reported as being chairman of the
Lenin Kolkhoz in the Vurnary region, and has written a number of
articles on Chuvash agriculture in the Soviet press.. The Soviet
press reported Korotkov's death on July 3rd, 1961. No replace~
ment has yet been announced.

§ 14. Chuvash Nationalism

Owing to the fact that the Chuvash language, although belonging
to the Turkic family, is a very differing form of Turkish not com-
prehensible to neighboring Turkic peoples, such as Tatars and
Bashkirs, the Chuvash have stood somewhat outside the pale of
Turkic peoples, among whom from time to time various pan-Turkic
and nationalist movements have arisen. The Chuvash never par-
ticipated in any of these movements, because they were glorying
in their own past as the descendants of the once mighty Bolgar em-
pire, especially in the years following the Great October Revolu-
tion.

After the Revolution, the Soviet régime allowed many peoples
of the USSR to change their previous designations to ones more
indicative of their own past and ones in harmony with their own
language. Thus, the Samoyeds, whose name in Russian means
“self-eaters” or cannibals, assumed their proper tribal name of
Nenets, the Koryaks became the Nymylans, and so on. In line
with these changes, the Chuvash wanted to adopt the de signation
Bolgars for themselves, and to call their country Bolgaria. How-
ever, this was going too far. The Soviet authorities felt that this
might encourage nationalism of a sort that was not within the spirit
of the dictum “national in form, and socialist in content.” The
Soviets then fostered a view of history which stated that the ancient
Bolgar empire was a multi-national state including various peoples,
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of which the ancestors of the Chuvash were only one, and that there-
fore to allow the Chuvash to call themselves Bolgars would not

be quite correct, as the Kazan Tatars might also rightly call them-

selves Bolgars. Besides, the name was regrettably similar to that

of the Bulgarians in Bulgaria {in Russian, Bolgariﬁ, Bolgarz).

Writers of plays and novels in Chuvash continued to glorify the
memory of the Bolgar empire, until finally the Communist Party
had to put a stop to expressing such romantic nationalism. The
nationalism was not confined to the past, however, for the Chuvash
raised another problem. The town of Simbirsk, now Ul'yanovsk,
had been in former times an important national center of Chuvashia,
for it was there that the first Chuvash books appeared and the first
Chuvash secondary school was located. Now, the Chuvash comrades
wanted to have Simbirsk made a part of the Chuvash ASSR. This
might have been a reasonable request, were it not for the fact that
Simbirsk was also noted for being the birthplace of Viadimir Il'yich
Lenin, who was the son of Il'ya Nikolayevich Ul'yanov (whence
Ul'yanovsk derives its name), a government inspector for the Chu-
vash school system. As a result, this demand for the secession of
Simbirsk, since renamed in honor of its most famous citizen, was
not open for discussion.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party denounced the
Chuvash as nationalists, and decided that one reason for this nation-
alism was the presence of a predominantly agricultural population.
With a view to providing residents who would not bother their heads
about the by-gone glories of the Bolgar empire, an additional district
with a strong working-class population was incorporated into Chu-
vashia in 1926, and this factor swung the balance of power to the
proletarian element in the Communist Party of Chuvashia.

It seems likely, however, that in spite of these measures, that
the Chuvash, like the Greeks, Mongols, Spanish, Dutch, and Swedes,
and many other once great nations, must remain keenly aware of
their past, Whether this can be a factor to take into account in pre~
dicting any future actions of the Chuvash against Soviet overlordship,
would be very difficult to say.

§ 15. Education

In the 15th and 16th centuries, the Chuvash lands came under
the control of Muscovy as a result of the victories of Ivan the Ter-
rible, but the general development of the region was hindered by the
Tsarist policies of repressing the “foreigners.” There were few if
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any schools in which the native language was used until the late 1800's
Among the Chuvash receiving instruction at that time were Yakovlev,
K. V. Ivanov, and others to be mentioned later.

The first Russian university was opened in Moscow in 1755, but
even by 1796, attendance at all schools was still small, 18,000 pu-
pils going to 316 elementary and secondary schools out of a popula~
tion of 36 million. During the 1800's, instruction grew, and by 1849,
there were six universities, including the University of Kazan which
attracted persons from the Chuvash regions. However, as in the 113
years of Kazan University from its founding until the Revolution,
only six Tatars were graduated, it does not appear likely that more
than a few Chuvash could have attended. The presence in Kazan of
the Kazan Theological Seminary, which offered study and performed
regearch in Oriental languages (with perhaps a view towards later
proselyting and conversion), was also important as an educational
institution of this area.

The Church in general had a vast network of parochial schools
under its administration, and in 1894 these numbered 32,000, but
they did not teach much more than reading and writing. Secondary
education was reserved for children of better class families by the
imposition of attendance fees and investigation of the student’s back-
ground, in case the son of a baker or farmer wanted to rise above
his origin. In the early 20th century, four million children, mostly
boys, were attending 78,000 primary schools, but only 320 secondary
schools existed with 135,000 male pupils. Under the administration
of Stolypin greater progress was made towards the goal of giving
every child of school age an elementary education. 5till, as far as
Chuvashia was concerned, this was scarcely to be realized, because
on the eve of the Revolution, literacy in Chuvashia was about 18 pet,
and among women, only 3 pet.

The Chuvash school system, being part and parcel of the Soviet
school system, is identical to the general pattern of Russian schools.
The three year old child is eligible for kindergarten, and compulsory
schooling begins at 8, continuing for seven years. These seven
years are divided into two sections of four and three, the first being
the primary grades (villages outside the RSFSR have this as their
minimum), and the second being the socalled “Incomplete Middle
School,” which takes the student to about age 14-15. This degree
of education is compulsory for all villages and cities of the RSFSR
and for all cities outside the RSFSR.

The child who has completed the “Incomplete Middle School”
may complete Middle School in three more years, thus having grad-
uated from *Complete Middle School,” or the ten-year school, as
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it is sometimes called. At this point he is eligible for university
work or professional training in a technicum. Although co~educa~
tion was the rule in Soviet schools in 1943, this practice seems to
be no longer followed, as a result of a change of policy after a study
of the question. Women's rights to a complete education are not
thereby impugned.

The curriculum of the ten-year school is fairly well standardized
throughout the RSFSR and the USSR. Beginning in the primary grades
with arithmetic and the native language, plus Russian if it is a non-
Russian republic as in the case of Chuvashia, there is also nature
study, geography, mausic, art, physical education and social science.
Foreign languages usually begin about the age of 12 in the fifth year.
Additional subjects such as history, literature, algebra, physics and
chemistry, biology and so on, are added in the remaining years.

Few electives exist.

In 1930, elementary education was made obligatory in Chuvashia.
In 1934-1935 there were 297 seven-year schools teaching 43,800
pupils. In 1949-1950, completion of the seven-year school (i.e.,
the Incomplete Middle School) was made obligatory. In 1950-1951,
there were 550 elementary schools, 428 seven-year schools, and
92 schools “of general education” (Russian: obshchego obrazovaniya),
teaching a total of 202,462 persons. There also exist schools for
special purposes, as 5 schools for deaf and blind children.

It is possible to form some idea of the size of the school popula-
tion from the production figures for textbook printings. In 1960,
primers for the first class averaged a printing of 28,000 copies, the
second class 26,000 copies, the third class 25,000 copies, and the
fourth class, 23-24,000 copies. Books for the fifth class were printed
in 19,000 copies, and the same for the sixth class. Seventh class
books ran to about 13,000 copies, and after this, books do not denote
for what class they are intended. If these figures represent an an-
nual printing, rather than a printing to be used over several years,
or replacement copies, this would indicate a school population of
about 150,000 in the Incomplete Middle, or seven-year school, where
the greatest concentration of students must be. The decreasing
figures may reflect attrition of the school population in the lower
grades.

There are four “institutions of higher learning” (Russian:

VUZ) in Chuvashia: one pedagogical, one agricultural, and two
Yfeachers's. How the teacher's institutes differ from the pedagog-
ical is not clear. There are also two medical institutions, and an
institute for fine arts and music. There are in addition about 14
technicums where specialized vocational and technical training is
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given. However, no mention has been found of any actual university.
There is, attached to the Soviet of Ministers of the Chuvash ASSR,

a research institute called the “Chuvash Scientific Research Insti-
tute for Language, Literature, History and Economics”, which
publishes books on these subjects, some of which are in the posses-
sion of the present writer. The presence of the Eye Diseases
Research Institute in Cheboksary has also been noted previously

(p. 23).

According to data of 1956, there were 1,113 libraries of all
types in Chuvashia, but Soviet sources customarily include in such
figures all collections of books kept in clubs, elementary schools,
and other gathering places, even if they may be only a few shelves
in amount.

§16. Culture (Press, Arts, Music, Sports, Theater)

Press

Publication of books began in Russia in the 1700's, and although
small at first, grew to several hundred titles by 1796. By 1900,
eighteen thousand titles had been issued. As printing became more
widespread, other regional centers began to publish books, as Ka-
zan, where important works on Oriental languages appeared in the
1840’s. Publishing began in Chuvashia still later, and at first, only
books of a religious or missionary character were published. Be-
fore the Revolution, 564 Chuvash titles were issued in a total of
35,302 copies, but since the Revolution about 6,500 titles have been
printed, including books and brochures, for a total printing of 42
million copies. In 1913, for instance, the total copies of books
printed was 2,000. In 1937, the total number of books manufactured
was 1,113,000 copies in all. During the postwar years of 1946-1956,
a total of 1,552 titles were published in Chuvashia, of which 1,045
were translated works (and of these, 984 were Russian). The total
printing of these titles ran into 11,234,000 copies. For the year
1956 alone, 167 titles were issued {about 10 pect of the foregoing),
in a printing of 894,000 copies, of which 105 titles were translations.
The prospectus of the State Publishing House of Chuvashia for 1960
contains a list of over 300 titles which it is proposed to publish in
1960. These include works on history, politics, belles-lettres,
works by Soviet and Chuvash writers, children’s literature, school
textbooks, agricultural, productional and semitechnical literature,
dictionaries, periodicals, and works on music and language.
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There is also a periodical press, issuing 42 newspapers and
5 magazines, mostly in Chuvash, but with several in Russian and
Tatar. The circulation of a single number of 37 newspapers in
1956 was given as 87,000 copies. Most Soviet newspapers are
quite small by American standards, because they consist entirely
of text (to which illustrations are of course added as occasion
demands), and contain none of the advertising found in American
newspapers, which may amount to as much as 70 pct of the paper.
Presumably Chuvash newspapers are exactly like the ones of the
Union Republics and of Moscow in this regard, although it has not
been possible to examine any copies of Chuvash newspapers or
magazines first-hand. This is due to a general rule that the ex-
port of periodicals from areas below Union Republic rank is not
allowed. Soviet newspapers are generally 4 to 6 pages in size,
sometimes running to 8, with text printed solid in six columns,
and often with large sections devoted to the complete text of im-
portant speeches or party conferences.

There are a number of provincial newspapers appearing in the
various cities of Chuvashia, and there may also be some devoted
to special topics, as agriculture, lumbering, railroading, and so
forth. The magazines presumably carry stories and features by
Chuvash as well as Soviet writers, but it has not been possible to
examine any of these either.

The names of the Chuvash newspapers have been listed in the
Letopis' periodi¥eskikh izdanii SSSR, 1950-1954, Moscow, 1955,
p.- 499. They are:

Avangard (Batyrevo)

Bol'shevik (Yadrin)

Za Bol'shevistskie kolkhozy (Yantikovo)
Za vysokii urozhai (Shikazany)

Za kommunism (Kanash)

Za pobedu kommunisma (Ibresy)
Znamya kolkhoza (Yal'chiki)

Znamya kommunisma (Batyrevo)
Znamya kommunisma (Kalinino)
Znamya kommunisma (Cheboksary)
Znamya Oktyabrya (Komsomolskoye)
Znamya truda (Bol'shoi Sundyr')
Kollektivnyi trud (Bol'shoye Nogatkino)
Kolkhoznaya gazeta (Alikovo)
Kolkhoznaya zhizn' (Ibresy)
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Kolkhoznaya klich {(Morgaushi)

Kolkhoznyi trud (Bizhbulyak)

Kommunar (Drozhzhanoye, Pervomaiskoye)
Kommunist (Yadrin)

Krasnoye Zhamya (Kazan, Urmary)

Krasnyi Oktyabr' {Oktyabrskoye)

Leninskoye Zhamya (Isakly, Mariinskii)

Molodoi Bol'shevik (= Molodoi Kommunist} (Cheboksary)
Po Leninskomu puti (Kugesy, Tolbazy, Chelno-Vershiny)
Po puti sotsialisma (Vurnary)

Po Stalinskomu Puti {Kalinino, Pokhvistnevo)

Put' kommunisma (Krasno-Armeiskoye)

Put' pobedy (Krasnyie Chetai)

So Znamenem Lenina (Kozlovsk)

So Znamenem Stalina {Shemursha)

Sovetskoye Zhamya (Sovetskoye)

Sotsialisticheskii Trud (Shumerlya)

Stalinets {Tsivil'sk)

Stalinskoye Znamya (Yantikovo)

Udarnik (Mariinskii Posad) (= Leninskoye Znamya)
Chuvashskaya Kommuna (Cheboksary)

Chuvash Arts and Crafts

One of the chief Chuvash arts has been, since ancient times,
the ornamental carving of wood for use as house decoration, or
for domestic utensils. This art was highly developed, and the
facades of many houses in the late 19th century were decorated at
the eaves and gables with semi-relief wood carving, Embroidery
on clothes and other objects was also quite widely pursued. Dark
red predominated, with interspersed green, blue and yellow.

Under Soviet influence there has been growth of painting,
sculpture and the graphic arts. A graphic arts shop was first
established in 1934 in Alatyr, and later moved to Cheboksary in
1940 where it became a technicum devoted to fine arts. The State
Art Gallery was opened in Cheboksary in 1939. As is well-known,
Soviet art, of whatever form, must serve the State, and thus,
many of its productions would not be considered art or art-forms
in the West.

Among well-known Chuvash artists are M. S. Spiridonov (born
1890}, and N. K. Sverchkov (born 1891). The artist Ovchinnikov
painted a famous work titled “ The Great Leaders of the Revolution,
Lenin and Stalin, Receiving a Delegation of Chuvash Workers in
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the Kremlin." One of Spiridonov’s paintings is “The Joiner's Work-
shop of the Shumerlya Furniture Combine” (1935). In the post-war
period, the painters V. M. Makarov and E. A. Nozdrin became
known, as well as the sculptor I. F. Kudryavtsev, and the sculptor
Chapayev.

Some effort has been made to preserve typical Chuvash archi-
tecture of the 17th and 18th centuries, as the Vvedenskii Cathedral
of 1651, Some other important historical buildings in Cheboksary
are the Magistrates House of 1742, the Church of Michael the Arch-
angel, 1708, and the Uspenskii Church of 1763.

Music

Chuvash national music is unison, although two-part work ia
sometimes found. The pentatonic scale is employed, embellished
by many free improvisations. There are songs of a lyric, ritu-
alistic and humorous nature, and songs sung for working.

According to one musicologist, the Chuvash national songs
seem to form a transitional bridge between the Finno-Ugric songs
and the songs of the Turkic peoples. To the Western ear, accus-
tomed to hearing a given tune repeated faithfully on each perfor-
mance, Chuvash music has a definite Oriental quality about it.

This is aided by the fact that a song is rarely sung exactly the same
way twice. The basic pattern remains the same, to be sure, but
many small variations and additions occur with each repitition.
Words do not necessarily fit exactly to notes, as we are accus~
tomed to in our music, but several syllables may be sung, if neces-
sary, on one note, or conversely, a word or syllable may be held
while several notes are sung, in order to fit the number of words
to the melodic line. It is thus perfectly possible, and permissible,
to sing different songs to one melody, or to use different melodies
for the same text. In general, there seems to have been much
influence both from Finno-Ugric music as well as from Turkic
music, the latter chiefly Tatar folk-music.

An extensive collection of Chuvash folksongs has been published
from transcriptions made of songs sung by World War I prisoners
held by the Germans. These twenty prisoners furnished about 215
songs, which deal largely with the countryside and nature in general,
travel, parents and homelife, dancing, drinking, lovemaking and
80 on.

Owing to the considerable divergence between Chuvash and
Western music, it is not possible briefly to describe Chuvash music
in terms of Western scale, tones, time-signatures and keys.
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To judge from what has happened in many other cultures sub-
jected to the impact of Westernization and Sovietization (as in Mon-~
golia, for instance), one may imagine that Chuvash folkmusic of
the sort described above is dying out at a slower or faster rate,
a8 less persons in each generation learn the old songs. The pris-
oners referred to above were in many instances between 20 and
30 years of age in 1917, and thus it could be that many of them, as
representative of their generation, might be alive today, and may
well have passed on their musical knowledge to current generations.

The chief Chuvash national instruments are the shikhlidzhe, a
sort of flute or whistle made from hollow stems; the shipir, a
kind of bagpipes; the sfrnai, the same; the gisle or psaltery (a
multi~-stringed instrument like a zither); the kuga?’_w or violin; and
the tumbra, a three or four stringed zither. In the 19th century,
the harmonica, accordion and balalaika were introduced.

No recordings of Chuvash music have been found listed for
sale in this country from the various catalogues of Soviet music
available on phonograph recordings, although the songs of many
other nationalities are available.

In recent decades, Western music as sponsored by the Soviet
régime has been introduced, with composition of songs about the
Motherland, about kolkhoz life, and about the Soviet Army. Im-
portant composers of recent years have been the Russian V. M.
Krivonosov (1904-1941) who wrote many works employing Chuvash
national themes, as the musical comedy Xavaslay ((Joy'); G. V.
Vorob'yev, who wrote symphonies, piano sonatas, violin sonatas;
the Stalin prizewinner F. M. Lukin, who wrote many popular songs;
and G. Ya. Khirbyu.

A musical instiute has been functioning in Cheboksary since
1929, and there is also a symphonic orchestra there. In Chuvashia
as a whole there were in 1956 about 900 choral and musical groups.

Sports

There is a stadium in Cheboksary, as well as a racetrack.
No information about sports has been found, other than that Soviet
citizens in general are fond of sports, and eager participants and
spectators in games. Names of prominent Chuvash teams have not
been noted in the sports sections of national papers like Pravda
(for 1960), from which the writer concludes that Chuvashia has not
produced any championship teams of late.
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Theater

The first Chuvash theater was founded in Kazan in 1918, and
moved to Cheboksary in 1920. It was made up mostly of volunteer
participants, and later supplemented by persons from the drama
department of the Cheboksary musical institute. In 1947, actors
from the State Institute of Theatrical Arts in Moscow were sent to
Chuvashia.

Among the first plays in Chuvash were F. P. Pavlov's satirical
comedy “In Court,” and his play, “In the Village.” P. N. Osipov's
plays about the harsh past of the Chuvash people and the poor status
of women were also produced. Famous plays from the Russian
repertory were also given, such as Gogol''s “The Inspector-Gen-
eral,” and plays by Ostrovskii, and Gor'kii, as well as Moliére and
Shakespeare plays. Other plays by Chuvash and Soviet authors
have also been staged.

In 1957, four theaters were functioning in Chuvashia. Some
of the leading actors are B. A. Alekseyev, O. I. Yrsem, A. K.
Urgalkin, and others.

In 1956, there were 351 motion picture installations in Chu-
vashia, of which 156 were in fixed locations. There is also a film
studio. In 1952, a Soviet film was produced called “Soviet Chu-
vashia,” which was a sort of documentary and travelogue of Chu~
vashia. Although it was not possible to view this film, a booklet
which was issued to accompany it has been the source of much use-
ful data incorporated into the present work.

§17. Customs and Ethnography

Formerly, the basic rural dwelling of the Chuvash was a sort
of wooden hut made from rough hewn logs, but the growth of Rus-
sian cultural influence has transformed this to traditional type
wooden houses. The old huts had no fireplace, but a stove in the
right corner from the door. On the left were plank-beds, with
benches along the walls. The small windows were made of spe-
cially treated animal bladders or intestines.

In the past, the basic Chuvash costume was made of homespun
cloth. At present, urban dress of factory cloth prevails. Men
have almost completely abandoned the old national dress, but
women in large measure still retain white blouses (rubakhi in
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Russian), or ones of other colors, with frills in the lower portion.
The blouses were richly adorned with embroidery. Outer gar-
ments were usually cloth caftans, a long-sleeved gown-like dress
fastened with a belt, topped by a sheepskin fur coat of the same
style. On their feet the Chuvash wrapped cloth, and wore bast shoes
made from fibrous plants and bark. Married women wore on their
heads a sort of embroidered turban, from which long strands of
coins, beads and even pearls fell in front and in back. Girls wore
a cone-shaped hat likewise adorned with coins and beads. Both
these headgears have largely given way to the shawl and kerchief.

The Chuvash family was patriarchal, and nuclear rather than
extended, although it may have been extended several centuries
ago. Marriages were largely arranged by the parents for their
children, except that both parties involved could express their dis-
satisfaction with the arrangements and seek another. When a boy
is about 19, older members of his family begin to consider who his
bride should be. If the youth does not care for the bride proposed,
another one will be suggested. A go-between from relatives or
neighbors brings the information back as to whether the proposal
is accepted or rejected, and whether bad omens were seen on the
way thither. A bride price was usually paid, together with other
gifts from and to each family. Today, however, as a result of
infusion of Russian and Western notions about love, courtship and
marriage, it may be presumed that the above practices are sharply
curtailed, although no detailed sociological information is known.

A careful description of Chuvash marriage customs may be
found in the book by H. Paasonen, “Customs and Folkpoetry of the
Chuvash” (in German, see Bibliography at end of this book). The
ceremonies were marked with much drinking, dancing and festivities,
with many formulaic expressions and wedding songs {the texts of
these are given, with German translation, in the work by Paasonen).
After the wedding, in some cases even later, by many years, a
special ceremony takes place in which the young married woman
formally leaves her parents’ home. Various formulae are recited,
and objects given and received in token of this.

When someone was about to die, family and relatives assembled.
After death has occurred, a chicken is strangled so that the god of
death will take this spirit, and God will receive the spirit of the
deceased. The corpse is washed by persons of the same sex,
dressed in clean linen, with shirt, pants, cap, sox and shoes.
Pearls or imitation pearls are placed in the corpse's mouth, and
sillc stuffed in the ears and eyes. These provide the deceased with




39

an excuse to God as to why he did not hear and see, and thus follow,
the truths of religion during his life. Then other processions and
mournings follow, such as the memorial service seven days after
death. A more detailed account of the old practices may be found
in the work by Paasonen just cited.

In addition to customs of marriage and death, there are other
special observances, as a festival at Whitsuntide {Pentecost), at
which a goose, lamb and ox are sacrificed. Many ceremonial
prayers are recited, and the entire celebration lasts from one to
three weeks. Some other ceremonies are a rain-sacrifice ceremeony,
and a fire-worshipping ceremony called “Going Through the Earth,”
in which a tunnel is dug, with two bonfires at either end, animals
are slaughtered, and persons receive ceremonial lashings from
switches.

All of the above-mentioned ceremonies and practices, de-
scribed in Paasonen's book, were being practiced in the late 1800's
and early 1900's, especially by those Chuvash who ware not yet
Christians, or at best very nominal in their beliefs. One may be
quite certain that considerably less of such folkcustoms survives
today, but it is not known to what extent these beliefs and worships
may have survived nearly fifty years of Soviet administration.

§18. Religion

The conversion of Prince Viadimir in 989 to Christianity marked
the official institution of that religion as the offical faith of the whole
Russian people, although the masses were slower about accepting
it. First it was confined to the nobility and upper classes, and not
until several centuries had passed did it filter down to be generally
accepted by the peasants and workers, who for some time continued
their pagan practices. Contrary to what one might expect, the
Mongols did not extirpate Christianity during the period of their
reign, but tolerated all religions. The Russian Orthodox Church
became allied to the state of Muscovy, especially under Peter the
Great, and eventually this led to its complete subservience to
Tsarism, although religion remained a living force with the people.

The trade contacts of the Bolgars resulted in their conversion
to Islam in 922, and Bolgary on the Volga became a Moslem state.
This was further strengthened by the Islamic faith of the Golden
Horde. The steppe tribes of the region had worshipped the sky
{tengri), and the forest peoples were shamanists.
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After the disintegration of the Golden Horde, the princes ex-
tended their frontiers to include the Chuvash lands, and as more
settlers came, the first intensive Christianization began in 1743.
The need to have the Gospel presented to the Chuvash in their own
tongue led to the first early studies of the Chuvash language, one
of the first grammars in Russian appearing in 1769. The synoptic
gospels were published at Kazan in 1820, in a Cyrillic script, and
before that, in 1804, some tracts and catechisms had appeared.

In 1897, the population of Russia was 130 million, consisting
of a hard core of some 88 million Great Russian Orthodox believers,
surrounded by a large minority of non~-Russian non-believers,
namely, 42 million. Impressed by these figures, the government
began a new policy of Russification, which reached out to the non-
Russian peoples of Central Asia, who had long been under Russian
domination, but not subjected to active programs of integration.

With the coming to power of the Soviets, the state was officially
declared Godless, and opposed to all religion. Religious instruction
stopped, and the clergy was largely disbanded, until wartime cir-
cumstances dictated the reversal of this policy. In rural areas
religion has maintained a strong hold, but the emergence of a
younger generation brought up atheistically has meant a consider-
able decline in the existence of religious faith, Whether there are
any churches in operation now in Chuvashia, as is the case with
some show-window cities like Moscow, Kiev and others, is not
known. In the 18th century, there were 18 monasteries in Chu-
vashia, and old guidebooks to Cheboksary list twelve churches,
eleven chapels, and a monastery,

The Chuvash are nominally a Christian people, that is, as op-
posed to being an Islamic people like their brothers speaking other
Turkic languages. According to ethnographic research conducted
at the turn of this century, there were still many persons who did
not profess Christianity, and the Germans, who were making plans
during World War II to take over all of Russia if possible (and in
this connection, published some grammatical and other works con-
cerning the Chuvash language), discovered among Chuvash war
prisoners some whose forefathers had never been Christians.

§ 19. Literature

The Volga Bolgars did have a writing system based on Arabic
(Islam has always made the use of Arabic obligatory), but unfortu-
nately, about the only material that has come down to us is some
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inscriptions on tombs, Although the language is clearly different
from other similar inscriptions in Chagatai Turkish (the literary
language of the Chagatai empire centering chiefly in present-day
Uzbekistan), not much linguistic information is furnished, as the
inscriptions usually state only that “A, son of B, departed this life
on {date)”. Tatar historians record that books were written in this
ancient Chuvash language, but nothing has come down to us.

Thus, for a period of many centuries, Chuvash folk poetry and
composition remained an oral one, with epics and tales being mem-
orized, sung by bards, and handed on from generation to generation.
This situation is similar to what happened with many Finno-Ugric
peoples and other Turkic peoples of Central Asia. It was not until
Russian and foreign ethnographers took an interest in recording
Chuvash folk literature in the 50’s of the 19th century that any of
this material was preserved.

In 1767, when Catherine the Great visited Kazan, a panegyric
of Chuvash verses was read to her, and this must be considered the
first evidence of Chuvash poetry to be written down. Concomitant
with the introduction of Christianity and proselyting on a large scale,
a Chuvash alphabet based on the Cyrillic was devised, and the gos-
pels printed, along with a number of tracts and other works of a
religious and missionary character. This sort of material con-
tinued to be the only thing produced in Chuvash for some decades.
The Church Slavic alphabet was also used. Some recording of
Chuvash folklore was done by Russian ethnographers in the mid-
19th century, as that of A. A. Fuchs (1840), V. Sboyev (1851), the
Chuvash S. Mikhailov (1853), and later, N. I. Ashmarin (1900).
The work of the Finn Heikki Paasonen (1900) has previously been
cited.

In 1872 the Chuvash educator I. Ya. Yakovlev created an improved
Chuvash alphabet, based on the Cyrillic with the addition of several
letters. This helped in creating a Chuvash intelligentsiya who could
become interested in their own cultural heritage and the preserva-
tion of their folklore. Some literary works appeared based on folk-
loristic material, as M. Fedorov's ballad Arduri (*The Wood-Gob-
1in") of 1879-1880. Other works of this period were 1. Yakovlev's
tales for children, I. Ivanov’'s everyday tales, and I. Yurkin's story
“The Man is Full, but the Eyes are Hungry.” They depicted life in
the Chuvash village, and the replacement of the patriarchal-feudal-
istic bases of society.

The greatest literary figure that Chuvashia has produced was
the young poet Konstantin V. Ivanov, who was a brilliant repre-
sentative of the Chuvash peasant’s national ideology. He gave an
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impassioned protest against the lack of rights of Chuvash women,
and exposed the autocratic power of the father and husband, Al-
though only 25 when he died (1890-1915), he produced a large num-
ber of poems, and left behind sketches for dramas and other works.
During the years 1918-1957, sixteen works about Ivanov were pub-
lished in Chuvashia in a circulation of 118,000 copies. His famous
masterpiece is the epic romance Narspi, a long poem of some
2,000 verses divided into 14 cantos. The stanzas are four verses
in length, riming abab, and each verse containing seven syllables.

A contemporary of Ivanov was N, V. Shubussini (1893-1943),
who first concentrated on depicting the Chuvash countryside, and
revelling in Chuvash antiquity. Later he dwelt on social inequality
in the Chuvash village (in his work yantrak yatravé), and wrote
some verses dedicated to the revolutionary movement among Chu-
vash peasants during the Pugachov rebellion.

In 1906-1907 a socialist revolutionary newspaper yipar (“The
Message”) began to appear. In it were works by the poet N. L
Polurussov {Shelebi), a self-taught man, and T. S. Seménov (Taer
Timki), a working-class typesetter,

The postrevolutionary period of Chuvash literature is divided
by Soviet literary historians into the following four periods.

a) birth and establishment of Chuvash Soviet literature,
1917-1929.

b} growth and development of Soviet Chuvash literature
in the years of socialist construction 1930-1940.

c) the war years, 1941-1945,

d) postwar years, 1946-1960.

In the first period, among the more important works were M.
F. Akimov's “The Premature Death,” F. P. Pavlov’s Yalta (*In
the Village”), and Sutra (*In Court”); Akimov's drama of every-
daylife itk (“Il'ya”), and other works. Other important names
are those of the Communist poet Mi¥3i Sedpel (1899-1922), S. EI'-
ger, who wrote “Under the Yoke, " the tales and plays of M. Tru-
binaya, and the verses and poems of P. Khuzangai.

In 1923, the Union of Chuvash Authors and Journalists was
organized, and began publishing the magazine Suntal (* The Anvil"),
from about 1924 to 1940. It printed significant prose works of
many young writers, as Isayev, Chaldun (Danilov), and Piner,
Some writers from prerevolutionary times too were still function-
ing, and Shubusinni wrote Yerkén, Polurussov wrote Pillere iini
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§in&en (*On the Taking of Bolgary”), dealing with events of the an-
cient Bolgar period. P, Osipov wrote Azdar, a drama called *The
Song of Trachoma,™ and S. V. El'ger turned out his major Xen-
xur ay¥n¥e (“*In Trouble and Distress”) in 1931. It dealt with the
oppressed Chuvash peasantry under Tsarism during the Pugachov
uprising. He also wrote some verses, called Samana (“Time").

Writers of the most recent decades are Ukhsay (born 1911},
Aisman {born 1905), I, Tuktash, a writer of stories, V. Krasnov,
L. Agakov, K. Pairash, and many others.

§20. Conclusions and Prospects

It is undeniable that the Soviet Union has made great progress
in many areas of its economy, as in building schools and hospitals
where none existed before, but a heavy cost has been paid for this
advance. One of the greatest is a lgss ‘of personal freedom under
a Communistic system. It is true that employment is guaranteed,
but both the office worker and the farmer, to say nothing of the
soldier, are under discipline to the State, directing productive

activity for its betterment. In spite of serious restrictions on them,*

the people are enthusiastic and idealistic about achieving goals and
objectives, helped along by systems of incentive and reward, as
well as punishment.

The Soviet standard of living continues to be low, but there
have arisen new classes within the Soviet Socialist order, large
groups of persons favored with privilegea.%s Although even such
writers, artists, collective farm leaders, government managers
and officials live poorly in many cases in comparison with an
American worker or businessman of modest circumstances, they
are the new nobility of Soviet society. Russians have merely sub-
stituted one master for another.

The ultimate goal of Soviet socialist development is the achieve-
ment of Communism. The sacrifices which the people are now
undergoing are necessary in order to build a new society featuring
distribution according to need, instead of according to individual
contribution. Whether people and human nature can sufficiently
be reformulated to work for work’'s sake, rather than for the ma-~
terial rewards, luxuries and necessities thereby obtained, is very
questionable indeed.? When one considers the fact that human nature
is, in all of recorded history, unchanging, and that human wants
cannot be satisfied, it seems unlikely that such a Utopian paradise
can be realized?’
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GAZETTEER OF CHUVASHIA

This gazetteer of Chuvash place-names is based on the map in

the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia (BSE, Vol. 47, facing p. 448, dated
November, 1956), and contains the names of cities, towns and vil-
lages, regional centers and rivers appearing on that map. The
various grids formed by the intersection of lines of north latitude
and east longitude are given names in the Gazetteer. The key to
these grid names follows, with indication of their location.

Key to Grid Names

1.
2.
3.

S

8,
9.
10.
11.

Cheb. West = Cheboksary West: 56°N. by 46°E. Ten entries.

Cheb. = Cheboksary: 56°N. by 47°E. Fourteen entries.
Shum. North = Shumerlya North: 55°40-60' N. by 46°E.
Twenty-~six entries.

Shum. = Shumerlya: 55°20-40' N. by 46°E. Sixteen entries.
Shum. South = Shumerlya South: 55°0-20' N. by 46°E.
Sixteen entries.

Tsiv. = Tsivil'sk: 55°40-60' N, by 47°E. Twenty-seven
entries.

Kan. = Kanash: 55°20-40!' N. by 47°E. Twenty-seven entries.

Kan. South = Kanash South: 55°0-20' N. by 47°E. Twenty-
four entries.

Tsiv. East = Tsivil'sk East: 55°N. by 48° East. Nine entries.

Alat. = Alatyr': 54°N. by 46°E. Ten entries.
Alat. East = Alatyr' East: 54°N. by 47°E. Ten entries.

CAPITALS denote a city, and lower case a town or village.

Regional Centers are so indicated.

The 26 Regional Centers of Chuvashia, Keyedto Grids of the BSE Map

Alatyr!, Alat. Ishlei-Pokrovskoye, Cheb.
Alikovo, Shum. North Kanash, Kan.

Batyrevo, Kan. South

Komsomol'skoye, Kan. South

Bol'shoi Sundyxr’, Cheb. West Kozlovka, Tsiv. East

Churachiki, Tsiv.
Ibresi, Kan. South

Krasnoarmeiskoye, Tsiv.
Krasnye Chetai, Shum. North

§
|
|
i



46

Kugesi, Cheb.

Mariinskii Posad, Cheb.
Morgaushi, Shum. North
Oktyabrskoye, Tsiv.
Pervomaiskoye, Kan. South
Poretakoye, Shum, South
Shermusha, Alat. East

Shumerlya, Shum.
Tsaivil'sk, Tsiv.
Urmary, Tsiv.
Vurnary, Shum,
Yadrin, Shum. North
Yaltchiki, Tsiv. East
Yantikovo, Kan.

Rivers and Streams of Chuvashia, Keyed to Grids of the BSE Map

Alatyr!, Alat.

Algashka, Shum.

Anish, Tsiv,

Bezdna, Alat., Alat. East
Bol'shoi Tsivil', Shum., Tsiv.
Bula, Kan., South

Karla, Alat. East

Kirya, Shum. South

Kisha, Shum. South
Kubnya, Kan. South
Lyulya, Alat.

Malii Anish, Tsiv., Kan.
Malaya Bula, Kan. South
Malii Teivil', Shum., Tsiv.

Menya, Shum. South

Mochkaushka, Shum. North

Srednii Anish, Tsiv,

Sorma, Shum. North

Sura, Cheb West, Shum. North,
Shum.

Tsivil', Cheb., Tsiv.

Unga, Cheb., Tsiv.

Urga, Shum. North

Uryum, Kan.

Uta, Kan.

Vyla, Shum. North

Yunga, Cheb. West

Gazetteer 2{ Cities, Towns and Villages in the Chuvash ASSR

NB. Abbreviations such as “Bol.” (*large’) and “Mal.” (*small’)
have been expanded according to the ending of the accompanying
name, although it is not possible in every instance to be certain of
the grammatical gender of some names.

Abamza, vill., Alat. East

Abashevo, vill., Tsiv.

Abyzovo, vill., Shum.

Achakasy, vill., Kan,

Aibechi, vill., Kan. South

ALATYR', city, Alat., Regional
Center

Albakhtino, vill,, Taiv,

Algazino, vill., Shum.

Alikovo, vill., Regiona.l Center,
Shum. North

Altyshevo, vill., Alat.

Anatkas-Marzi, vill,, Tsiv.
Anatkasy, vill,, Shum. North
Agakasy, vill., Shum. North
Asanovo, vill., Kan. South
Astakasy, vill., Cheb.
Atnary, vill., Shum.

Atrat!, vill., Shum. South

Baideryakovo, vill., Alat. East
Baigulovo, vill., Tsiv.

Bakhmutovo, vill., Shum. South
Batyrevo, vill., Regional Center
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Belovolozhskoye, vill., Tsiv. Chuvashskaya Sorma, vill.,
East Shum, North
B;:;x:trga.-Baishevo, vill., Alat. Dolgii Ostrov, vill., Kan. South
* Bichurino, vill., Tsiv. Ekonom, vill., Shum. South

Bogatyrevo, vill., Tsiv.
Bol’stgiye Abzkasy, vill., Kan. Gart, vill., Shum. South
Bol'shiye Algashi, vill., Shum. Ibresi, town, Kan. South
Bol'shoye Chemenevo, vill., Kan. Regional Center

South Ikkovo, vill,, Tsaiv.
Bol'shiye Chuvaki, Cheb. West IlYinka, vill., Cheb. West
Bol'shiye Karachury, vill., Cheb. Imbyurti, vill., Tsiv.
Bol'shoi Sundyr!, vill., Regional Ishaki, vill., Tsiv.

|
|

Center, Cheb. West Ishlei-Pokrovskoye, Regional
Bol'shiye Tayaby, vill., Kan. Center, vill., Cheb.

South Ishmurzino-Surinsk, vill., Kan.
Bol'shaya Vyla, vill., Shum. South

North Ivan‘kovo-Lenino, vill., Alat.
Bol'shiye Yanyshi, vill,, Shum. Ivanovo, vill., Tsiv,

North Izhekei, vill., Shum. North

; Bolfshiye Yaushi, vill., Kan.
Bol'shiye Yal'chiki, vill., Tsiv.
East
Buinsk, town, Kan. South
Burmankasy, vill., Shum. North

Kadi-Kasy, viil., Cheb. West |
Kalinino, vill., Shum.
Kalmykovo, vill., Cheb. West
KANASH, city, Kan., Regional

| Center

Chapeyevskii, town, Cheb. (Ap- Karabai-Shermusha, vill., Alat.
parently a suburb of Cheboksary East

proper) Kashmashi, vill., Shum. North
Chebakovo, 2-oe (vtoroye), vill., Khodary, vill., Shum,
Shum. North Khormaly, vill., Kan. South
CHEBOKSARY, city, Cheb. Kil'dishevo, vill., Shum. North
| Chemursha, vill., Cheb. Kirya, town, Sham. South
§ Cherbai, vill., Shum. North Kladbishchi, vill., Alat.
| Chiganari, vill., Shum, North  Kol'tsovka, vill., Kan.
Chkalovakoye 2~-oe {vtoroye), Komsomol'skoye, vill., Regional
§ vill., Kan. South Center, Kan. South
i Chubayevo, vill,, Kan. Kovali, vill., Tsiv. East
Churachiki, vill,, Tsiv., Kozhevennoye, vill., Shum.
| Regional Center South

Churadchiki, vill., Kan. South Kozlovka, town, Regional Center,
Churak-Kasy, vill., Cheb. West Tsiv, East
Chuvarlei, vill., Alat.
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Krasnoarmeiskoye, vill.,
Regional Center, Tsiv.
Krasnoglukhovsk, vill., Shum.
South
Krasnyi Oktyabr', vill., Shum,
Krasnye Chetai, vill., Regional
Center, Shum. North
Kshaushi, vill., Tsiv.
Kudashi, vill., Cheb. West
Kudeikha, vill., Shum. South
Kugesi, vill., Regional Center,
Cheb.
Kumarkino, vill., Shum. North
Kuvakino, vill,, Alat.
Kyul'khiri, vill., Shum.

Maloye Karachkino, vill,, Cheb,

West
Malye Karmaly, vill., Kan.
South
Malye Kibechi, vill., Kan.
Mariinskii Posad, town,
Regional Center, Cheb,
Mirenki, vill., Alat,
Mishukovo, vill., Shum. South
Morgaushi, vill., Regional
Center, Shum. North
Mozharki, vill., Kan.

Napol'noye, vill., Shum. South

Nikolayevskoye, vill., Shum.
North

Nikol'skoye, vill., Shum. South

Nizh. Kumashka, vill., Shum.

Novye Aibesi, vill., Alat. East

Novoye Chelny-Syurbeyevo,
vill., Kan. South

Novyi Chukal', vill., Alat. East

Novobaibatyrevo, vill., Kan.
South

Novouryumovo, vill., Kan.

Nyurshi, vill., Tsiv.

Oktyabr'skoye, vill., Regional
Center, Tsiv.

Oraushi, vill., Kan.
Orinino, vill., Cheb, West

Pervomaiskoye, vill., Regional
Center, Kan. South

Pokrovskoye, vill,, Tsiv.

Polyanki, vill., Shum. North

Poretskoye, vill., Regional
Center, Shum. South

Povarkasy, vill., Tsiv.

Proletarskii, vill., Cheb.
{North Bank of Volga)

Russkaya Sorma, vill., Shum.
North

Russkiye Algashi, vill., Shum.
South

Sarui, vill,, Tsiv.
Sendimirkino, vill., Shum.
Shat'maposi, vill., Shum. North
Shemursha, vill., Regional
Center, Alat. East
Sheptaki, vill., Shum. North
Shikhazany, vill., Kan,
Shirtany, vill., Kan. South
Shivali, vill., Tsiv. East
Sholya, vill., Shum. North
Shorkistry, vill., Kan,
Shtanashi, vill., Shum. North
Shumerlya, town, Regional
Center, Shum.
Shumexrlya, vill., Shum.
Siyava, vill., Shum. South
Sosnovka, town, Cheb. {North
Bank of Volga)
Sovetskoye, vill., Shum. North
Sredniye Tatmyshi, vill., Kan.
Starye Aibesi, vill., Alat. East
Starye Toisi, vill., Kan. South
Stemasy, vill., Alat.
Suguty, vill., Alat. East
Surskii Maidan, vill., Shum.
South
Sutyazhnoye, vill., Shum. South



Tansarino, vill., Tsiv.
Tarkhany, vill., Kan. South
Tarkhany, vill., Shum.
Tinsarino, vill., Cheb,
Toburdanovo, vill., Kan,
Togayevo, vill., Tsiv,
Toishevo, vill., Shum. North
Toisi-Parazusi, vill., Kan.
Toldy-Burtasy, vill., Shum,
Trekhbaltayevo, vill., Alat.
East
Tsivil'sk, town, Regional
Center, Tsiv.
Turi-Kasy, vill., Cheb.
Turmyshi, vill., Kan.
Tuvsi, vill,, Tsiv,
Tyumerevo, vill., Kan.
Tyurlema, vill,, Tsiv. East

Ubeyevo, vill., Tsiv.

Urmary, town, Regional
Center, Tsiv,

Urmavyevo, vill., Kan, South

Vudoyali, vill., Kan.

Vurmankas Ukhmany, vill,,
Kan,

Vurnary, town, Regional
Center, Shum.

Vutabasi, vill., Kan.
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Yadrin, town, Regional Center
Shum. North

Yaltchiki, vill., Regional
Center, Tsiv. East

Yamanaki, vill., Tsiv.

Yamashevo, vill., Kan.

Yamskoi Posad, vill., Alat,

Yandashevo, vill., Cheb.

Yangil'dino, vill., Cheb.

Yangil'dino, vill., Taiv.
East

Yangil'dino, vill., Kan.
South

Yanglichi, vill., Kan.

Yangorchino, vill., Kan.

Yantikhovo~Norvashi, vill.,
Kan,

Yantikovo, vill., Kan. South

Yantikovo, vill., Regional
Center, Kan.

Yavlei, vill., Alat.

Yelashi, vill,, Tsiv.

Yelmochi, vill,, Kan.

Yemetkino, vill., Tsiv. East

Yerdovo, vill., Tsiv.

Yershiposi, vill., Kan.

Yumanai, vill., Shum.

Zasurskoye, vill., Cheb. West

189 Towns, villages and cities listed.






PART II






INTRODUCTION

0.1 Classification and Characteristics of the Chuvash Language

The Chuvash language is a member of the Turkic group of
languages (once called Turco-Tatar), which extends from the Med-
iterranean and Black Sea to Eastern Siberia where it joins with
Mongolian and Tungus {(Manchurian) to form the Altaic family of
languages. Some persons unite this family with the Finno-Ugric
family (consisting of Finnish, Hungarian and some minor languages
spoken in the Soviet Union), but the scientific basis of this broad
relationship has not as yet been fully established. Such a super-
stock is called the Ural-Altaic family,

Turkic languages are characterized as a whole by vowel
harmony, general lack of consonant groups, the specific lack of
initial 1 and r in native words, the use of possessive suffixes, lack
of gender and a general agglutination of suffixes in word formation.
Other features are the lack of articles, the use of postpositions
(which, unlike prepositions, come after, not before, the governed
word), an interrogative particle, and a use of ‘converbs' to join
clauses, in lieu of finite verb forms bounded by time. Since the
verb has final position in the sentence, and relative constructions
are little used, the various modifying elements must precede
what they qualify; consequently sentences are constructed {as to
order of elements) in almost the exact reverse manner of that
employed in English or Western European languages.

The total number of speakers of Turkic languages may be
reckoned at well over forty millions, divided roughly into 26,000,000
in the Soviet Union, and twenty or more million Turks in Turkey
proper.

Although the Turkic languages do display remarkable similarity
among themselves, and are moreover very conservative (so that
the difference in structure between the language of the Orkhon
inscriptions of the 8th century and modern Turkic languages is not
great), a generally accepted scheme for arranging and classifying
the various groups has not as yet been agreed upon, Of the various
systems proposed, the following may be cited as an instance which
will be adequate for the present purposes.
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The parent Altaic linguistic unity (after the presumed diver-
gence of Korean and possibly of Japanese) contained the elements of
later Turkic, Mongolian and Manchu-Tungusic languages. This
community yielded the pre-Turkic language, usually called Com-
mon Turkic. In this stage, there was a sound *¥ {(sometimes called
r? to distinguish it from ordinary r}. In Chuvash and the ancient §
Volga Bolgar language (perhaps also in the Khazar language, of
which little survives), *# > r and merged with the firstr. Inall
other Turkic languages, however, it is represented by z. Since
there are a score or more of modern Turkic languages and dialects,
all with z in words where Chuvash has an r going back to ¥¥, many
Turcologists, impressed by the fact that there is only one r-language,
have spoken of Chuvash as characterized by rhotacism, the turning
of a sound into r. When one looks at older historical data and at
the correspondences of words in other Altaic languages, finding
there r and not z, it seems evident that in spite of present-day
numbers, the general Turkic z is secondary, and that Chuvash r
represents an Altaic survivance. The division, therefore, into
z-languages and r~language(s) is inadequate completely to classify
Turkic languages.

Another sound present in the Common Turkic stage was *d. !

In medial and final position, -d- became -r- in Chuvash, and -d-
in other Turkic languages. From that -d- arose the present-day
correspondences of d, t, y, and z. These last furnish a second
criterion for classifying Turkic languages. Of the four possibilities,
the most wide~spread is y.

Since the classification of Chuvash has been the subject of some,
dispute, it may prove useful to note the division of z-languages. It
is based on linguistic criteria and the form of certain key words
used to classify. One may give six chief sub~groups, not counting '
Chuvash, the r-language. ~

0.11 Yakut, a language spoken by about a quarter of a million
Turks in a large area in Eastern Siberia, and which developed in
its own way due to isolation from the main mass of Turkic tribes.
The original -d- sound is represented by t in Yakut,

0.12 The Northeast group (also called the Northern), which ‘
has several subdivisions of its own, includes the Tuva or Uryankhai
language of Tannu Tuva, the Karagas (or Tofalary), the Khakas
{including the Beltirs, Koybals, and some other minor groups),
and the Shor. The various Oirot tribes of the Altai also come under:
this heading. Here, d has become 4, t, and y.

&
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0,13 The Northwest group (also called the Western) is some-

‘times given the general name of Kipchak, from an important tribe

of Golden Horde times. The languages of this group are spoken over
a very great area, and include the Kirgiz (once Karakirgiz), of whom
there are nearly a million; the important Kazakh language of Kazakh-
stan, spoken by about three and one half million at the present time;
the Karakalpak, which is essentially a Kazakh dialect; some Turkic
languages spoken in the Caucasus, namely, Karachai, Balkar, Nogai,
Karaim, and Crimean Turk; the Tatar language (also called Volga
Tatar or Kazan Tatar from their region and capital), who number
nearly five million speakers; and the Bashkirs, numbering nearly

. @ million speakers. Thus it can be seen that numerically and po~-

litically, speakers of North-West Turkic languages are extremely

" important., In this group, d has become y.

0.14 The Southeastern group {also called Eastern) comprises

the East Turkic languages (Turki), of which Taranchi or New Uighur

of Chinese Turkestan is the most important. There are reportedly
over three million Uighur speakers in the Chinese province of
Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan). The Uzbeks of Uzbekistan number
over six million according to the 1959 census in the USSR alone,
thus making them one of the most important Turkic groups in the
Soviet Union. The former literary language of this group is called
Chagatai, and was written in the Arabic script. This term is still
met with today as a designation for these Turks. Here too, 4> .
0.15 The Southwestern group {also called Southern) was once

; known as the Oghuz Turks, from an ancient tribe of this name. The

Turkmen language, of which there are over a million speakers in

the USSR, belongs to this group, as does the important Azeri or
Azerbaijanian language, spoken by about two and one half million
speakers in the Soviet Union, plus over a million in northern Iran.
Finally, in this group too comes the language of the Turks of Turkey
itself, also called Osmanli {once Ottoman) or Anatolian Turkish.

The present-day Turkish Republic contains at least 20,000,000 Turks,

| plus several million of other nationalities. As before, d>y.

0.16 The last group, distinguished by some, is the Central
{or Turkmen-Kipchak) consisting of the Chulym of the Tomsk re-
gion,

There are several other classification schemes, although they
follow in principle the general outline of the one above in placing
together those languages which logically belong together. All
scholars, however, agree on the distinctness of Chuvash, and at
one time, some even advocated raising it to be a fourth independent
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group of the Altaic family, thus cognate to the other three members:
Turkic, Mongolian and Manchu-Tungus. Still others thought it
formed a sort of transitional bridge between Mongolian and Turkic.
In fact, for many years the Chuvash were not thought to be Turkic
at all, but to be Turkicized Finnic people. This view no doubt
arose because the neighboring East Finnic Mordvin and Cheremiss
(Mari) languages and Chuvash have mutually influenced each other,
which, coupled with the already unusual position of Chuvash in the
Turkic family as the sole remnant of Volga Bolgar days, meant
that their Turkic origin was obscured. In spite of the fact that
some early linguistic investigators (Klaproth and W. Schott) showed
in the early 1800°s that Chuvash was Turkic, one of the great early !
Turcologists, W. W. Radloff, paid this interesting language no '
heed, regarding it as a Turkicized Finno-Ugrian language.

The following diagram of family relationship and development
will show the stages in the development of Chuvash. It is simplified
80 as to focus attention on Chuvash.

Common Altaic

/\

Proto-Mongolian, Proto-Turco-Chuvash
Proto-Manchu-Tungus, (Hunnic?)
etc,
{d or &)
Proto-Chuvash Proto-Turkic
{West Hunnic) {East Hunnic)
{r) {d)

Common Turkic

d, t, z, y)

L [111

Various modern Chuvash Turkic languages
Mongolian languages, today of today
etc, [only r-lang. ] [all z-languages]
S
e.—.—...——-—-

modern borrowings
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{Note that the presence of modern borrowings from neighboring
d-languages, especially Kazan Tatar, also made it difficult to de~
termine the status of Chuvash.)

For those with an Indo-Europeanist background, the following
illustration may be used. An analogous situation would obtain if
the now non-existent East Germanic language (represented solely
by Gothic) did have a modern descendant, which had not undergone
the later sound-shifts that now characterize the West Germanic
languages, and which, moreover, had undergone strong influence
from, say, Slavic languages.

0.2 Chuvash Linguistic Scholarship

The first Chuvash grammar, which was in Russian, was printed
as early as 1769, and has recently been the subject of some articles
by Chuvash and Russian linguistic writers. In the West, Klaproth
wrote a comparison of Chuvash with Turkic languages in 1828, and
in 1842, Wilhelm Schott presented his doctoral dissertation in Ber-
lin, titled De lingua Tschuwaschorum. In the following decades,
Russian, Hungarian, Finnish and German linguists collected texts
and wrote some grammars of Chuvash, so that this language grad-
ually became better known, especially in Russia where its people
lived. Mistaken ideas about the ethnic affiliations and linguistic
status of the Chuvash were finally dispelled {though not all have ac~
cepted the change) by Ramstedt's article, Zur Frage nach der Stel-
lung des Tschuwassischen (*On the Classification of Chuvash”),
which appeared in 1922. In the next years, the Altaicist, Profes-
sor N. Poppe, wrote some important articles detailing the sound
developments and correspondences of Chuvash with Turkic and with
the Altaic pre-language. The German scholar, Johannes Benzing,
ig also the author of a number of articles dealing with Chuvash
grammar and literature, including a comprehensive sketch of Chu-
vash in the recently published Turkic handbook, Philologiae Turcicae
Fundamenta.

On Chuvash soil, the Chuvash I. Ya. Ydkovlev is remembered
for proposing that the lower dialect of Chuvash be the leading one,
and the basis of the literary language. In the 1870's he reformed
the Chuvash alphabet along phonemic and morphophonemic lines,
and added some diacritical marks to the Russian alphabet used to
write Chuvash. As an educator and teacher, he also helped to build
up a body of prerevolutionary Chuvash intelligentsiya, including the
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noted Chuvash poet Konstantin V., Ivanov. He was a teacher in the
Chuvash Teacher's School of Simbirsk, now renamed Ul'yanovsk
after the father of Vladimir 1. Lenin, Il'ya Nikolayevich Ul'yanov,
a 8chool inspector of the Tsarist government in the Simbirsk pro-
vince.

The Russian Nikolai Ivanovich Ashmarin, who became a Cor-
responding Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, was an
outstanding scholar of the Chuvash language. He devoted his entire
career to publishing works on Chuvash phonology, morphology and
syntax, and is remembered especially for his huge 17-volume dic-
tionary of Chuvash usage, Thesaurus linguae Tschuvaschorum,
which was not completed until 1950, nearly twenty years after
Ashmarin's death (1870-1933),

The Chuvash language was also grist for the mill of that once
lauded, now fallen Soviet linguist, N. Ya. Marr. For a time, the
unique position of Chuvash fanned the flames of controversy over
the so-called “Japhetic” theory of language origin which Marr ;
advanced. According to this erratic genius, Chuvash was a prime
example of a language at the Japhetic stage of development, and
formed a bridge to the Finno-Ugric languages to the north, and to
the Turkic and Mongolian languages to the east. Since the appear-~
ance of Stalin's well-known article on linguistics, no one has taken
Marr’s theories seriously, and since the death of Stalin, no one
has taken his linguistic theories seriously.

0.3 Sketch of Chief Sound Correspondences

(NB. The beginning student of Chuvash, especially the one
with a purely practical orientation, need not learn the ma-
terial of this and the following section now, but may con-
sider it at first only general information. Later, he may
wish to return to these two sections.)

As distinguishing features of Chuvash phonology and morphology,
the following points may be mentioned, in which Chuvash is com-
pared to the Turkish of present-day Turkey. The student may re-
fer to the section on the Chuvash alphabet to determine the value
of the letters. It should be mentioned too that not every instance of,
say, 1 and r falls under the heading given here, for often other
equivalences exist, or circumstances must be taken into account
which we cannot go into at this point.
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0.31 Chuvash 1 corresponds to the sh sound of other Turkic
languages {written 3in modern Turkish).

Chuvash Turkish
x &1 kig winter
Zul tag stone
gul yag year
al¥k egik door (Tk. =threshold)
k¥mél kilmiig silver
utmil altrmg sixty
piligk beg five

0.32 Chuvash r corresponds to the z sound of modern Turkish.
Chuvash r may also go back to Old Turkish §, which becomes y in
modern Turkish, and d, t or z in some other Turkic languages.

pér buz ice

xé&r kiz girl, daughter
xuran kazan kettle

tdyidr dokuz nine

vikdr Skiiz ox

tdvar tuz salt

xur kaz goose

s¥1t&r yildiz star

f1r- yaz- to write

-sar ~81% without (suffix)
piré&n bizim our

ur- OT #*kob- > koy- to place

{Remember, when looking at the above examples, that only one
correspondence is being illustrated. Do not be concerned about the
. vowels, for instance.)

0.33 Chuvash 4 corresponds to Turkish y.

§ul vag year
SAltAr yildiz star
§8n¥ yeni new

s¢r yilz hundred
§im-ef yem-ek food
S1r- yaz- to write

Suk yok there is no
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0.34 The plural morpheme of Chuvash, / -sem,/, morpho- :
phonemically {-seN}, which observes vowel harmony only in dialects -
but not in the written language (viz,, -sam, »gg_n_}_). corresponds in
meaning and usage to the Turkic suffix -lar/-ler.

vivis-sem agag-lar trees

utsem at-lar horses

xér-sem kiz-lar girls

&4-sem ig-ler affairs, matters
Eefek-sem cegek-ler flowers

Contrary to the practice in other Turkic languages, the plural
morpheme in Chuvash follows possessive morphemes (the meaning |

of these terms will be explained later in the grammatical portions).
Thus,

Chuvash: x#r ‘girl’ + -er ‘your’ + sem ‘plural’ = yfrersem
‘your girls’
Turkish: kiz ‘girl’ + -lar ‘plural’ + iniz ‘your’' = kizlarimsz

‘your girls’

0.35 Finally, for reasons which will not be gone into here,
and because in Chuvash medial voiceless consonants employ a voiced
allophone, Chuvash uses unvoiced consonants where other Turkic
languages write voiced consonants, in many instances.

pitém biitdn all

etem adam man

kil~ gel- to come

pué bag head

tin¥§ deniz sea

timer demir iron

tu (tfv-) dag mountain

pur var there is, there exists
pul- *bol- > ol- to be, to become

0.4 Outline of Turkish Historical Phonology

The following outline is based on Benzing, '‘Das Tschuwaschische’
{see Bibliography), but is considerably simplified, and only a few
examples chosen, The purpose of this section is only to give the
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reader some general idea of the development of vowels and conso-
nants from the Common Turkic {Co. Tu.) stage {(denoted, as is
customary, by an asterisk¥®),

The outline is divided into Vocalism and Consonantism. With
regard to vocalism, it should be noted that the length of Co. Tu.
vowels is not uniformly treated in Chuvash.

Vocalism

0.411 Co.Tu. *a rarely corresponds to Chuv. a, exceptin
' non-first syllables, where it is usually represented by a. In the
. first syllable, there are three possibilities, 1, u or & and &,

¥bar- > Chuv. pir- ‘to go;' afag = Chuv. yivas ‘tree’
¥gap- > Chuv. yup- 'to close;' bag = Chuv. pu# ‘head’
¥bayrr > Chuv, p¥ver ‘liver' {(Turkish bagir)

0.412 Co.Tu. *i corresponds to Chuvash a in all positions.

evlen- = Chuv. avlan- ‘to marry’ (lit. to make a house for
oneself)

; 0.413 Co.Tu. *i, ¥ and *e, in the first syllable, are repre-
‘sented as: ior1, ¥or 4 anda. Thus Chuv. yita (<it) ‘dog,’ xir
(< * qir) *steppe, field,’ and sil8& (< * yetti) ‘seven,’ as examples
of the first. For the second, Chuv. p¥r (cf. Turkish bir) ‘one, a,’
or 3%t~ (<* git-) ‘to sprout.’ Lastly, Chuv. par- {<* ber-, Turkish
ver-) ‘to give.' In syllables other than the first, there are various
treatments, both a/e and 4/&,
0.414 Co. Tu. *o and *u in the first syllable may be represented
' by Chuvash u, ¥ or 1. Thus *bol~. {Turkish ol- with regular loss of
initial b-) > pul- ‘to be, to become;' *topraq > Chuv. tdpra ‘earth,
soil,* or Turkic tur- > Chuv, tir. ‘to stand, to be;’ and *oyul Tur-
kish oful) = Chuv. 1v4l ‘son.’ In non-first syllables, both a/e and
X/8,
0.41% Co. Tu. *8 and *i correspond to Chuvash { (after k, u
‘is written instead of i), & and i. Thus, Turkish biitiin = Chuv. p&t&m
‘all;’ *81- ‘to die' is Chuvash vil-, and *kidn (Turkish giin) is Chu-
vash kun ‘day.’

0.416 Those familiar with another Turkic language will note
that in many Chuvash words there is a prefixed initial y or v. This
consonant appears to arise, in the case of v, from an old initial
rounded vowel, and in the case of y, from an old a or &.
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*el yal people, village

*at yat name

*it. yat- to carry, bear

*ikiz yEk&r twins

*orun virdn place, spot

*orus vir&s Russian

u- v¥s- to fly

*ayal vivd$ tree
Consonantism

0.4201 The Common Turkic consonant y appears in Chu- |
vash initially as § (thus, *yilan = Chuv. $&len ‘'snake,’ or Turkish
yiiz = Chuv §&r ‘100'), and medially as y, thus *ay = Chuv. aydy
‘month, moon.’

0.4202 The Co. Tu. r and 1 are retained as such, thus *&r >
Chuv. ar ‘man,’ or *ilig > Chuv. al¥ ‘hand.’' However, there was
also another kind of r and 1, which some think to be a palatalized
*f and *1', It is the descendants of these two sounds which are
represented in other Turkic languages by z and sh. Thus *bizip
(Turkish bizim) > Chuvash pir&n ‘our, of us,’ or Turkish kiz, Chu-
vash y¥r ‘girl.’ Likewise, the other 1 (*1') of Co. Tu. becomes sh
in other Turkic languages, while remaining 1 in Chuvash, viz.,

*t35 = Chuv. &ul ‘stone,' or *i¥ik = Chuv. al¥k ‘door.’

0.4203 Co.Tu. s is represented in Chuvash by s and §, thus, |
*k&s- ‘to cut’ is Chuvash kas-, and *sora- {to ask) in Chuvash Zira-
‘to seek.’ !

0.4204 Co.Tu. § becomes Chuvash §, thus baZ ‘head,’ Chuvash’
0.4205 Co.Tu. *q and *k are treated as follows. In general,
*q becomes Chuvash x, and k remains k, but sometimes both be-
come y initially. After consonants and finally, it is a general
characteristic of Chuvash consonantism for ¢ and k to disappear.

*kSkiz Chuv. k¥kdr breast
*qalin Chuv. yuldn thick
*15ik Chuv. aldk door
*qdl- Chuv. yul- to remain
*qutqar- Chuv. yitar- to save
*qabaq Chuv. ydva willowtree

*qirq Chuv. y&riy forty
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0.4206 Co,Tu. *y and *g have a similar treatment, in that
. these disappear finally in words or syllables, as well as intervo-
calically.

*Eirig Chuv. far({d) army

*3gren- Chuv. verén- to leran

¥*tay-da Chuv. tu-ra on the mountain
(dative)

*kel-mi-gdn  Chuv. kilmen not come, one who

has not come

0.4207 Co.Tu. t remains usually as t, although it sometimes
becomes &.

tut- Chuv. tit- to hold, grasp, seize

tas Chuv. &ul stone

0.4208 Co. Tu. 6 (= d) corresponds to Chuvash r (which also
may have other origins}. This § (d) later became 4, t, 2z, and y in
other Turkic languages (y in modern Turkish). A key word used to
classify Turkic languages is the word for foot, *abaq, which has
reflexes of ayak, adak, and so on. In Chuvash, the regular cor-
respondence for this word (with loss of final q) is ura. Afterlnr
this sound is represented by t, which in turn often becomes &.

0.4209 Co. Tu. & is usually represented in Chuvash as §, thus
*Zana > Chuvash funa 'sled,’ or the common Turkic verb i&- ‘to
drink,’ is Chuvash &§- ‘to drink.’

0.4210 Co.Tu. p, b and m are usually retained in Chuvash as
such, although ¥b~ becomes p- in Chuvash initially. Thus:

*bar- Chuv. pir- to go
*gapar- Chuv. yfpar- to ascend
*orman Chuv. vdrman woods, forest

0.4211 Co.Tu. nand J become Chuvash n and m, thua:

*bitin Chuv. pétém all
*sigdk Chuv, #3na a fly



PHONOLOGY

1.0 Chuvash Dialects

When English is written, the reader cannot distinguish the
prose of an Englishman from that of an Australian or an American,
unless unusual words or expressions are used. When we hear a
speaker of English, we immediately perceive the difference be-
tween someone from Boston, New York or Atlanta, as well as the
differing pronunciations of English speakers from abroad. The
same thing applies to Chuvash. The formal written language, or
simply “Literary Chuvash,” exists only in one form, unless the
writer purposely chooses a dialect word., The spoken language,
however, exists in a number of slightly differing forms, as spoken
by people in various districts and villages,

Chuvash distinguishes two basic territorial dialects, the upper
or viryal (from vir ‘upper’ + yal ‘village, people’), spoken in the {
northern or flatter regions nearer the Finnic peoples, and the lower!
or anatri (from anat ‘lower part’ + -ri ‘the one in'), spoken in the '
southern forested areas. There uare?efinite differences between
them, but the official language of books, newspapers, magazines,
the radio, schools and theater, was largely formed on the basis !
of the lower (anatri) dialect of Chuvash. When there are two words !
in the Chuvash vocabulary for an item, the one from the lower
dialect was usually taken for the literary norm, such as the words
anne ‘mother," §ersi ‘sparrow,’ asatte ‘grandfather,’ seyet ‘watch,
hour,’ infe ‘far,' kIZkIr- ‘to cry out,’ Xé‘.san *when, ' §3kXr ‘bread,’
tim&r§& ‘smith, ' and so on. Words from the upper dialect are
25 'meat, ' pi&Ze ‘elder brother' and others. Sometimes, there are
two words, one from each major dialect, as gland xir ‘field,"
uldy- and ydpar- ‘to rise, ascend,’ or vir§- and sapdé- ‘to fight,
struggle.*

The difference between the various spoken dialects of modern
Chuvash is very slight, so that for native speakers, there is no
difficulty in mutual comprehension. The upper dialect regions
correspond mostly to the districts of the old Kazan Province, and
the lower dialect regions to those of the old Simbirsk Province.

The exact boundary of the dialects (dialect isogloss) can be indicated
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on a map by following the data given in Ashmarin’s Thesaurus, Vol.
I, pp. 217-226, under the entry anatri &&vai.

1.1 Orthography and Alphabets of Chuvash

The Volga Bolgars, being under the influence of Islam, natural-
1y used the Arabic script for whatever writing in their own language
they may have done. There is some evidence that books may have
been produced in this script, but our chief source of information is
i some inscriptions on Volga Bolgarian tombstones from the 13th and
' 14th centuries, and a list of Bolgar princes from the 8th century in

a Slavic source. It may be presumed that these ancestors of the
present-day Chuvash, like other Turkic peoples, had a rich heritage
of lays, ballads, epics and sagas which were transmitted orally,

but it does not appear that any of them were ever written down.

Thus, quite a few centuries went past in which the Chuvash
language was not written down at all. In the 18th century, as Rus-
sian expansion, colonization and missionary activity moved east-
ward, a need arose to reach the Chuvash people in their own lan-
guage. The natural choice for a script was of course the Russian
or Cyrillic alphabet, just as the languages of native America have
been written with alphabets deriving from English. The first tran-
scriptions of Chuvash were rather unscientific, and made use of
many more letters than were necessary. In 1871 Ivan Yakovlevich

i Ydkovlev, a Chuvash teacher in Simbirsk, devised an improved

' form of the Chuvash alphabet, based on the Russian with addition

of five new letters to denote Chuvash sounds not found in Russian.
Unlike English, where one letter may denote several sounds (pho-
nemes), or even worse, where a combination of letters is used to
denote a unit sound {(as th, ch, sh), this Chuvash alphabet used only
one letter for one sound, regardless of what combinatory variants
that sound might undergo. This was a very good alphabet, and was
used with hardly any change until 1938, when five letters were elim-
inated and the sounds indicated by them written in the Russian man-
ner as part of a general program to bring Russian and non-Russian
languages closer together in their writing systems.

At present, Chuvash is written with all 33 letters of the modern
Russian alphabet, to which 4 letters with diacritical marks above
and below are added, making a total of 37 letters. Quite a few of
these letters, however, occur only in Russian words which have
made their way into Chuvash recently. Western Turcologists usually
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prefer to write Chuvash in a Latin alphabet with diacritics, as this
makes the connections between Turkic languages clearer.

1.11 The Chuvash Alphabet

The following alphabetical table gives the letters in the Chuvash
alphabet of Ydkovlev, that of the present-day, and the transcription
into English letters as given in this book.

o1d Present English Comment or Explanation
Alphabet Alphabet Transcription *»

a a a

- { a
(6) 6 b In Russ. & for, words only

B B v
{r) r g In Russ. & for. words only
(r) .4 4 In Russ. & for. words only

e -] ye Old = e everywhere; new =

ye- initially and e else-
where

¥ y &

- & yo or & Only in Russian loanwords
{=) x z In Russ. & for. words only
{a) a z In Russ. & for. words only
", 1 4 i

4 4 i or vy Occursonlyafter vowels. Tran

scribed as y except after i.

] K k

a a 1

B {ap) 1 or 1ly Not a separate letter today

M N m

H H n

L] HB n or ny, n' Not a separate letter today
{o) ° o In Russ. & for. words only

n n P

P P r

P Ph r orry, r! Not a separate letter today

c ¢ ]

g ¢ §

T T t

T Th t {t") Not a separate letter today

y ¥y u



67

O1d Present English .
Alphabet Alphabet Transiription Comment or Explanation
b4 b4 i
($) ® f In Russ. & for. words only
x x X or x
(u) u ts In Russ, & for. words only
¥ 9 &
i iid -]
() u -1 Only in Russian loanwords
(®) > " or omitted Only in Russian loanwords
H H 1
(») b ! or omitted Both foreign and native
words
- ] e Occurs initially and in
loanwords
(zY) » yu
(#2a) a ya

Although the old Yikoviev alphabet is no longer used, there are
still many books in Chuvash in this alphabet which the student may
have need to consult, as the works of Ashmarin on Chuvash. Those
consonants given in parentheses in the preceding table did occur in
Chuvash transcriptions of Russian and foreign names, but were not
used in any native Chuvash words. Today, however, those conso-
nants are counted as part of the regular Chuvash alphabet. The
order of that alphabet, too, was rather different from the present
one, which follows the Russian order closely. The old alphabet has
all the vowels first, with the reduced & and & last, followed by the
semivowels y and v. The consonants range in order after that.

In transcription this alphabet ran as follows: a, e, 1, i, u{o), 4, &,
g v, v, k,1,1', m,n, n*, p, T, 1!, 8, § t, t' & (f), x and &.
This is the order used in Ashmarin’s 17-volume Chuvash dictionary.
Note particularly that Russian e has the value of e, not of ye as it
does in the present alphabet. Further, the sounds represented by

the present-day Russian letters ® and g were given in the old alphabet
as #yand #8a.

About 1938 a revision of the Yakovlev alphabet was introduced
in Chuvashia, which meant the dropping of the four letters %, %, T
and %, the use of Russian® and &, as well as 5/, the introduction
of the voiced consonants (b, d, g, #, z and so on) as part of the
alphabet, and the adoption of the Russian order of letters as given
in a second column.
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In Western works on Turcology, the student may encounter yet
another transcnption of Chuvash words. The chief differences are
thatj=1,9=&, 5=%, and t§ = & Other changes are easily under-
stood.

In the present work, we are going to use an English transcrip-
tion of the Chuvash alphabet, for several reasons. In the first
place, the English letters represent a mechanical substitution of
certain English letters for the corresponding Chuvash or Russian
letters, that is, a is a, t is t, and so on. The student faced with
learning the vocabulary and grammar of a new language should not
have the hurdle of new letters to contend with. When he has learned
what some words mean, then it will be meaningful to see them in
their native dress. Further, the relationships between Turkic
languages and Chuvash are more apparent when a Latin alphabet is
employed. Lastly,from a practical point of view, it is very dif-
ficult to prepare the text of such a work as the present one employ-
ing two or three typewriters at once, one for each of several scripts
involved.

The reading selections accompanying this work are, however,
given in the regular Cyrillic alphabet for all contemporary selec~
tions, and the Latin alphabet is only used for folkloristic selections.
The student should begin to familiarize himself with the Russian-
type alphabet as soon as a few lessons have been covered, by be-
ginning one of the first reading selections in the modern script.

The English order of letters is used in the Glossary of the
Reader, and is as follows: a, %, b, &, d, e, &, £, g, i, 1, k, 1, m,
n,o,p,r,s, § &, t,u, 4, v, X, ¥, 2, and Z. Note that the Russian
order differs by placing at the end some letters we are accustomed
to find at the beginning, and vice versa.

1.2 The Sound System of Literary Chuvash

1.20 Foreword to the Specialist or Teacher

The Yakovlevian or prerevolutionary Chuvash phonemic system
contained only voiceless consonants, liquids, nasals and semi-
vowels. The voiceless consonants (stops, fricatives and affricates)
had voiced allophones in intervocalic position and after (but not be-
fore) liquids, nasals and semi-vowels (I mn r vy). All consonants
could occur geminated, except the voiced allophones in the positions
mentioned. Thus, as voicing was always accompanied by absence
of length in these positions, it was never necessary to write any
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voiced consonants, as the voiced allophones were used only under
statable conditions. Free variation of voiced and unvoiced conso-
nants also occurred initially and finally as a junctural or sandhi
feature of word liaison.

After the Revolution, however, Russian words with voiced con-
sonants began to be introduced in large numbers, this being aided
by the presence of voiced allophones already in the language (the
voiced consonants in older Russian loanwords were converted to
their unvoiced equivalents for the most part). At the same time,
the feature of length after /1 m n r v y/ began to be neutralized.
Whereas formerly Ashmarin (I, 52-53) could oppose /iltdm/ [ildim]to
/ilttdn/ [11ttin]‘ gold, gold coin,’ /kurka/ [kurga](VIL, 8)*scoop, ladle’ to
/kdirkka/ [k¥rkka] (VII, 179) ‘turkey’ and types like /yulta3/ [yuldag]'com-
rade’ to types like /ulttX/ [ulttl],'six, 'at present, if we are to believe the
statement of Yegorov (Chuvash~RussianDictionary, p. 302)“thisinour
time is no longer a sign of length, buta mere orthographicaldevice to
denote voiceless consonants in a voiced position.” Hence, a new
opposition of voiced to unvoiced after /ilmnr vy/ has arisen, In
other words, formerly /karta/ was [karda] ‘herd' and /kartti/ was
[kartt¥] ‘map;' now, they would be [karda] versus [kartX], thus op-
posing /d/ to /t/, formerly, /d/ being opposed only to /tt/. (It
should also be mentioned that there are some cases of free variation,
at least, insofar as the official orthography is concerned, between
voiced and voiceless in the positions under discussion, e.g., /kakira/
and /kakkXra/, /y#rka-/ and /y&rkka-/, and /kXrt3/ vs. /kirttxs/.)

Consequently, the provisional phonemic analysis of Chuvash
texts presented here (in lieu of an analysis of a spoken corpus) con-
siders, for pedagogical reasons, native voiced consonants to exist
only as allophones to their voiceless counterparts under statable
conditions. This means that the transcription between slant lines
is not strictly phonemic, but rather morphophonemic or morphemic,
based on the current orthography. From this orthography, a pro-
visional phonemic writing may be constructed if desired, but for
purposes of instruction, it is thought better to employ here only one
system, making the transcription between slant lines essentially
coincide with the spelling to be met by the student in contemporary
printed texts.

From a practical point of view, Chuvash writing is well suited
to the language (although it does unnecessarily note the phonetic
feature of palatalization). This is all the more remarkable consid-
ering that it was formulated in 1871, at a time when the word pho-
neme had not as yet been used (1879).
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The sounds of Chuvash are not difficult, and can be readily
mastered by an English-speaking person, particularly if there is
a native speaker of Chuvash to be of assistance in correcting one’s
pronunciation. If there is no one who can do this, then the student
must endeavor to approximate the pronunciation from the written
description of sounds until such time as actual speakers of Chuvash
can be utilized.

The phonemes of a language are the essential sounds by which
words are differentiated from one another. These functional sound
units which are significant in Chuvash can be divided into two major
categories, the vowels and the consonants,

1.21 Vocalism

There are eight vowel phonemes in native Chuvash words, plus
a ninth /o/ employed only in Russian loanwords and dialect words.
The following symbols will be employed for them.

duced
high low high T I:w:e
unrounded unrounded rounded rounded
front i € d &
back 1 a w a

Note carefully the use of diacritical marks over some of these vowels.
These do not indicate any modification of the basic sound, as some
might think, but are instead the symbols for completely independent
sounds. That is, & with a short mark or breve above it is not sim-
ply another way of writing a, it is a distinct vowel sound in its own
right, although of course bearing a close connection to the other
vowel phonemes.

More important perhaps than the exact articulatory quality of
these vowels is the fact that they are phonemically opposed to each
other. That is, what distinguishes /u/ from /a/ is not its phonetic
rendering as much as its relative height in the presence or absence
of labialization or rounding. In other words, phonetic [a] can vary
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in the direction of [], or /u/ can vary towards /o/ as long as the
opposition to another partner is not obscured.

1.2101 The back, low, unrounded vowel is denoted by the sym-
bol /a/, and may be compared with the [a] of German or Russian.
(but not the flat a of English can or at}. It is pronounced further
back and with lower timbre than the Russian [a]. It occurs initially,
medially and finally, varying from close to open, and may be stressed
or unstressed. Examples are: /ama/ ‘mother,’ /urpa/ ‘barley,’
and /urapa/ ‘carriage.’ It is opposed to other vowels in such words
as: /pat/ direction, /pit/ cheek, /p&t/ end! finish!

1.2102 The back, low, rounded vowel is denoted by the symbol
/4/, and does not have equivalents in English or Western European
languages. It is always reduced, and can occur stressed only in
the first syllable of a polysyllabic word. It varies in its phonetic
realization from a reduced /1/ or [3] (the schwa-like sound of a in
English sofa) to a labialized version of the a in English all {with
rounded lips). It is like Russian /o/ or /a/ after the accent (as in
diréktor or triktor). It is fleetingly pronounced, and sometimes
so reduced as to sound almost coalesced with the following consonant
as in /k¥vak/ ‘blue,’ almost > [kvak], somewhat as when an English
speaker slows down a consonant cluster to yield ‘pul-leeze!’ Hence
doublets sometimes occur, as farislan/ and /arslan/ ‘lion.’ This
vowel is an unstable one and drops easily at the end of words, or in
compounds, e.g., tdvat{l) ura ‘four feet.' By itself, it is rather
like a short 8, and when with other vowels, like a schwa, 3. Hence

/s41tidr/ *star' = [651dor], but /édmarta/ ‘egg’ = [fomardd]
/vikZr/ ‘bull' = [vSgor], but /xivar/ ‘stay!’ = [yovdr].

It occurs initially, medially and finally, as in /unin/ his, /déta/
where, /puld/ fish, /4n/ reason, mind, and is opposed to other
vowels in such words as: /pul¥/ fish, vs. /pula/ thanks to; /pir/
ice, vs. /p¥r/ one, a; /ut/ horse, vs. /uti/ hay.

1.2103 The front, low, unrounded vowel is denoted by the
symbol /e/, and varies between a closed [e] and an open [e], that
is approximately from the sound of e in English best to the open e
of French or German, e.g., Schnee, or the sound in English day
without the final diphthongization. It occurs initially, medially and
finally, as /erne/ week, /etem/ man, and may be stressed or un~
stressed. It is opposed to other vowels in such pairs as /yen/ side,
against /yun/ blood.
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1.2104 The front, low rounded vowel is denoted by the symbol
/&/, and, like its counterpart /Z/, does not have an equivalent in
English. It is essentially the same as /¥/, except that it is pro-
nounced in the front of the mouth, like an unlabialized schwa (3).

It too occurs only reduced, and may be stressed only in the first
syllable. It varies from a reduced [i] or [e] to its rounded equiva-
lent [8], with protruded or widespread lips. It may also virtually
disappear between consonants, as in slowed-up English words like
buh-read, or gah-rage. It is fleetingly pronounced, and like /5/,
is unstable in compounds and at the end of words.

It occurs initially, medially and finally, as in /&nt&/ now, al-
ready, or /p¥ér/ one, a, /epé/ 1, /éne/ cow, and others. Itis
opposed to other vowels in words like /p&r/ one, a, /pur/, there is,
/par/ givel, /pir/ go!, /pir/ ice, /pir/ hemp, linen, /plir/ pus,
and /per/ throw!

To judge from the remarks of Ashmarin (Materialy, p. 13),
some dialects of Chuvash distinguish [§] and [8] as phonemes, not
allophones. In the literary language treated here, however, no
distinction is made between such homonyms as /é&ér/ hundred
and /8¥r/ earth, or between /k&€r/ enter! and /k&r/ autumn.This
feature should be made the subject of later investigation.

1.2105 The front, high, unrounded vowel is denoted by the
symbol /i/, and is to be compared with the [i] of French, German
or Russian (but never with the i as in English night). It may occur
stressed or unstressed, and in initial, medial or final position, as
/ikk&/ two, [iryi/ morning, /pit/ cheek, face, /pin/ thousand. In
English terms, it may be said to vary from the i of is to the i of he,
without however the final glide of the latter. It is opposed to other
vowels in pairs like /im/ medicine, vs. /ém/ such!, vs. /um/
front, fore, and /pir/ hemp linen, vs. /pir/ go!

1.2106 The back, high, unrounded vowel is denoted by the
symbol /1/, a dotless or undotted i, and may be compared with the
sound denoted by the same letter in Turkish, or with the Russian
Y {yery), although it is articulated further back than Russian /y/-
The lips are not rounded. Approximately the same sound may be
found in English in such plurals as glasses, roses or churches, or
in the word ‘just’ when given the pronunciation that it has in some
sections of the United States as ‘jist’. Unlike all other vowels,
which may occur initially, medially and finally, /1/ may occur only
in initial or medial position, but finally, there is no phonemic op~
position of /i/ to /1/. It may be stressd or unstressed. Examples
are /ivil/ son, /iran/ tomorrow, /iltin/ gold, /pisik/ large. It
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is opposed to other vowels in such pairs as /iran/ tomorrow versus
/aran/ somehow.

1.2107 The back, high rounded vowel denoted by the symbol
/u/, and is comparable to the [u] of French (spelled ou), German
or Russian, or that sound in English without the final w-like glide.
It may occur initially, medially or finally, and in stressed or un-
stressed position. In some dialects, /u/ tends towards a lowered
[o], especially when followed by /4/. Examples of its use are
/ivilu/ your son, /ulma/ apple, and /yuman/ cak. Its opposition
to other vowels may be shown by the pair /pur/ all against /par/
give!

In some transcriptions of Chuvash, especially of folkloristic
content, the student may find /u/ written as o, although o does not
normally occur except in obvious loanwords like /oktyabr/ October,
or /sovet/, soviet, or /kolyoz/ kholkhoz, collective farm.

1.2108 The front, high rounded vowel is denoted by the symbol
/d/, and may be compared with the German i, French u, and ap-
proximately with such sounds as in English Buick, but pronounced
with greater tension and more liprounding. Some English speakers
approximate this sound in “music” or “Tuesday” (' Tyews-day').
The usual instruction for producing this sound is to round the lips
for ‘ee’ while articulating '00’, and this will yield an approximation
of it for our present purposes. This phoneme may occur initially,
medially and finally, in stressed and unstressed position, as in
/tpke/ lungs, /p&lii/ fact, thing known, /$urt/ house. In such pairs
as the following its opposition to other vowels is shown! /pirt/
room vs. /purte/ all, every; /yura/ black, vs. /xire/ tail, and
/yun/ blood vs. /yiin/ cheap.

1.2109 The phoneme /o/ may be given the value of a short
open o as in German or Russian o under stress. This phoneme oc~
curs only in Russian loanwords, or as dialect forms to Chuvash
words in their standard spelling. As mentioned previously, /u/ is
in some.dialects lowered to [0] by a following /¥/. Words contain-
ing /o/ are /sovet/ council, soviet, /revolyutsi/ revolution, /pro-
duktsi/ production, and many others.

1.2110 Note the orthographic convention {also observed in our
transcription in this book) to write the combination /yo/ in Russian
loanwords as &, thus, /samolét/ for /samolyot/, or /1&t&ik/ for
/lyot&ik/, meaning, respectively, ‘airplane,’ and ‘pilot.’ (But note
/yod/ *iodine. ")

1.2111 There are no long vowels or vowel sequences in Chu-
vash, and no diphthongs, although there are syllabic nuclei of which
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/y/ is the first or second member. This /y/ may occur preceding
all eight {or nine) vowels, and after vowels as follows: /a.y, ey,
oy, uy, 1y, &y/. No examples have yet been found for /&y/ and /dy/.
Hence, /y/ is treated as a consonantal phoneme in Chuvash.
1.2112 It will be noted by some that the 8 and o of other Turkic'
languages is not to be found in (native) Chuvash words, their posi~
tions instead being occupied by & and ¥. This does not mean that i
Chuvash /&/ corresponds to general Turkic &, but simply that in-
stead of a mid-low rounded 8, there is a somewhatlabializede (hence
the symbol & or 2 in some transcriptions), and instead of an o, a
schwa-like reduced sound symbolized by ¥ (or 8). Thus the close
vowels of parent Turkish have in general become wider vowels.

1.2113 Vowel Harmony

The principles of labial attraction (by which a rounded vowel
may be followed in a given word only by other rounded vowels) and
vowel harmony (likewise, by which only vowels from the top line or
the bottom line of the table on p. 70 may occur with each other) is
in general rather weakly carried through in Chuvash, in contrast
to its rather strict operation in some other Turkic languages. Par- .
ticularly often is a mixture of front and back vowels to be found in
the final syllables of words, when the possessive suffix of the 3rd
p. 8g. /-8/ is adjoined, when the plural morpheme /-sem/ is used
{the variants /sam/ and /sem/ occur only in spoken dialects, but
not in the formal written language), or in the use of /i/ for /1/
finally. Thus we may find such pairs as

/sar¥l-/ to enlarge /éirkala-/ to write a lot
/s1rél-/ to shun /éiirkele-/ to walk a bit

In fact, a great many suffixed morphemes exist in two forms, one
to be used with words containing front vowels, and the other for use
with back vowel words. This feature will be pointed out again when
such morphemes of dual shape occur in the Grammar lessons.

1.22 Consonantism

1.220 General Remarks

The consonant phonemes of Chuvash may be subsumed under '
two categories, the native versus the borrowed. From the view-
point of the learner, nothing is affected by such a division, buta

better analysis is obtained this way.
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The native consonant phonemes of Chuvash are unvoiced stops
and spirants, the liquids and nasals, plus the semi-vowels /y/ and
/v/. The unvoiced consonants are fortes initially and finally, and
lenes medially unless doubled, when they remain fortes. To the
untrained ear, the medial lenes consonants sound like their voiced
equivalents, and no great harm will be done if voiced sounds are
given. According to Yegorov (Dictionary, pp. 301-302), if the de-
gree of voicing found in Russian consonants is taken as 100, then
Chuvash consonants are voiced only between 70 and 80 on such a
scale.

In medial position, then, consonants are voiced intervocalically,
and after but not before the liquids, nasals and semi-vowels, viz.,
/lmnr y_:r-/ T"Consonants remain unvoiced before any other con-
sonant, and before I m n r y and v, and if they are doubled {gem-
inated). Many instances of the medial unvoiced pronunciation are
found in some hypocaristic forms of kinship terms, as /appa/,
/akka/, and in such final combinations as -rkka, which give these
words a definite Finnic overtone.

Clusters of consonants remain unvoiced, as /kalaréEpe/ ‘when
he said,’ or /tuysa/ ‘having arisen’ and the presence of a third con-
sonant in a medial cluster also inhibits the normal voicing, viz.,
/saltra, vartma, saltsa/. Likewise, a voiceless consonant in final
position, even if after /1 m n y r v/ remains voiceless, e.g., /salt,
sart, ptrt/ (cf. Ashmarin, Materialy, p. 46). In medial clusters,
one of the three will be /1 m r/. There are no initial consonant
clusters in native words, but words taken from Russian display all
of those found in that language, particularly /pr-/ being very com-
mon. The elision of /4/ and /&/ gives the acoustic impression of
a cluster, as /k&r&#n¥/ ‘he hired himself out’ > [k&rsn&].

Sporadic, perhaps regular, voicing occurs across word and
morpheme boundaries under conditions not as yet susceptible of
definition without analysis of a spoken corpus. This occurs in some
set phrases, as /§&n §ul/ New Year's > [88nZul], or /yala kilet/ ‘he
comes to the village' > [yala gilet']. A fuller investigation of this
phenomenon must be made later.

1.221 Native Consonant Phonemes

1.22101 The unvoiced postdental (or perhaps alveopalatal?)
affricate is denoted by the symbol /&/, and represents the general
sound of ch as in cheese, cheer, church, etc., except that it is
always palatalized in Chuvash. It occurs initially and medially,
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but finally, it is almost always followed by a vowel, e.g., /pi&le/
elder brother. In a few forms, it is in absolute word-final position,
as /4i&/ ‘seven,’ the short form of /6188&/. It is frequently gemi-
nated, and in such a case, remains unvoiced medlally and after
/lmnr y v/, but retains its palatalization. After an unvoiced con-
sonant, /&/ is unvoiced. (/layiyZe, viles&¥, kalamas&&/).

N /Ee&ek/ [tSedZzék]) flower
Ja&a/ [ad2d] child
/pur&&s/ [pir&¥] there was, he was
/iran&&en/ [iran&én] until tomorrow
/kal&Em/ [kd&4m] my child
/suk&&/ [sake¥] there was not
/&&vas/ [8ivdE] Chuvash

/&/ may also occur opposed to other consonant phonemes, as in
/aka/ field, vs. /a¥a/ child, or in /kil&&/ ‘he came’ vs. /kil&&E/
‘you would come’ (‘Dmitriyev & Gorskii, Russian-Chuvash Dictionary,
p- 875). The latter example, if it is pronounced [kildZz&] vs. [kilgd]
as we have seen earlier (pp. 68-69) would furnish a perfect minimal
pair to construct a voiced /j/ phoneme opposing the unvoiced /&/.
The word for “much, for a great deal” has been found in texts in
free variation, viz. [nummay&&en] (206,17; 208,5)*, vs. [nummay-
d¥en] [250,13; 256,3]. %

It would also be theoretically possible to analyze /&/ not as a
unit phoneme, but as a succession of /t/ and /3/. The only word
thus far found with this internal combination is /pat#a/, clearly a
borrowing from Persian padidah ‘king, emperor,* and the gerundial
ending /-at#an/, which occurs only in dialects (cf. Andreyev et al. ,
Grammar, p. 268). There seems to be no merit in such an analysis,
and /&/ is here retained to conform the transcription to the con-
temporary spelling.

Some writers have transcribed & as [t'], which would indicate
a palatalized domalt. Such an analysis would lead one to oppose
/t'/ {plus retroflexion) to /t/, and to isolate palatalization as a
phonemic feature. More information about the articulatory nature
of & is needed to resolve the analysis.

1.22102 The unvoiced velar stop is denoted by the symbol /k/,
and has basically the k-sound of European languages. Before front

*Such numbers henceforth given are citations to Paasonen's
Texts. If in parentheses (), refer to the re-transcription on that
page in this book; if in brackets [ ], refer to Paasonen's original
book,
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vowels, viz., Je, i, §, &/ it is somewhat palatalized. It is not
aspirated, and may occur initially, medially or finally. Initially
and finally, it is fortis, and medially, lenis, giving the acoustic
impression of [g] as in get. In intervocalic position, or immediately
after /lmnr y v/, it becomes voiced. When doubled between
vowels, it retains its unvoiced articulation.

[aldk/ door
/aka/ arable field
/kapla/ such, such a

It is opposed to other Chuvash phonemes in such pairs as /aka/
[aga] ‘field’ versus /akka/ [akka] ‘elder sister,’ versus /a&a/
[adZa] ‘child’ or in the series /kapla, apla, sapla/ ‘such’ (each
denotes a degree of distance).

According to the semiphonetic data of Paasonen’s Texts, in the
verb infix morpheme /-kala/, of iterative and intensive meaning,
the /k/ appears to retain its unvoiced nature even after /imnr/
{cf. p. 206, line 25), viz.:

/kulkalasa/ [kulkalaza]; /3&yérkalasa/ [#8y8rkalaza]; etc.

If these data are correct, it makes the patterning somewhat asym-
metrical.

As stated above, the /k/ phoneme has palatalized (soft) and non-
palatalized (bard) allophones, conditioned by front and back vowels
respectively. However, old loanwords from Russian are pronounced
with a soft [k'] finally, e.g., [starik'] old man, [pra#nik'] holiday,
or [prem¥k'] gingerbread, whereas modern loanwords are pronounced
with a hard /k/ as in Russian, viz., /teynik/, technique, /Eert&Znik/
draftsman, /kolxoznik/ collective farm worker. This phonetic dif-
ference shows up in the declension of these words, the former taking
front endings, the latter back endings.

nom. /starik/ /teynik/
gen. /starikén/ /teynikin/
dat. /starike/ /teynika/
instr. /starikpe/ /teynikpa/

1.22103 The lateral resonant is denoted by the symbol /1/, and
may he compared with the l-sounds of Western languages. It is
palatalized before /&/, and may occur initially, medially and finally.
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Palatalization occurs particularly in the vicinity of front vowels,
but is also found with back. Since /1/ and /1'/ are two phonemes
in Russian the Chuvash orthography has been influenced to write
a soft 1 /1'/ where it is heard, although this distinction is not a
phonemic one (no minimal pairs having been found as yet). In the
present transcription, no soft sign (') is written. As noted in the
foregoing, the presence of /1/ makes a following unvoiced conso-
nant voiced (or semi-voiced, the acoustic impressions vary), but
/1/ after an unvoiced consonant has no effect on that consonant.
From the phonetic data available, apparently /1/ does not make
/Y >/v/ le.g., 207,6, 209,1-2: yulxav], but this may be due to
a deficiency of typography in the sources, or at least inconsistency
{cf. Sergeyev, Grammatika, p. 9, listing /sulyin/ as pronounced
[sulgdn], presumably [g] standing for spirantic [y]).

/1/ frequently occurs geminated, especially as a result of the
common formative morpheme /.1a/ or /. 1yx/. Note such opposit-
tions as /kill¥n/ ‘of mortar’ vs. /kil¥n/ ‘of a house,’ /pilék/ belt
vs. /pill&k/ five, or /ald/ hand vs. /alli/ fifty. The /1/ may also
be opposed to other consonants, as /§ul/ road vs. /6ur/ half. Ex-
amples of initial and final position are /layXy/ good, well and /mal/
front.

No minimal pair (or subminimal pair) exists between /yul/
remain! and /iyul'/, because the soft sign in the latter comes
from a Russian loan, *July.’

1.22104 The bilabial nasal resonant is denoted by the symbol
/m/ and corresponds to the m sound of other languages. It occurs,

initially, medially and finally, as in /m#&n/ what? and /mamik/
cotton. In opposition to other consonants may be mentioned /um/
front vs. /ut/ horse.

1.22105 The nasal dental (or alveolar?) resonant is denoted
by the symbol /n/, and is like the n sound of other languages,
produced probably somewhat more forward than is the correspond-
ing sound in English. It occurs initially, medially and finally,
and before /&/ is palatalized to [i]. Before /k/ and /x/, /n/ employs °
its allophone /p/, namely, the sound of sing as opposed to sin
(compare an English pair such as can go vs. Congo.).

/na%ar/ bad

/manin/ my, mine

/an&ax/ [andZdx] but, only, however
/an kar/ {39 gar] don't spread out!

/an xup/ [ap xup] (yup?) don't shut!
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In the hypocaristic form /anne/ ‘mother,’ a loanword from other
Turkic languages, the /n/ is always palatalized, viz. [adfe]. As
remarked previously, when voiceless consonants follow /n/, they
become voiced unless geminate,

Note the combination /n/ + /1/ > [11], e.g., /mé&nle/ ‘what sort’
being pronounced [mélle].

1.22106 The unvoiced bilabial plosive is denoted by the symbol
/p/. and corresponds to the /p/ of other languages, except that it
is not aspirated, that is, followed by the slight breathiness that
non-distinctively marks English utterances (compare pan with span).
It occurs initially, medially and finally, and between vowels it be -
comes voiced or semi-voiced as it does when following /I mn ry v/
(but not preceding these). When written doubled between vowels, it
is unvoiced, but this is restricted to only a few formas.

/tipra/ earth, soil
/arpa/ [arba] barley
/appa/ elder sister
/ep¥, epir/ 1, we

/ pds/ steam
/Eap/ fame

A [p] may also arise as an assimilation of /tp/ > [pp] (see /t/).

1.22107 The alveolar trilled consonant is denoted by the symbol
/r/, and may occur medially and finally. Initially it is restricted
to loanwords: at least, all instances of Chuvash words beginning
with r- are clearly loans, except for a small number of cases in
which the etymology is not clear, and which are in all probability
not ultimately native words. This feature is shared by other Altaic
languages. In the phonetic material examined, no palatalized /=/
[#] occurs, but such an allophone is a feature of some Chuvash
dialects. /r/ may occur geminate, witness /surdn/ ‘of a swamp’
vs. /surrin/ ‘of whiteness,' or /pattirin/ hero's, of a hero, vs.
/pattdrrin/ heroically. Other instances of the use of /r/ are /vird/
seed, /p&r/ one, a, and /rayon/ region (< Russian). In opposition,
it may be seen in such pairs as /éar/ army vs. /éak/ this, or
/¥nen/ believe! vs. /¥ner/ yesterday.

1.22108 The alveolar {presumably, that is) voiceless sibilant
is denoted by the symbol /s/, and represents the s sound of English
and other Western European languages. It may occur initially,
medially and finally, and like other unvoiced consonants, becomes
voiced or semi-voiced in intervocalic position, as well as after but
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not before the phonemes /Imnr y v/. It may occur with front or
back vowels. In the presence of /6/ and /§/, an /s/ readily as-
similates, so that /§ + s/ > [§6] and /& + s/ > [§3], and vice versa
{progressive and regressive assimilation). Instances are:

/namissdr/ dishonorable
/e8imsa/ [simza] nose
/ pis/ steam

In opposition, it occurs as follows: /suya/ plow vs. /éuxa/ collar,
and /s&r/ greasel vs. /§&r/ hundred.

1.22109 The palatal voiceless sibilant is denoted by the symbol
/8/. Take care not to confuse this symbol with the following pho-
neme /§/. The /6/ has been selected for typographical ease and
visual clarity, instead of the § symbol found in the traditional Chu-
vash orthography (Cyrillic ¢), and also because in modern Turkish
¢ denotes the sh sound.

It must be stressed that thig is an 8 of a different quality than
the preceding s, and to acquire its pronunciation, a native speaker
should be used. The presence of two 8's is not unknown in other
languages, as Basque and Nez Percé. Russian and Western de-
scriptions of this /§/ all call it a palatalized 8’ similar to Russian
palatalized s’. This is not quite correct. It is a palatal s, that is,
an 8 pronounced in the palatal region, not an s to which a feature
of palatalization has been added. This is confirmed by only one
source (Yegorov, Dictionary, p. 303: “The sound § is not a soft
variant to the sound s, but represents an independent sound {pho-
neme)”). Since palatalization has not been phonemic in the case of
/imntr/, it would be inconsistent to expect it to play a role here.
Thus, there can be no attempt to analyze /§/ as /s + v/, even
though this combination does not otherwise occur in Chuvash (ex-
cept across morpheme boundaries), but it must be treated as a
unit phoneme. It should be noted that /4§/ is always transcribed
into Russian with the Cyrillic ¢, and vice versa. It is clear that
the situation is strongly influenced by Russian phonemics and
orthography.

The presence of a palatalized § in neighboring Finnic languages
such as Mari (Cheremis) is clearly a contributing factor in the
existence of the Chuvash phoneme. More information on its ar-
ticulatory nature is needed.

/8/ may occur with front or back vowels. Instances of its uses
are: /derdi/ sparrow, and /§urédr/ north. Minimal pairs are
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/kun/ day vs. /kué/ eye, or /sim&s/ green vs. /§im&8/ food. In
conjunction with /s/, that /s/ is assimilated to /§/.

1.22110 The broad post-dental {perhaps alveopalatal?) sibilant
is denoted by the symbol /&/. Take care not to confuse its diacritic
with that of /6/. This is the sound of sugar, she, sure, and is also

found in French, German, Russian, etc.

It occurs initially, medial-

ly and finally, and between vowels, and after but not before /1 m
nryv/is semi-voiced to [£]. When doubled it has a voiceless
pronunciation, but this is restricted to a very few words, such as
/a&88/ ‘father’ (< *agile). In conjunction with /s/, that /s8/ is
assimilated to /3/. Instances of its use are the following.

/a¥/
V21374
/Bupadkar/

/&avai/
/pata/

/1aga/

meet vs. /ar/ male

water

Cheboksary, capital
of Chuvashia

Chuvash

king, czar, ruler
{< Persian
Badishah)

horse {cf. Russian
lofad!)

1.22111 The voiceless dental plosive is denoted by the symbol
/t/ and is probably articulated further front than the corresponding
sound of English. It occurs initially, medially and finally, and
like other unvoiced consonant phonemes, when it is intervocalic or
following /1 m n r y v/, it has voiced allophones. Examplee of its

occurrence are the following:

/pit/
/tus/
/s&tel/
[ut/
/pattir/

cheek

friend

table (Russian stol)
horse

hero

Its oppositions to other consonants may be shown as /par/ give!
vs. /pat/ direction, towards, or /ut/ horse vs. /um/ front. An
example of gemination ie /t¥t&m/ [t8d&m] smoke, vs. /t¥ttém/
[t&tt¥m] dark. Others are /duttin/ ‘of light,’ vs. /éutin/ ‘of a
hill,’ or /p&ttin/ ‘of porridge’ vs. /pdtin/ of a pood’ (old unit of

weight).
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According to one source {Sergeyev, Grammatika, p. 4) words
like /literatura/ are pronounced [litteratura] (Why not [litterattura]?),
that is, foreign words with unvoiced t are subject to gemination of
the unvoiced.

The conjunction of /t/ + /p/, particularly in the lst p. pl. of
verbs, assimilates to [-pp-], e.g., /kayatpir/ > [kayappdr]‘we go."
Whether this occurs in all positions is not known, e.g., does /vut/
‘fire' + /-pa/ ‘with’ > [vuppa]? or [vutpa]?

There is also a palatalized allophone [t'], but the phonological
conditions under which it occurs are not as yet clearly defined. In
the modern spelling, it most frequently occurs in the 3rd p. sg. of
verbs with back-stem vowels. In some words, the palatalization
is a reflex of metathesis, e.g., [at'a] or [atya], for /ayta/ or
/atya/. In the transcription between slant lines, the soft sign {']
is omitted, but it is retained in the Reader as a part of the current
orthography.

1.22112 The labiodental (or bilabial?) voiced {!) fricative is
denoted by the symbol /v/. Up until recent times, there was
apparently no unvoiced counterpart to this {viz. [f]), even in Russian
loans like /lavka/ ‘shop.’ Now, however, a new phoneme /f/ has
developed (formerly it was represented in a few loans by the com-
bination /x¥v/ as in /x&vetér/ Theodore < Russian Fyodor or Fédor).
To judge from the distribution and function of /v/ as a semi-vowel
and counterpart to /y/, it would be bilabial instead of labiodental
in articulation. It occurs initially, medially and finally, and after
it, unvoiced consonants employ voiced allophones just as after
/lmnr/.

/av/ house /avi/ there
/dav/ that vs. /éap/ hit!
/vak/ this /%avsa/ [avza] elbow

1.22113 The velar voiceless fricative is denoted by the symbol
/x/ lor /x/), and has the values of the ich-laut and ach-laut in
German, or of X in Russian {(e. g., yotet'). It is similar to the
sound sometimes produced in English hue or Hugh, but greatly
constricted initially., Some speakers use this sound when saying
the name of the composer Bach. It is similar to the j in the Spanish
names Méjico, San José, Trujillo, etc.). The semiphonetic data
of Paasonen's text furnish no basis for concluding that this phoneme
like other unvoiced consonants has a voiced allophone intervocal-
lically, but the patterning of this language would appear to require
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such a sound as the [Y] of modern Greek, or the intervocalic -g-
of North German sagen {viz., [zayen]). One modern source does
give an example (Sergeyev, Grammatika, p. 9) of /sulydn/ being
pronounced [sulgdn], which I interpret to refer to a spirantic [7]
and not the occlusive [g] for which there is a symbol in Russian.

/xaldy/ people /xapxa/ gate

Examples of opposition are /puy/ gather! vs. /pus/ press!, and
/&uy/ time va. /&ul/ stone.

1.22114 The medial palatal resonant, or semi.vowel y, is
denoted by the symbol /y/, and may occur initially, finally or
medially. It is mostly the second component of a syllabic nucleus
with an accompanying vowel. After /y/, voiceless phonemes
employ voiced allophones under the conditions frequently mentioned
in the preceding paragraphs.

/ay/  interjection, Ah!, vs. /ad/ meat
/yal/  village /kayma/ going, the act of going

Its function throughout the language is consonantal, and not vocalic.

1.222 Borrowed Consonant Phonemes

In addition to the previously listed native consonant phonemes,
Chuvash also employs some other phonemes, many of which are
the voiced equivalents to the foregoing. It is difficult to know
whether these new phonemes have made much headway in the
speech of the average Chuvash farmer or worker, but since nearly
every one has been exposed to the Russian language, it would ap-
pear that anyone who has been to school must use words of Russian
origin with these sounds. Although of restricted occurrence, they
are fullfledged Chuvash phonemes. Old loans from Russian gen-
erally employed unvoiced phonemes.

Modern Russian loans are spelled with the customary Russian
letters, some of which would correspond to two letters in the
transcription, as i /ts/, ;m /8&/, or the hard sign » (represented
by /''/}). We have also previously mentioned the convention to
write /yo/ as in Russian, viz. &.

1.2221 The voiced bilabial plosive is symbolized by /b/, and
occurs in such words as /bar3a/ barge, and /brigada/, brigade,
team of workers.
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1.2222 The voiced dental plosive is symbolized by /d/, and
occurs in such words as /delegat/ delegate.

1.2223 The voiceless labiodental fricative is symbolized by
/f/, and occurs in such words as /fabrika/ factory, and also where
/f/ occurs in Russian words with orthographic v, viz., /petrov/
[petrof], /avtomobil/ [aftomobil], and /avtor/ [aftor] author. See
also §1.22112.

1.2224 The voiced velar (palatal?) stop is symbolized by /g/,
and occurs in such words as /gosudarstvo/ state, and /granitsa/
border.

1.2225 The voiced sibilant is symbolized by /z/, and occurs
in words like /zastav/ guard post and /zada&a/ task, duty, assign-
ment.

1.2226 The voiced wide-spread palatal sibilant is symbolized
by /%/ and occurs in words like /Zurnal/ magazine.

As previously mentioned, the phoneme /r/ in initial position
is indicative of a borrowed word.

1.223 Table of Consonant Clusters

The possible consonant combinations in native Chuvash words
are given in the table on p. 85. This table is relatively complete,
but probably additional research will produce a few more combina-
tions. The combinations found in loanwords have not been entered
here. The symbols employed are two: x to indicate the presence
of a cluster, whether across morpheme boundaries or not, and +
to indicate a cluster thus far found only with morpheme boundary
intervening. Further study must be made. The table is based on
a list in Ashmarin (Materialy, p. 46 ff.) to which items from
Paasonen’'s texts have been added.

1.3 Accent (Stress)

The accent, or stress, in Chuvash words is not the strong
emphasis found in English words, but simply a slightly increased
intensity of sound, perhaps accompanied with a slight shift of
pitch. The stress on all syllables is approximately the same,
except that the one bearing the accent is slightly greater {(but not
immensely greater). The best advice is to follow the practice of
a native speaker.

Accent in Chuvash is a suprasegmental feature, that is, one
not a syntagmatic segment of the morpheme, but occurring as a
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feature of the entire morpheme {or syllable). Unlike Russian,
English and some other languages, there is no phonemic opposi-
tion of accent in Chuvash, as in such English pairs as

fréquent vs, to frequént
cfntract vs. to contrict
cémbat vs. to combit
sdbject vs. to subjéct
pérfect vs. to perféct
bldckbird vs, black bird

Thus the accent in Chuvash is phonologically irrelevant, since its
placement or misplacement does not create a different word. Al-
though the accent does not occur on any fixed syllable as in some
languages, it is as far towards the end of the word as the following
rules allow. These formulations apply to the literary language, or
Formal Written Chuvash; in the dialects, there may be different
practices.

1.31 The accent is on the last syllable unless this contains the
reduced vowel phonemes /&/ or /%/.

/ladgs/ horse
/&né/ cow
/k&makd/ stove
/sarlaksi/ widely

1.32 If the last syllable does contain /&/ or /%/, then the
accent is on the syllable immediately preceding. Should the last
two syllables both contain /&/ or /4/, then the accent will im-
mediately precede those two syllables.

/818x/ door
/y&nér&&k/ saddle
/8816r&mér/ we worked
/k&1ZttdmEr / we would say

1.33 If all syllables contain a reduced /¥/ or /4/, then the
stress will be on the first syllable. Or, if X successive syllables
contain /4/ or /&/, then the accent will be on the first syllable
preceding the succession of ¥/& syllables.
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/é818p&x/ we shall work
/titimir/ we got up
JEvErinStimirsds/ we would return
{Ashmarin, Mate-
3 rial, p. 19)

1.34 Other Observations on Accent

In a few set phrases, usually of a noun plus a functional word
such as a postposition or particle, there may be only one accent,
or else a weakened secondary accent.

located on the table
on the Volga
Go on!

/8&tél §in&i/
/éta1 tXrdy/
/¥y xa/

Intensifying particles employed with adjectives take the primary
stress, and the key word which is strengthened may have a second-
ary stress.

/84p-Burd/ snow-white, very
y white
/pite paxs/ most excellent

Whether a Chuvash functional morpheme (suffix) may be ac-
cented or not depends on the quality of its vowel: a suffix contain-
ing the reduced /%/ or /¥/ may not take the accent, although suf-
fixes cénta.ining any other vowel may be accented.

/laddsdr/ horseless, with-
out a horse
/&nésér/ cowless, without
a cow
/lagapd/ having a horse,
with a horse
/&nepé/ with a cow
9 Old Russian loanwords are subject to the rules of Chuvash ac-

cent, viz.:
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/kéneké/ book (< xudra)
/k&replé/ rake (< rpdcm)
/Eeynik/ teapot (K 4A&MHHAK)

Recent loanwords, however, preserve the Russian accent, viz.:

/sekretdir'/ secretary
{< cerperdpy)
/predseditel’/ chairman

{< npezceandrexn)

When inflecting a borrowed word, the accent shifts to the suf-
fix morpheme if the accent was originally on the last syllable of
the stem; in all other instances, the accent, more often than not,
is retained on the stem of the word.

/téxnikumra/ in the technical
school

/predseditel'pe/ with the chairman

/kolyozrd/ in the collective

farm (kolkhoz)

1.4 Pitch, Juncture, Intonation

In Chuvash, as in other languages, there are features of junc-
ture, pitch and intonation, by which utterances are distinguished
or characterized, hence, these features are phonemic. For in-
stance, one can say “He's going today” in several ways: to express
surprise that he instead of someone else is going; to state that he
is going instead of staying; or to say that it is today he is leaving,
and not tomorrow. Such sentences are familiar to everyone. The
same may occur in Chuvash.

In the absence of phonetic material incorporating data on pitch
levels, terminal contours, and indication of junctural phenomena,
it is not as yet possible to state the details of these features in
Chuvash, other than that they must exist. If the student has the
opportunity of working with Chuvash speakers, the best general
rule will be to imitate closely the pronunciation and all features
of expression of those persons.
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2.0 Theoretical Basgis of the Analysis

Under Phonology we have dealt with the meaningless functional
sound units which are significant for the Chuvash language, called
phonemes. These phonemes have certain individual phonetic real-
izations, or allophones, features predictable as occurring under
given conditions. The study of such relation of sounds (phonemes)
to one another, and their functional interrelationships is called
phonemics.

In dealing with words (or lexical units, or lexemes, that is,

a form which goes to make up the lexicon or vocabulary of the
language), we may also treat the component parts of words. The
building blocks of “words” which cannot be further reduced into
meaningful forms are morphs. A morph is a minimal sequence

of phonemes which has meaning (phonemes do not have meaning in
isolation). A group of morphs which are semantically {and usually
phonemically) similar can be classed as a morpheme, if the
morphs are in complementary distribution (that is, if one never
occurs where the other one does). The morph, then, is a con-
crete instance of one of “those things,” whereas the morpheme

is the abstraction of morphs as a class. If one variant of the
class never occurs where another variant does, and vice versa,
and if all variants obviously belong under the same general heading
as regards their meaning and phonetic shape, then they go to make
up members of the same class. For instance, three and thrice
belong together, but three and trinity do not, although they all
share a similar general meaning. Or, to put it differently, year
and yearly go together, but yearly and annual do not, for our pur-
poses,

Allomorph is a term parallel to allophone, and is given to
morphs or classes of morphe which belong to the same morpheme
(or abstraction) and also have the same phonemic or morphopho-
nemic form {which annual and yearly do not}). For instance, s
and ¢s in English are allormorphs of the plural morpheme {s}: they
both have identical meaning, and are in noncontrastive or com-
plementary distribution: in short, s occurs after vowels, and es
after consonants {speaking in terms of sounds, and not of spelling).
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It is sometimes (frequently, in the case of Chuvash) convenient
to set up morphophonemes to cover the alternations in phonemes
which 2 morpheme may undergo. These are written with capital
letters to distinguish them from phonemes. In Chuvash, which
employs vowel harmony, many morphemes or units of meaning
have two (or more) forms, one used with back vowel words, the
other with front vowel words, as the forms /-ra/ and /-re/, mean-
ing 'in.' These may be both subsumed under the morphophoneme
capital A, meaning, /a/ with back vowels, and /e/ with front vowels,
hence, ‘in' = {~-rA}.

All lexical units or words are sequences of morphemes which
function as a unit, but all morphemes are not necessarily words,
although they have meaning. Thus /baker/ is composed of /bake/
and /-er/: the first is a word, and the second, although not a word,
has a clear and definite meaning, roughly, that of “the man who
performs the occupation of the preceding element.” (In the preced-
ing example, we have not used English phonemic writing.} Many,
many other words may be analyzed in a similar way, yielding the
component morphemes. These formative elements have been called
by such names as stem, base, root, and suffix, inflection, ending.
The first type are free morphemes, the second bound morphemes,
because they occur only in composition with other morphemes.
Chuvash employs the same principle of formation in creating words.
Thus, we shall frequently speak of Chuvash morphemes, the con-
stituent bases of words.

If we wish to determine what different kinds of words there
are, we raust set up lexical classes (or “parts of speech”) accord-
ing to their function, rather than by any arbitrary scheme perhaps
not based on the true nature of Chuvash (or whatever language is
being investigated). In Chuvasgh, there are two major form-classes
of words, the nominal, or noun-like, and the verbal, or verb-like,
plus a few minor classes such as particles, etc. The nominal, as
the name implies, includes the nouns, or names of objects, persons,
places and of material and abstract things in general, as well as
pronominal subclasses (anaphoric referent forms), numerals,
attributives (adjectives), postpositions. The verbal class contains
verb morphemes, existing in various tenses and moods, together
with morphemes of participial and ‘converbial’ usage.

The student of Chuvash (or of any foreign language) must re-
member that Chuvash words are not always, indeed seldom, the
exact equivalents of their definitions in English words. In the case
of simple material objects, the correspondence is by necessity
probably exact, but what the Chuvash calls pilirt can be translated
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house, as can Chuvash kil, yet they are rather different, and it
would be necessary to give quite a few sentences over to explain-
ing the range of meaning of just these two words. Likewise, the
Chuvash would try to equate house to some word he already knows,
with a similar confusion. Terms of relationship are also difficult
to pin down, and the overtones of abstract words, with figurative
and transferred meanings, are often very many. Still, through
experience and careful study, the student will acquire some idea
of the range of meaning Chuvash words have, and where they do
and do not abut on the English meaning.

The nature of the Chuvash substantive or noun is rather dif-
ferent from that of Western European languages. Although the
class of Chuvash nominals may be divided by function into sub-
classes of nouns, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, numerals, etc.,
there is little or no difference between them on formal grounds.
That is, one cannot tell the difference between a nominal used as
a noun and a nominal used as an adjective. For instance, words
denoting attributive qualities (colors, size, shape, form, condition,
state, and so on) may occur in Chuvash either as nouns or as
adjectives, e.g.,:

&&n true, truth, that
which is true, truly

&dn simay a true word

&3n sutlard he calculated truly,
correctly

tétt€m dark, somber,
darkness, darkly

t¥ttdm kad a dark evening

anax but, however, only

anBay kiltém I just arrived

ep& anay I alone

UNIT ONE
The Chuvash noun; gender; plural.

The Chuvash Noun

As we have seen in the preceding, a Chuvash noun or nominal
may be used in different functions, that is, at the same time belong
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to several subclasses, as adjective, adverb, and so on. Letus
begin by learning some Chuvash nominala, which, like all illustra-
tive vocabulary items, the student should memorize and review as
necessary.

tingé sea ikk& two

atte father anne mother

pi&le brother akka sister

wil son x&r girl,
daughter

vikir bull ardm woman,
lady

taka ram &ne cow

EZval Chuvash lada horse

epir we etem man,
mankind

plrt house kartX map

As one can see, these few words include many kinds of objects,
persons, animals, things. In fact, just because nominals denote
persons or places does not place them in any special subclass, for
instance:

AtXl Volga Mars Mars

Eval Chuvash uydy moon, Moon
Kavkaz Caucasus oktyabr! October
Supadkar Cheboksary xusan Kazaf

Petér Peter Ivan Ivan, John

Later, we shall find it convenient to put into subclasses such col-
lections of forms as pronominals {ep€, I, es&, you, etc.), kam
who, mé&n what; numerals, adjectives, and others. Although all
these are essentially nominals, they have small differences which
set them apart from nouns of the sort above.

Gender

Unlike some European languages, Chuvash does not assigna :
real or arbitrary gender to its nominals (including pronouns, a.d-é,
jectives, etc.). All such words exist in one unvarying form, a "
fact which makes the learning of Chuvash easier for the student.
The only gender possessed by the word is that inherent in its mean-
ing, if it denotes a specific kind of male or female being. No




particular changes or endings are required because of the g
of any word in the sentence. Thus the question of gender it
nonexistent.

If it is necessary to denote a2 male being as opposed to a female
being, morphemes like afa ‘male’ or ama ‘female’ are added, for
animals, and for humans, words like ar ‘man’ or x&r ‘girl.’

ar man, male ardm woman
ada sisna Dboar ama sisna sow
afa yur gander ama xur goose
vdkdr bull &ne cow
il ada son, '‘boy-child’
x&rada daughter, ‘girl-
child®
arféin (< ar + &in) man, male person
patia king, czar
x&rardm patda queen, princess

{*lady-king’)

Terms of relationship have inherent gender, as do some animal
names.

atte father anne mother
pi&ée brother akka sister
Plural

In contrast to some other languages in which there are a num-
ber of ways to form the plural, and which cannot be predicted but
must be learned, Chuvash has only one way to form the plural,
which is good for all nominals at all times and places. What is
more, the plural is little used in those places where the student
might expect. Chuvash once had many plural forms, and a dis~
cussion of them may be found elsewhere (O. Pritsak, “Tschuwass~
ische Pluralsuffixe,” Studia Altaica, Wiesbaden, 1957, pp. 137-
155},

The singular number in Chuvash means not only one item from
that class, it also means the entire class of that item. The plural
is used only for denoting a collection of individual items from the
class. Chuvash never expresses the plural in general statements
{(as “Children are a joy; flowers are beautiful; apples are good to
eat,” etc.). The sense for the plural is highly developed in English
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and European languages, so that we feel that to say “ten man, three
mouse, two door” is quite impossible, and only in a few expressions
of measure do we find “a two-man raft, a

trip. "

ten-foot pole, a five mile

In Chuvash, however, the plural is never, or at least ra.rely,g

used after a numeral, or quantity word, hence: i

sirém sétel

numay $in

pil&k piirt

twenty table
many man

twenty tables
many a man,
many people

five house five houses

The presence of the number or quantity word is sufficient to indicate
plurality to a Chuvash speaker.

The plural in Chuvash is mostly used to indicate the presence
of a number of items in the class of things denoted by the word in-
volved, but not the entire class itself. The plural morpheme in
Chuvash is /-sem/, and it is added directly to the preceding mor-

pheme.

ulma apple

ulmisem ‘their different apples’ {actually
a possessive here, but the prin-
ciple is unchanged), that is, those
apples which each person has in
his or her hand just now, but not
apples in general

vutd firewood, kindling

vuttisem the pieces of firewood, taken as
individual objects, not as a whole
{also possessive)

fem'ye family

fem'yisem

the members of one’s family

plirt house, hut

plirtsem houses, a number of individual
houses somewhere, but not
houses as a class

Suydfsem thoughts {on different subjects)

Ivanovsem the Ivanoffs, members of the
Ivanoff family

kayalsem the ‘lazybones’ and his family

(folktales) (208,5)
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' As in English and some other languages, some Chuvash words do
' not have logical plurals (the so-called ‘mass nouns,’ like water,
- milk, love}, or are but rarely used in plural form.

telei happiness
d1v water
givsem waters {of the earth),

rivers and lakes

In Russian, a few words of foreign origin ending in a vowel do
not take any declensional endings. When these words occur as
loanwords into Chuvash, however, they become subject to Chuvash
plurals and endings.

pal'to overcoat pal'tosem overcoats
kenguru kangaroo kengurusem  kangarocos

Two features, which both anticipate later discussion, will be
briefly mentioned here. As mentioned, nearly all inflectional
morphemes in Chuvash have two forms, one used with front vowels
/e, &, i, 4/ and one used with back vowels /a, &, 1, u/. This
pervades the entire Chuvash language, and is also characteristic
of other Altaic languages as well. The Chuvash plural morpheme
/-sem/ does not observe this difference in the formal written
language. The spoken dialects (especially of the northern region)
do employ [sam] with back vowel words, and [sem] with front
vowel words.

The plural morpheme in Chuvash is placed after any other
preceding suffixes, as possessive morphemes (to be learned later),
whereas in all other Turkic languages, the plural morpheme fol-
lows the root morpheme, and then any possessive or other mor-
phemes are added.

UNIT TWO

Vowel Harmony; case morphemes and allomorphs; the
non-relational zero morpheme {(absolute case); the posses-
sive relational morpheme (genitive case).

Vowel Harmony

We have previously touched on the principle of vowel harmony
(synharmonism) by which all the vowels in a Chuvash word must
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belong either to the back series /a & 1 u/ or to the front series /e &
i4/. Hence,

Front Back
&lirede window 1vadl son
&&leken worker kuééul tear(drop)

In Chuvash, however, this principle is not carried through quite as
strictly as some other Turkic languages require it. Thus, many
words may be found which violate this rule in part, especially loan-
words from Russian or from other Turkic languages, or from the
spoken dialects of Chuvash. Although nearly all suffix morphemes
have two forms, one for use with front vocalic words, and one for
use with back vowel words, a few have only one form.

anne mother

kilna in your house

trestran from the trust

s''yezdra at the conference

vulani the reading, act of
reading

Case Morphemes and Allomorphs

In English, the relationships existing between words are in part
made clear by the use of prepositions, covering temporal, spatial,
and many other kinds of relations, as in these examples:

the top of the house
Give it to the boy.
around the block

in the street

In some other languages, of which Chuvash is one, these relation-
ships are not indicated by any separate words, but by adding certain
bound morphemes (or suffixes, endings, declensions as they are
also called) which mean “in, of, by, at, from” and so on. This
was once the only way of expressing such relations in English, and
is retained in the possessive case of animates (thus, “the man's
hat” but rarely “the house's roof"), and in a few fixed phrases, as
“the water’'s edge, the law's delay.™

In Chuvash, there are six such primary relational states, or |
cases, in which Chuvash words may be found, according to which |
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relational morphemes (case endings) are added. Depending on how
these states are defined, more or fewer could be set up {some Chu-
vash grammarians consider eight to exist, but their two additional
cases or states are no different from any suffix which might be ad-
ded to alter the basic word), but in the present work, we shall treat
six states or cases, viz., the non-relational (absolute or nomina-
tive), the possessive relational (genitive}, the objective relational
(dative and accusative), the locative relational, the ablative re-
lational, and the instrumental relational morphemes.

Although each of the relational morphemes has a number of
different forms (allomorphs), the use of each variant is restricted
to definite conditions. Thus, when the declensional system is taken
as a whole, it can be seen that there is only one declensional type,
and that all words belong to this type, and are essentially declined
according to the same pattern. In spite of this prevailing sameness,
the various subtypes of Chuvash nominals, taken as separate groups,
are probably of equal difficulty with the differing declensional types
of other languages.

Usually, only one relational morpheme is added to a stem, but
sometimes there is usage of compound relational morphemes, de-
riving from two or more case endings. Relational morphemes may
also be added to some verbal forms which functional as nominals.
These topics will be discussed later.

The Non-Relational Zero Morpheme (Absolute Case)

The grammars of many languages are given to speaking of a
nominative case, or dictionary form, which has no ending, as
. contrasted with the oblique cases, which do have endings. Chuvash
has a similar form, called the absolute case (or indefinite case,
or basic case), distinguished by the ending of zero, that is, no
ending. Since all other case relations are indicated by the presence
of a morpheme, it is useful for the analysis to speak here too of
the presence of a morpheme, in zero shape to denote this function,
rather than the absence of something.

The absolute case is used in instances where most other lan-
guages require a nominative, that is, as the subject of sentences,
or as the predicative in sentences with a copulative verb. There
are also some other very important uses of this case. One of these
is the use of the absolute case when words stand in the izafet re-
lation to each other (although in Chuvash this is performed without
any other suffixes, unlike Persian koh-i-noor, etc. ), that is, the
first modifies the second and shows a relationship to it, although
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this is done by juxtaposition without endings. For example, iron
pail, glass window, silk coat (instead of pail of iron, coat of silk,
etc. ). In Chuvash, both words occur in the absolute case, viz.,
yiva¥ vitre iron pail, §¥m s¥yman silk garment, Zul §urt stone

house. Examples of the absolute case in its subject function are:

traktor &8let the tractor is working,
works

puld Zivra iSet the fish swims in the water
{or: fish swim in water)

samolét v&fet the airplane flies, air-
planes fly

Chuvash grammarians also speak of the absolute case being
used in functions of the possessive relational (genitive) and objec-
tive relational (accusative). In the present investigation, we shall '
prefer to subsume the usages as instances of a genitive with zero
allomorph, and of an accusative with zero allomorph (see later
discussion). From the student's point of view, it does not matter
how it is analyzed: what matters is that he learn and understand
to use it. Also expressed with the absolute case are cognate ac-
cusatives (to walk a walk, etc.), expressions of definite time,
distance, and some adverbial phrases of direction, quantity and
manner.

The Possessive Relational Morpheme (Genitive Case)

The use of this morpheme indicates that the word to which it
is affixed stands in a possessive or genitive relationship to the
second word. The thing or person which is owned or related to
always occurs first, never second. In fact, it is a general rule of
Chuvash that the modified always occurs after the modifier. This
morpheme may be denoted in morphophonemic writing as s {. (n)An},
and its chief allomorphs given as follows with the conditions for
their occurrence. The morphophoneme A stands for /4/ with back
vowel words, and /&/ with front vowel words. C means any con-
sonant (including y), and the dot . is used to indicate morpheme .
boundaries. Essentially, the basic endings are { An} after C and i

{n} after V, with minor variants in the stem of the word declined. :

¥

1. Zero allomorph, optional with any stem - !

2. After polysyllabic consonant stems, and .:Xn
vocalic stems in -U, employing their stem




alternant in Av to replace -U; and some
monosyllabic consonant stems
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-
.nor .nAn

3. After polysyllabic vocalic stems except
Uand A
4. After polysyllabic vowel stems in -CIA C,CIA. n
5. After polysyllabic vowel stems in -CICZ"& C,Czi.n
6. After borrowed polysyllabic stems in - C,.An
--CiCZ1
7. After some monosyllabic stems in Cx ClC‘.An
8. After native and foreign stems in -i .nor .yén
9, After borrowed vowel stems in -a, -ya, -%.n
-e, -u, and some in -0
10. After some borrowed vowel stems in -0 -0.
11. After borrowed stems in -st' -8.4&n

According to the Chuvash grammarians, variant 1 is in free
variation with all other allomorphs, and is employed for stylistic
reasons, or for emphasis. There is also free variation between
the allmorphs listed under entries 3 and 8, the grammarians saying
the fuller form is used for a particular emphasis. Some others
are of the view that it has its origin in a dialect difference.

There is as yet no structural or formal criterion by which
loanwords (nearly all of which are Russian) may be identified,
apart from the presence in them of non-Chuvash phonemes and
phoneme sequences. From a practical point of view, it is general-
1y obvious, although @0 rule can be given.

Some examples of the possessive relational morpheme in its
various allomorphic disguises are the following words.

lada horse

lafan of a horse, a horse’s

sakX laSan&n of this horse, this horse's
&éne cow

&nen of a cow

sak¥ &nenén of this cow

xaldy people

xaldydn of the people, the people's
&8 affair, matter

g8&n of an affair, of a business,

of work
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Note the shift of emphasis in such combinations as the following:

Instances of foreign (Russian) words employing the allomorph -n

are:

BXEi

8d8in
¥8iyén
undn 1vX1&

t¥1dy arfmin pér 1vil
xay puyanin Sem'yisem

Sak puyan y&ré&

puyandn x&ré

ku k&€neke Ivandn
ku mandn

laga plis¥ lit., ‘the horse its head' (employing
a possessive morpheme to be studied
later), i.e., a horsehead, as op-
posed to a moosehead, hogshead,
sheepshead

ladan pis& the head of the horse, the horse’s
head (that is, not his tail, his hoofs,
his mane, etc.)

stsendn
kinon
kengurun
rezolyutsin
partin

basn'dn
kofen

mouse
of a mouse, a mouse's
of a mouse

his son (lit. *his son of
him')

a widow woman's son

the members of that rich
man's family

this rich-man's girl
(zero allomorph) (207, 15)
the rich~-man's daughter
{207,19)

That book {is) John's.
That is mine.

of the stage (note shortening)
of the movie '
of the kangaroo
of the resolution
of the party (political).

Also /partiy¥n/
of the fable {note shortening)
of the coffee
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Russian loanwords in -C C_, that is, a doubled same consonant, of
which only /-ss/ and /-11/ have thus far been found as examples,
employ a stem alternant with only one of the pertinent consonants,
viz.:

klass class
klasin of a class
metall metal
metalin of metal

Russian loans in /-ost'/ and /-st'/ likewise employ a stem alter-
nant omitting the final consonant when relational morphemes are
attached, viz.:

vliast' power, authority
viasdn of power

Two particularly interesting formations in Chuvash are variants
2 and 4 in the allomorph table on p. 99. There is a small class of
nominals ending in -U {i.e., /-u/ or /-#i/) with morphophonemic
stem alternation. Their stem in the genitive is formed with -&v
and -&v, to yield:

Siru letter pld fact, thing
known
girdvin of a letter p&l¥vén of a fact
tu mountain pi growth
tivin of a mountain pévén of growth

Such a nominal in -U may be created from any verbal stem.,

Chuvash disyllabic stems in single consonant (C) + -& or -&
(A) have a stem alternation in which the final C is geminated,
rather reminiscent of the declensions in Finnish. Some monosyl-
lables in single consonant do so too.

puld fish yitd dog
pullin a fish's, of a fish yittdn a dog’s, of
a dog
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ti1¥& fox sivé cold

tillén of a fox sivvén of cold

kil& lake al¥ hand

kiillén of a lake all¥n of a hand
Note:

éin man tir grain

sinndn of a man tirrdn of grain

Lastly, in variants 5 and 6, note that if the final /& is pre-
ceded by two consonants, the allomorph /n/ is employed, if pre-
ceded by one consonant, that consonant is geminated and then the
allomorph /n/ applied.

UNIT THREE

Objective relational morpheme {= dative and accusative
cases, direct and indirect object); locative relational-
morpheme; ablative relational morpheme.

Objective Relational Morpheme

The function of the objective relational morpheme in Chuvash
combines most features of the dative and accusative cases of other
languages, or the functions of direct and indirect object, hence the
name, objective relational, as indicating the objects of action, ‘
direct or indirect )

The objective relational morpheme in Chuvash is {-(n)A}, and |
as in the preceding lesson, we shall employ here too morphopho-
nemic symbols to indicate the various allomorphs {which exist for
the most part under the same conditions as for the genitive
morpheme).

1. Zero allomorph with all stems

2. After polysyllabic consonant stems, A
and some monosyllabic

3. After polysyllabic vocalic stems, except .nA
in -i, -U, and -&/-&
After native and foreign stems in ~i .ye

5. After stems in -U, employing their stem A

alternant in -3v/-¥v
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6. After polysyllabic vowel stems in -C A -C‘C l.A

7. After polysyllabic vowel stems in -C C A -C‘CZ.A

8. After borrowed astems in -a, -ya and -¥.na
some in -0

9. After borrowed stems in other vowels -V.na

{- V) and some in -0
10. After some monosyllabic consonant stems -C! C‘. a

The objective relational morpheme has the function of indicating
the person or object to or for which something is done, as well as
indicating the actual object of action, in the event that this is a
definite and specific object. Some instances of the various allo-
morphs are:

arman mill al¥k door
armana to a mill, the mill aldka to a door, the
door
tir leather, hide kukX1' pie
tire to leather kukZle to a pie, the
p ) pie
uy field siy layer
uye to the field siye to a layer
parti political party laga horse
partiye to the party laSana to a horse,
the horse
&ne cow BA81 a mouse
&nene to a cow, the cow gddiye to a mouse
kinona to the movies ob#destvdna to society
stsendna  to the stage idéy&na to an idea
madindna benzin yani they put gas in the machine
udarniksene premi pand they give prizes to ahock-
workers -

Petdre k&neke kirl¥ pulnX Peter needs a book (to P.
a book is needed)

When the object of action is general and unspecified, the zero
allomorph is employed. When the object is enumerated, or specific
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and definite, the appropriate other allomorph is used. The indef-
inite accusative thus coincides at this point with the so-called
absolute case. According to some, the indefinite accusative en-
ables the object to stand in a particular and close relationship to
its verb, thus:

ep¥ kéneke iltém I bought a book, in the
sense “I did bookbuying,
I book-bought”

But:
ep& §ak k&nekene iletép I buy this book
v&reneken ximi k&nekine  the student reads the
vulat chemistry book
Notice:

ep& matematika vérenetép I study mathematics
The dative function of “to” is also performed by this morpheme.

epir irpe Supadkara we came to Cheboksary
Sitr&mdr in the morning
kile home, homewards (Ger,
nach Hause, Russ.
domoi)

This morpheme is also used to indicate the specific length of time,
and other expressions of quantity and duration:

vutd p¥r uydya Sitet the firewood will hold
out for a month

kanaflu vif& kuna pirat the conference will last
three days

§&r tenke patim sold for 100 rubles

Note the following instance of definite vs. indefinite:

kéneke vulat he reads books, he reads
a book (or books in gen-
eral as a practice)

ku k&€nekene vulat he is reading the book
{some particular one,
perhaps previously
mentioned)
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Some particular cases of formation should be mentioned. The
disyllabic stems in -%/-% employ a stem alternation which geminates
the consonant preceding, to which a full-length a or e is then added.
Thus:

puld fish yitd dog

pulla the fish, to a fish yitta the dog, to
a dog

kill¥ a lake kiille to a lake,
the lake

Also:

#in a man é1nna the man,
to a man

tir grain tirra the grain,
to grain

Stems which already end in two consonants (CC) plus a reduced
vowel add one unit of length, thus, /purtd/ ‘axe’ > /purta/ the axe
{acc.). However, Russian loans, particularly in -a and -ya
shorten this vowel to -& or -y¥ after which the regular ending -na
is added.

As in the case of the genitive morpheme, stems in -u/-d
employ their stem alternate in -¥v/-&v, thus:

péli fact firu letter
péléve the fact {ace.) girdva the letter {acc.)

Locative Relational Morpheme

The locative relational morpheme is used in the function of
indicating the place where something is or where an action takes
place, thus corresponding in general to the use of “in" in English.
It is both temporal and spatial in reference. The morpheme is
{-RA}, with the following allomorphs:

1. After front vowel stems and consonant s
stems except /lnr/

2. After back vowel stems and consonant -ra
stems except /1nr/

3, After front vowel consonant stems ~-te
in/1nzx/

4. After back vowel consonant stems in /lnr/ -ta
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5. After possessives (to be learned later) -%e (only)
and the plural morpheme {~-seN}

6. After the 3rd p. sg. possessive morpheme -nie
(will be discussed later)

Note that stems in -&/-&, which had some changes in the geni-
tive and accusative cases, do not have these changes in the locative,
or in any other case. Foreign words, usually in -a or -ya, do,
however, employ a stem alternant shortening the vowels to -&, viz.,
stsendra ‘on the stage,’ or ideyira ‘in the idea,’ but kinora ‘in the
movies.' Some instances of use of the various allomorphs are the
following:

divra in the water Atdlta on the Volga
tin&sre at sea, on the sea Xusanta in Kazah
virmanta in the woods plrtre in the house
uyra on the field(s) kilte at home (Ger.
zu Hause)
ernere $i%¥ kun in the week are seven days
puldra in the fish firura in the letter
kil&re in the lake péliire in the fact,
matter
aldkra in the door
alfksenie in the doors (from * aldk-
sen-te)
slon Indire puranat the elephant lives in India

Somewhat similar endings are employed on the pronouns (to be
treated later), as manra ‘in me' {(note n + ri).

led ténlere to that world
lupadkara in the ravine
xirte in the field

Ablative Relational Morpheme

The ablative morpheme is used in the general meaning of
English “from,"” or "out of, owing to, because of.” Its endings
are exactly like those of the preceding locative case, except that
they affix an -n, thus, -ren, -ran, -ten, -tan, ~&en. There are
quite a few uses of the ablative, and not every type can be covered
here.
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" A. The English general usage of “from” to indicate distance in
space and time:

T T

tu, ran® from the mountain al¥k.ran  from the door
yultad. ran firu ilt¥m I got a letter from (my)
friend
alasem uy.ran efeksem the boys brought flowers
tatsa kil¥¥$ from the field

B. Material from which things are made, or the place from which
things are taken.

yiv¥$. ran tund piirt a hut made from wood
Atdl, tan titnd puld a fish taken from the Volga

C. In use with expressions of time, the ablative often has the effect
of English “in” with a future meaning, as “in a month, ina few
days we will do it.”

dlem. ren in the future
uy&x. ran in a month

vide kun. tan in three days
pér seyet. ren after an hour

D. Some functions of the Instrumental (Unit Four) can be found with
the ablative, and may be translated “by, through, via, by
means of, owing to. "

sasd. ran by {one's) voice
kiir8¥. ren by a neighbor, in company
| with a neighbor
| alX¥k. ran k&r- to enter by the door
&lrele. ren pdyx-~ to look from the window

E. A very important use of the ablative is a making comparisons,
to mean “than.”

* The subscript dot is used to indicate a morpheme boundary,
that is, where the word proper ends, the declensional morpheme
begins.
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yuman é&karan yivir oak is heavier than linden
(1it. "Oak from linden is
heavy")

utran #iile, kurfkran lutra “Higher than a horse,
lower than the grass™
(Folk-riddle: Answer:
‘saddle’)

irdran ird best of all (lit. “good
from good,” i.e., bet-
ter than good)

At¥l davaltan pisik the Volga is bigger than
the Tsivil

F. Sometimes still other words must be used as the English equiv- A‘
alents of the Chuvash ablative.

vi¥ 1vil. tan p&ri one of my three sons
(202,9-10)

ada ladinen 1ytnd the boy asked (inquired
of) his horse (203, 24)

suyal. tan {seized him) by the beard
{1it. “from the beard”)
(202, 6)

kué, ran naar weak in the eyes

$uk. ran on account of there not
being any

sivé. ren on account of the cold

UNIT FOUR

Instrumental relational morpheme; minor case mor-
phemes {privative, purposive, directive, vocative);
compound case morphemes. Tables of nominal declen-
sion. Plural declension.

Instrumental Relational Morpheme

This morpheme is used to indicate the general means or in-
strument by which something is accomplished, corresponding to
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‘guch words as “by, with, by means of" and so on, in English. The
‘morpheme is {~pA}, with allomorphs of /~pa/ with back vowel
/words, and /-pe/ with front vowel words. In addition, the archaic
and dialectal endings /pala, palan, pele, pelen/ may also be seen
occasionally, but no nuance of meaning attaches to them. A few
foreign words, mostly in -a and -ya, do employ a stem alternant
of -% and -y¥ before the instrumental morpheme, but there is none
of the other complications found in the genitive and accusative
morphemes.

Some instances of the use of the instrumental are the following:

poyezda by train

pirayutpa kilt¥m I came by steamer

v¥8em virmanpa pind they went by way of the

woods

kolyozniksem tirra the collective farmers
kombainpa virsa harvest grain with a
pudtaradé¥ combine

manpa pérle kil&é he came together with me

In addition to indicating the instrument or means by which things

are accomplished, it may also indicate the place by which or through
: which an action goes on, the joint performing of actions with some-
_thing or someone else. The instrumental may also indicate the
"time at which an action occurs, and thus is frequently found in

fixed expressions of time, as:

irpe in the morning (Ger.
morgens, Russ. utrom)

kafpa in the evening {abends,
velerom)

kunépe all day (lit. 'with its day,’
a possessive)

payan kunépe today all day

§&r&pe all night

ernipe all week

The instrumental morpheme is often used to mean “and,” especial-
ly in titles.

kaxalpa puyan “The Lazybones and the
Rich Man" {folktale) (207)
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fonetikapa morfologi “Phonetics and Morpholo-
gy {subtitle of a Chuvash

grammar)

Minor Case Morphemes

In addition to the case morphemes enumerated, some Chuvash
grammarians consider the morpheme -_g_x_g_/ -s&r ‘without' (the so-
called privative case, meaning to be deprived of something), and
the morpheme ~-#n/-3&n ‘for' (the so-called purposive case de- ;
noting the purpose of something) to be cases. In the present work, ‘
we shall not include them as cases in the regular sense of the word,
largely because their use is absolutely regular and predictable both
in form and content. They have no allomorphs other than those
required by vowel harmony, and may be used with every noun if the
central meaning of the word permits it to be logically used. Some
examples are the following.

Privative
als¥r-urasdr without arms or legs
si1vali§sdr _ airless, without air,
anaerobic
vdis¥r §in * a man without strength,
a weak man
finsdr without a man, having no
man
kénekesér ala a boy without books,
“a bookless boy”
Purposive
§in s1vliy&3&n for a man's health
tirpul#an for (the goal or end of)
harvests
firép mir&én for lasting peacel (slogan)
mé&nd&n, m&&&n for what, why?
vésem kuln¥din owing to their laughing,

because they laughed
(207, 14)
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a%a apay ana¥iin pulnX the boy was for descend-
ing (= wanted to go down)
{205, 19-20)

mandn x&Er& tilya because of my daughters’
xdvarndidn remaining widows
{205,42)

Directive

The directive morpheme is {-(A)11A}, and means “towards, to,
< at, in the direction of, -wards” and so on. It is still a productive
suffix and is found in the reading materials. Some instances are
the following:

virmanalla towards the woods, woods-
ward

ayalalla downwards

tivalla towards the mountain

gilelle upwards

kilelle towards home, homewards

{Ger. nach Hause)

It is interesting to note a case of similar phonemic formation and
function in the Finnic languages.

Others

There are some additional morphemes which might be con-
sidered case morphemes, as the terminative (c¢f. Hungarian!) in
-&Zen, meaning “up to, as far as,” and some others, including a
few vocative remnants. These forms, however, are little employed,
and for our present purposes will not be considered.

Compound Case Morphemes

There is nothing to prevent more than one case morpheme
being used at one time, should the meaning of both of them be needed
. in a phrase or sentence, and this is occasionally done. The most
common is the use of the combined ablative and locative in {-.RAnpA},
of which the following are examples:
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paéirtanpa since time immemorial
&nertenpe since yesterday
kiln&renpe from the time I arrived

Tables of Nominal Declension

On pages 114 and 115 are given tables to illustrate various
types of nominals in the six cases, namely, absolute, genitive,
dative-accusative, locative, ablative and instrumental. As this
order is always the same, we shall not henceforth mark the names
of cases when all are given at once.

Note that nouns in orthographic 1', n', r' use front endings in
the written language.

Plural Declension

The plural morpheme in Chuvash is {-seN}, with the allomorph
/-sem/ in word-final position, before a homoorganically articulated
consonant (e g —p), and before the privative and purposive mor-
phemes -sAr and -3An, and the allomorph /-sen/ before all other
endings. This morpheme does not observe vowel harmony in the
written language; thus, all endings may be given as:

-sem
~-gen {-&n)
-sene
~-sende
~genden
~sempe

{-sems¥r
-gsem#é&n)

Examples of the plural declension are the following. As
pointed out previously, Chuvash is unique among Turkic languages
in that the possessive morphemes are added before the plural
morpheme, contrary to the practice in others.

s¥maysem tinéssem laSasem
simaysen{¥n) tin€ssen(¥n) ladasen(¥n)
s¥maysene tin€ssene laSasene
sdmaysenie tin&ssenie lagasence
s¥maysenfen  tin¥ssenlen laSasenéen

s¥maysempe tin€ssempe laSasempe
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If the -8 of ~sem is preceded by a § or &, remember that in pro-
nunciation, the two s sounds will assimilate to each other, namely,
to § or &,

UNIT FIVE
Personal possession; the verb “to have” (pur and $uk)

In English and some other languages we are accustomed to
having special words to indicate possession, as “my, your, their,
our, his" and so on. Chuvash can do this too when it is a question
of expressing possession on the part of a person (that is, not the
genitive relationship existing between things expressed by “of”
in English), by using words which mean “my, our, your.” These
words are actually the genitive case of the personal pronouns,
the entire declension of which will be given in Unit Eight. When
possession of things on the part of persons is expressed in this

. way, the forms are:

manin laBa my horse pirén laBa our horse
sanin laa your horse sir¥n lada your horse
unin la&i his (her, its) horse v&sen ladi their horse

The forms mandn, sanin actually mean ‘of me, of you,’ thus, “the
_horse of me, the horse of you,” hence “my horse, your horse."
! In the case of the 3rd p. 8g., there is an additional suffix -i,
" which we shall explain shortly. There are also short forms of
the first three forms, viz., man lada, san lasa, un laga, but
not of the others.

Two different forms are translated “your,” the first being
the singular and the familiar (used within the family, with friends
one would call by first name, relatives, pet animals, etc.). The
second form is plural and polite. It is used to people whom one
would call “Mr. ,” or whenever there is more than one addressed,
However, depending on who is addressed, this form can mean one
or more than one, and it is never in doubt which, because there
must always be some prior reference that tells one who “you”
means. It is also used for more than one person who would be
addressed with the familiar form.

Although the manner of expressing possession shown above
is a very common one in Chuvash, there is another important way,




adgpagd  odampy edprand edgnd
usagpagd usaIny uevagjand urapind
sagpapd  oaxgipy eapiand eapind
apagd aTIE vjand ernd
uggagd  uTIy ugrand ugrnd
RRazd RTBN Band ¥od
odite adsgun edin edXeuwps  edypre
usxiys uaIsQUNL uerin uexXewps ueIygre
sxk1s 218U eadn eaXewrgs eINpre
ah1s esgun ehn eXewrps  eqpre
ughis ugsUL uphn upXewps upqple
Ao sgun £n Xeurps NEre
{wxa3e-4) (wrays-A)
adiges odoup od upypwr odap edeger eduewixe
uSeIIgEs  uLISUP uey UPMEW ualan uerege] ejUTUIIR
9I18%8 sx9uR o3 upMpws  93xn eaege| juewIIe
oh1gps susug sumiyw 9113 vuege] BuRWIIE
ughiges
10 urggg (uR)usug URUEPFW  URIn (ug)jueger ugueUzLe
1989 sup ,uppu an ege] uewIze
19MOp jurUOSUOD) 19Mop JUBUCSUOY)
oy Noeg

NOISNHTOHEJ TVNINON J0 SHTIVL




adgoazy edpiept  edpussis edgera

usigoszt || ueaplopr ueIguasys ueIgerA

2I199ATT eaphopt eapuosis BIgEIA

agoAzl eupAopr  eupuasls egelA

UPEOART ugphopt uguoes}s uggela

RIETI ehopr rUa8l8 JA8eA

adyzaed ad aqeipio edpajs~ edoury ediejowx

usyred uay, aqedpo || uerpals~ ueIoury ueIfRIOW

sapzed 93, 1qeiqo eIpAIs- rIOUTY earEIowW

ahpyxed exqein[o eUPA}S~ rUOUDY rreIow

uginaed 1o yaed ugaqedpo upA}s- uoury uprejaw

nxed Aqeipo oA38~ oury ejow

SONIMOWHOH

adpapy ednatg
uLIMIPN ueInig
samIy exnag
2A2319¥ eApaly
uRARIRA URARITY
"N nItg




116

also found in the other Turkic languages and elsewhere, This is to
add suffixes {morphemes) to the word to indicate who the owner is,
This is a new idea for speakers of English, but one not hard to
grasp. Thus, if ‘son’ is 1vdl, by adding ~-&m f(after a consonant),
or -&m if it is a front vocalic word, or just -m if it ends in a vowel
(as afam ‘my child'), we create the form 1vd1&m, which of and by
itself means “my son,” with no need for additional words, The
entire scheme is:

vElim my son w{Xmir our son
wikh your {fam.) wil&r your son
f son ! {polite or
more than
one address-
f ed)
1vilé his, her, son wi1g their son

Note that the ending of the 3rd p. means not only “his” but also
“hers” (even “its” under proper circumstances), and that it
violates vowel harmony. Chuvash has experienced a general lax-
ness in its vowel harmony, especially in the sounds -i and 4. Fi-
nally, the same suffix is used for singular and plural, viz. “his,
her" as well as “their.” Since, however, in order to say “his,
her,” or “their,™ it must be clear who is referred to, there is
never any trouble to tell them apart.

If speakers want to make it absolutely clear as to what posses-
sion is involved, they may combine both forms, and use the geni-
tive of the personal pronoun and then add the appropriate endings
to the noun as well, in this way;

minin 1v{ldm my son pir¥n 1vil¥mir our son
sanin 1vilu  your son sir&n 1vEldr your son
unXn 1vi1¥ his son vésen 1vi1& their son

This is chiefly used for a stronger emphasis, as “Our son did this,
but their son did that.” Note that this method removes any doubts
between “his, hers” and “theirs” in the 3rd p. For ease in pre-
sentation henceforth, we shall identify the third person only as
“his” throughout.
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Table of Possessive Forms

BACK FRONT

Consonant Vowel Consonant Vowel

wvdlim aam xErém &nem

wvilu adu x&ri &nil

wilE adi x&r& &ni

wdldmdr afamir xEr&mér Enemér

wdl&r alXr xEr&r &Enér

AT §7.1 adi x&r¥ &ni

All words may be given possessive forms according to the above
possibilities, including loanwords, the only peculiarity there be-
ing that a few Russian words in -0 use an allomorph -v& in the
3rd p. sg. (viz., byurové ‘his office’). Note above the use of -i
in the 3rd p. sg. possessive vocalic stems, which arises from a
replacement of the preceding vowel by -i (thus, lafa + i > ladi).
It will be generally clear from the above table what the ending is,
but note that the possessive morpheme displaces the regular vowel
of the stem in several places,

Nouns in -u/- employ their stem alternant in -¥v/-&v when
any possessive morpheme follows, hence:!

Sirdvim my letter pél¥vEm my fact
firdvu your letter pélévil your fact
Sirdve his letter pEl¥veE his fact
éir¥vimir our letter p&lévEmérx our fact
fir¥vir your letter pélévér your fact
Sirdv¥ their letter pE1¥vé their fact

) Nouns in single consonant plus ¥/& employ their stem alternant
- with geminated consonant when a possessive morpheme follows,
thus:

pullim my fish t¥vv¥m my knot
X pullu your fish t&vvil your knot
pulli his fish t&vvi his knot
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pullamir our fish tévvem¥r our knot
pulldr your fish tévver your knot
pulli their fish t&vvi their knot

In the 3rd p. sg. possessive, words in -t and -d (orthographi-—
cally -t, -t', -d, -d') replace that consonant with & and add &, as |
follows:

plrt house sklad storehouse
plir&d his house skla&¥ his storehouse
yat name tetrad' notebook

yal¥ his name tetrald his notebook

In current Chuvash usage, the personal possessive morphemes
of the 1st and 2nd p. pl. have been largely supplanted by the ana-
lytical forms. Thus, instead of 1vildmir “our son,” pirén 1vdl is
used, and instead of ivilr “your son," sirén ivilu (note -ul) is
used,

As mentioned, words in the foreign phoneme ~-o have their
3rd p. sg. possessive in -v&, as kinov& ‘his movie,' depov¥ ‘his
depot.’

A special possessive morpheme {-¥3¥} is found with a small
class of words made up of kinship terms and some numerical terms,
thus: appa ‘elder sister’ but aygﬂé) ‘his, her elder sister.' .

ami3& his mother

ag8¥ (< *a§X5¢¥) his father

numayX#& many of them (lit. “its many,
their many”)

visgEs¥ the three of them (lit. “their
three”)

The entire declension of atte ‘father’ is rather irregular.

atte, attemm my father attemér our father,
“Our Father”

adu your father adir your father

afsg his father afsd their father

Later, we shall take up the endings {morphemes) that indicate
different persons or actors in the verb, and then the student will
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notice that these endings are very similar to the personal posses-

 sive morphemes. Thus tus¥mir ‘our friend,' but also Sirtimir
. ‘we wrote' (lit. "our having written”). From this some have con~

cluded that, in these languages and others, verbal endings are

. an outgrowth of an originally possessive idea, e.g., “my seeing

existes” is “I see,” and "I am a see-er” becoming “I see.”

The Verb “To Have” (gur and éuk)

Chuvash does not have a single verb meaning ‘to have' the way
English and some other languages do. Instead, they usually say
something like “my book exists" (cf. the Russian ‘to me a book is’
with omiseion of is), “our son is non-existent” for ‘we have no son,’
and so on., Chuvash has two words used to indicate possession:
pur ‘that which is, what exists,’' and its opposite §uk ‘that which is
non-existent, what there is none of.” The following examples will
help to make this more evident.

manXn k&neke pur I have a book {of me a book
exists)

sandn viyit Suk you have no time (your time
is-not)

un¥n &ne fuk he has no cow

manin ladam pur I have a horse, I have my
horse

ladam pur I have a horse

kam#n pur, ¥na tata of him who has, to him will

paréé be given also {(Mark IV, 25)

For those who may have some acquaintance with Turkish, the
words pur and fuk correspond exactly in form, origin and usage to
Turkic var and yok. Further, just as var and yok may take the
past tense morpheme {vard: ‘there was,' yokt: ‘there was not'),
in Chuvash too the past tense morpheme {-&&&} (of like origin)
may be added to form pur&Z& and §uk&¥ “there was, there wasn’t.”

UNIT SIX
Possession expressed in different cases

In the foregoing we have learned the different relationships
in which a nominal may stand, as genitive, ablative, instrumental,
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and so on, We have also learned how to indicate possession on the
part of persons or things of objects. It is therefore possible in
Chuvash, as in English, not only to say “my son. " or “to a house, "
one may say “to my son's house.” This is accomplished in Chu-
vash by adding the relational morphemes after the possessive
morphemes as previously learned.

In this case too, the agglutinative forms with several mor-
phemes seem to be giving way to analytic forms under Ruasian
influence. The manner of formation as given in older and newer
grammars differs in some details {(e.g., in the 2nd p. sg.,
Ashmarin, 1898, gives & where 1960 grammars give u). Thus,
the present writer has had to create a few forms by analogy since
complete tables are not given. In spite of minor handicaps, the
principle and manner of formation are clear, and from a practical
point of view they are not hard to recognize.
1st p. possessives expressed in different cases may be given

as: )
e

T
wdldm/ § x¥r&m aZam Enem
1v¥l¥min x&rémén afamin &nemén
1vil¥ma xéréme alama Zneme
wi¥mra x&r&mre afamra ¥nemre
ivilmran  y¥r¥mren atamran &nemren
1vlmpa x&ré&mpe aampa &nempe

Note that these are all translated by phrases in English such as
“from my son, to my cow, with my child.”

The 2nd p. sg. forms may be given as follows. Note two par- .
ticular changes (also applying to the 3rd p. sg.): in the dative-
accusative, the -u characteristic of the 2nd p. sg. drops entirely,
leaving only the ending -na/-ne. In the locative and ablative forms, |
a prothetic -n- occurs between the morpheme -u- and the regular
ending -ta, -tan (but not with the instrumental -pa).

ivila x&rd adu &ni
ivilun{¥n)  x&ridn({&n) aZun{¥n) &niin{¥n)
1vilna x&rne auna &niine
ivilunta x&riinte adunta &niinte
wv¥luntan x&rinten aluntan &niinten

wv¥lupa x&rilpe adupa Enitpe
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In the 3rd p. sg., a form widely used when two nouns are
juxtaposed ({the so-called izafet construction}, but also used to
indicate possession by him, her or it, only front endings are used,
since the suffix itself occurs only in the forms -i and -&. Note
. that stems in -n double the n when the morpheme -ne is added
. (e.g., zakonne ‘to his law'). The forms given below may also
serve to indicate the 3rd person pl., although usually un or undn
‘his’ or vésen ‘their’ is prefixed.

1vi1E x¥ré& ladi &ni
1v¥lén x&ré&n ladin &nin
1v¥lne x&rne la#ine &nine
1vilénte x&ré&nie la8in&e &ninge
ivil¥nden y&ré&ndten ladin&en &ninZen
w¥l&pe x&ré&pe ladipe &nipe

Thus far, we have considered only instances in which one
person or object was possessed by one person or object. Now we
shall consider instances in which more than one person possesses
one object {or person}, viz. *our, your {pl.}).” In the case of
“your,” it must be remembered that in some cases this is only a
matter of form, since it can refer, in the polite usage, to only one
person. The forms for the lst p. pl. are as follows:

1v¥1dmdr xEr&mér ladamir &nemér
wdl¥mdrdn  xEr&m&rén ladam¥rdn Enem¥rén
iv¥l¥m&ra y&r¥mére lafamira gnemére
v l¥mdrta y&r&mérte lafamirta &nemdérte
wv¥l¥mirtan x&r&mrten lafamirtan  &nemérten
iv¥lidmirpa yEré&mérpe laSamirpa Enemérpe

The corresponding forms for the 2nd p. pl. are the following.

wiXlir x&ré&r laddr Enér
1vEldrin xEr&r&n lag¥rdn Enérén
wilira xErére lad¥ra &nére
wvildrta x&rérte lagdrta Enérte
1v{l&rtan x&r¥rten lagirtan Enérten

vildrpa x&rérpe lag&rpa &nérpe
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As previously noted, forms such as yaldmdrta ‘in our village’
have been supplanted by pirén yalta ‘in our village.' A few other
instances, drawn from various texts, are:

pirén atteme to our father
sirén 1vilupa with your son
siré&n lada your horse
laduna your horse (acc.)
pir&n rayonta in our region

Some particular types of nominals, as previously pointed out,
employ stem alternants under certain conditions. Thus stems in
morphophonemic -U employ their alternant in -¥v/&v before pos-
sessive morphemes beginning with a vowel, and before the port-
manteau morpheme /.na/. Stems in single consonant plus ¥/&
employ the alternant with geminated consonant. The lst p. is:

Sirdvim pélé&vém pullfm kiil1&m
firdvimin p¥l&v€mén pullfmin kG11&mé&n
g§irdvima pél&vEme pull¥ma kiill¥me
Sirdvimra péi¥vEmre pullfmra kiillémre
firdvimran pé&lé&v¥imren pull¥mran kiillémren
firdvimpa p&lE&vEmpe pulld¥mpa kill&mpe

The 2nd p. forms are not quite as predictable. They are as follows:

frirdva pél¥vi pullu killld
g1irdvun p&l&vén pullun killlfin
Sirdvna p&l&vne pulluna kiilliine
firunta p&liinte pullunta kiillinte
f1runtan péliinten pulluntan killlinten
girdvupa pél¥viipe pullupa killliipe

In the 3rd p., the following forms are used: (Note front endings
only!)

firdv¥ pElévE pulli kitlli
firdvén péi&vén pullin kiillin
é1ir¥vne or p&l&vne or

sirune péliine pulline kiilline
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fir¥v¥nZe  p&ldvénie pullinée kiillin&e
gir¥vénfen p&l&vénien pullinen kiillinZen
sirdvépe p&l&vipe pullipe kiillipe

Note several interesting features in this declension, namely, that
gen. sg. /p¥l¥v¥n/ concides with that of the 2nd p., the same for
the dat. -acc. /p8l&vne/. Note also the prothetic -n- in the locative
and ablative -_x}_ée, -_r_z_éen.

; The possessive forms of nominals in /t/ and /d/ (and ortho-

. graphic t' and d') are treated like other words, except for their

. morphophonemic change of t/d to & before ¥, viz.

sklad warehouse skladim skladu skla &
apat dinner apatim apatu apald
tetrad notebook  tetradém tetradit tetradd
element element element&m elementi elemendd
turat branch turatim turatu turadé
yat name yatam yatu yald

Up to now, we have considered the following instances of pos-
session, viz:

I. one person possessing one thing: my book, your book,
her book

2. more than one person possessing one thing: our book,
their book

There are still two more possibilities that may be expressed, viz.:

3. one person possessing more than one of the items: my
books, his books

4. more than one person possessing more than one of the
things involved: our books, your books, their books

The formation of the latter two types is quite easy in Chuvash, and
can be created by the student on the basis of the following examples
for all forms, as it consists merely of adding the invariable plural
morpheme forms after the appropriate possessive morphemes.
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wilfmsem my sons w&lﬁ#mﬁxéaem our sons
1vX1¥msen (¥n) 1vE1¥m¥rsen(¥n)
ivil¥msene wvdidmirsene
1vil¥msende 1v¥ii¥mirsende
1v¥{l¥msenden 1vil{mirsenden
w¥l¥msempe 1wv¥l¥mirsempe

UNIT SEVEN

The nominal as adjective; comparison of the adjective;
possessive adjectives; superlative intensifiers; the
morpheme /-13/.

The Nominal as Adjective

There is little formal difference between the various subclasses
of nominals: hence, there are no formal characteristics, as end-
ings, which mark the Chuvash adjective, or rather, the nominal
used adjectivally. As previousaly remarked, the same Chuvash
word may be identically used as noun, adjective and adverb, for
instance:

gurd 8dmarta a white egg

§¥marta Burri egg its white = egg-white,
albumen

yivdé furt wooden house

&ul ké&per stone bridge

. ada warm, warmth, warmness

ada sfmay a warm word, friendly

greeting

pé&r pisXk tip€ yuman a big dry oak-tree

xamin siltim ydlxa into my right earhole
S§¥dtakne {folktale) (204, 28)

Comparison of the Adjective

In the absence of any feature of form to distinguish the ad-
jectival subclass, a feature or function of adjectives may be men-
tioned, that of comparison. In Chuvash, as in other languages,
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it is possible to distinguish three degrees of intensity in an attri-
bute, the positive or normal degree, the comparative degree,
greater than the preceding, and the superlative degree, denoting
the greatest amount of that quality possible. A few words, by their
very nature, do not admit of comparison, e.g., timér ‘iron’ {as
in tim&r vitre'iron pail’'). Something cannot be more iron or less
iron, it can only be iron in nature.

The positive or normal degree of the adjective has no marker
or ending to note it.

sari elek yellow flower
£11% y&r a tall girl

The comparative degree, denocting a greater or lesser amount
of degree of the quality or attribute of an object (as compared
“with another object) is expressed in two ways. The firstisa
syntactic means employing the ablative morpheme:

yuman $Xkaran yi1vir oak from linden is heavy
= oak is heavier than linden

kilten p1sdk larger than a house {*from
a house, big')

11ttdn k¥mélten yakid gold is more valuable than
silver

The second means employs the comparative morpheme { rAy}, which
has several allomorphs:

A. Stems ending in vowels, or in consonants except -r, use the
allomorphs -ray/-rex.

sardray yellower, more yellow
xitrerey more beautiful, prettier

B. Stems in -r employ the allomorph -taray/-terey.

yivirtaray heavier
Note also:
nummavytaray more, greater amount
{207, 36)

nalartaray worse
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C. Stems ending in ~1 and -n have free variation between allo-

morphs A and B,

avan
avantaray

good
better

Additional instances of comparatives are the following examples.

pis¥kray
pisdkray kil

yaklX
yakl¥ran yaki¥

Xitaray

Zultraray ydyarsene
tatrmir

laydyray
ileml&rey

pé&&krey

bigger
a rather large house

expensive
more and more expensive

harder, more vigorously

we picked bigger cucumbers

better
more beautiful

smaller

Not only may nominals and adjectives take the comparative mor-
pheme, this may be found with still other forms.

ka$
kadlen

kadZenterey

plirt
patne
plirt patnerey

kurdk
kur¥kray iras

kunta
kuntaray

evening

towards evening (‘up to the .
evening')

more on into the evening,
more towarda evening

house

towards (‘to its direction’)

a bit more towards the
house

grass, weeds

rye with quite a bit of grass
in it (‘grassier rye,
weedier rye’)

here
closer this way
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kilelle towards the house
kilellerey more towards the house

Both the above ways of forming the comparative may also be com-
bined, e.g.,

yuman EZkaran oak from linden is heavier =
vivirtaray oak is heavier than linden

Adjectival words, when used in the plural, function just like
other nominals, e.g., puyansem ‘the rich ones, the rich men.’

Superlative Intensifiers

The superlative degree, or its equivalent, may be formed by
using special words to indicate “very, much, most” and the like,
placed before the word to be intensified. The word most used is
&i, and other words of similar function are pit, pit¥ ‘very,’ itla
‘more, beyond, further,’ maysdr ‘immeasurably,’ sdv teri ‘quite,

as it were, so to say,’ mala '‘more,’ etc.
&i fivEE very sharp, sharpest
& layfy very good, the best
mala ilemlé& more beautiful
itla avan more good, better, very
good
pit€ laydy very good, best

Reduplication in whole or in part also plays a considerable
role in forming a superlative in Chuvash. This type of formation,
well-known in other Turkic and Altaic languages, is of several
sorts,

A. The entire stem may be reduplicated, as

sard-sard very yellow, exceptionally
yellow
gurd-furd most white, white as white

can be
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B. The adjective may be preceded by an intensifying partly re-
duplicated prefix, in the form CVC., where the first consonant
is that of the word involved, the vowel usually the one of that
word (but sometimes another one, but in vowel harmony with
it}, and the second consonant is -p, but sometimes -m or even
other consonants. Hence,

Xup-xura jet-black

yem-ye3&l green as green can be
y&p-y&pe soaking wet

Sap-dura snow-white {note prefix!)
x8p-xérle red as all get-out
tak-takXr absolutely flat

tdp~tulli chockful, brimful

C. In a few cases, the reduplicated syllable is not based on that
word being intensified, but on some other stem, e.g.,

vér-§&né brand-new
s&m~t&ttém pitch-dark

Possessive Adjectives

Since the Chuvash adjective is essentially a substantive, it
may express possession, although by its nature only possession
of and by things, hence, it occurs only with the 3rd p. suffix, ~i. .
Very frequently, this -i is added to the locative morpheme { RA},
vielding the following allomorphs:

A. After /inr/, -ti

yalti what is in the village, local

kilti domestic, what is in the
home

varmanti pertaining to the forest, in
the woods

kunti {from kunta ‘here') local

xirti on the field
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- B. After other consonants except /inr/, -ri

anat
anatra

anatri

puéri kalpak

dirémri fan

uramri

s¥mayxri sasisem
alfavitri saspallisem

Gor'kiri avtozavod

lower, Lower Chuvashia

in the lower part, in Lower
Chuvashia

one who is in or from Lower
Chuvashia {name of one of
the two major Chuvash
dialects)

the hat on the head

a man in his twenties

on the street

the sounds which are in words
the letters in the alphabet

the automobile factory in
Gorky

C. The allomorph -%i is found after the prothetic -n- of the pos-

sessive locative.

plrt paténdi

the one in the vicinity or
direction of the house

A very similar morpheme is /-xi/, meaning approximately “the
one which is in.” It may be added after any consonant.

gul
dulyi

furyi

iryi

year
yearly, what is in a year,
annual

vernal, spring, what is in
the springtime

morning, pertaining to the
morning
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kafyi
dlemyi

laydxyi

virsd
viréXi&en

vEir§i&&enyi

unenyi

xal’
xal'yi

The Morpheme /. 13/

evening, in the evening (as
adjective)

future, what is in the future
the one who is good

war
before the war, up to the

time of the war
pre-war

the former (Ger. damalige),
‘the one up to it’

now, at present
contemporary, the ones at
present

The function of adjectives may also be performed by the ex.
tremely common suffix -13/-1&. It is very similar to the English
suffix -like, as in childlike, birdlike, etc. It has the essential
meaning of “having, possessing, having the nature of,” and its
allomorphs are ~-13/-1& after consonants and ~114/-11¥ after vowels.
It may be affixed to any nominal stem. Note there are two similar
morphemes, one -la/-le with full grade vowel (to be discussed
below), and another morpheme -la -/-le-, which occurs only with

verb stems,
&ap
Capld

yat
yatl¥

ut
utld

ilem
ilemlé

virmalX
tu, 11X

fame
famous, having fame

name
named (s0-and-so), having
the name -~-

horse
having a horse

beauty
beautiful

wooded, having woods

mountainous, hilly
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§&mi bone

#¥milla bony

af meat, flesh

adla meaty, fleshy

xarpir each

yarpdrld own, individual, unique

There are many, many other formations with this morpheme. It
may also be used with borrowedwords.

aktivid active, having activity
talantld talented, having talents
interesld interesting, of interest

Note the difference between simple juxtaposition and the use

of -14.

&ul pé&ve a stone dam, a dam made
out of stones (not wood)

ZullX p&ve a rocky dam, a dam with
loose rocks lying about

tivar kiflli a salt-lake, lake salty by
nature

tivarl¥ Siv salted water, salty water

{but not salt water), water
to which salt was mistaken-

ly added
Note also these examples:

t¥vat ura four legs (that is, not three
or five)

tivat urall¥ a four-legged one, quadruped,
four -footed

iké& vitre two pails, two buckets

ik¥ vitrell® s¥mavar a two-pot samovar

yitd pusé a dog-head (not a moosehead)

yit pudl& upite the dog-faced baboon
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The morpheme -sir/-s&r is the antonym to -1X/-1¥.

In addition to the morpheme -15/-1¢, there is a very similar
morpheme -la/-le with full vocalism. Its meaning essentially
duplicates the former, and is used chiefly with stems denoting
nationalities, but also with some other stems, especially borrowed
words. No instances of contrast have been found, nor of free
variation.

&fvadla k&neke a Chuvash book
Xva3la-virasla slovar’ A Chuvash-Russian Dictionary
tutarla Tatar

bol'Sevikla Bolshevik, Bolshevistic
stayanovla yuydm the Stakhanovite movement

fadistla zayvatliksem  the fascist usurpers

kapitalistla tata the capitalistic and land-
pome#&ikla pusmir owner's yoke

UNIT EIGHT

Pronouns: Personal, reflexive, demonstrative, interro-
gative, indefinite, negative, personal possessive, and
other pronominal words.

Personal Pronouns

The general declensional pattern of the pronouns is similar
to that of the nominal declension. There is a stem, fairly con-
sistent in form, to which the relational morphemes previously
given are added to indicate the various cases. The greatest
disparity occurs between the absolute or nominative case and the
oblique cases (including all others).

In the case of the lst p., for instance, the allomorph /ep&/
occurs only in the nominative, and in all other cases, the supple-
tive form /man-/, to which the regular case morphemes are
added, is used, thus:

epé
man. £n
man, a
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man.ra
man. ran
man. pa

The same pattern is followed in the second person singular, em-
ploying es& in the nominative, and san- in the oblique. In the 3rd
P., v&l “he, she, it, that, this™ is oppoaed to un- of the oblique,
except .pt that a form &n- is used before the dative e ending -a. The
plural of vil employs an allomorph v~ to which -sem is added,
viz., v€sem ‘they.' The remaining forms of the lst and 2nd p.
pl. may be similarly analyzed. All forms are presented herewith
in tabular arrangement.

epé esé vl

man{Zn) san(n) un(¥n)

mana sana dna

manra sanra unra {unta)

manran sanran unran (untan)

manpa sanpa unpa

epir esir vésem

pirén girén v&sen(&n)

pire sire vésene

pirénte (pirte) siré&nte vésenie

pir&nten sirénten v&senden
{pirten)

piré&npe sirénpe v¥sempe

In addition to the above, some other forms are occasionally
found, as for the nominative, ep, es, ul, epér, es¥r and vilsem.
The locative and ablative of esir may also use sirteand sirten
like epir does.

Some examples of their use are the following ones.

ku brigadir — pirén Thie team-leader is curs.
pire puyura irlar&$ We were praised at the
meeting.
piré&n brigada malta Our team goes forward.
pirat

ep& kolyozra ¥8letdp I work on the kolkhoz.

vil é1in that man
vil finsem those people
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vXl sire pallard he has recognized you (204, 34)
TurX Zna kalani God said to him (204, 36)
man xérsene my girls (ace.)

Reflexive Pronouns

In Chuvash, the words for myself, yourself, himself, herself,
and so on, are expressed with possessive forms of the morpheme
xa ‘self.’ To this morpheme may be added morphemes of posdes~
sion and of case. From the following table the student can easily
determine the similarity of these endings to those already learned.
The reflexives are usually used with a personal pronoun to strengthen
or intensify them, but may also be used alone.

xam Xu x&y (&)
xamin x&vin xXy&n
xama x&vna xZyne
xamra xXvinta x¥yente
xamran xdvantan xXyenen
xampa Xupa xdype
xamir x&vir xdysem -
xam¥rin x&virdn xdysen(&n)
yamira ydvira x3ysene
xamirta xEvirta xdysende
xamirtan xdvirtan xdysenéen
xamirpa xivirpa xdysempe

Some examples of use of the reflexive pronouns are the following:

vil &y he himself

esir xXvir you yourselves

xdysen tivan yal their own native village

xam pirdp I am coming myself

xZysem kildg4 they came themselves

ep& xama S3vatip I wash myself

xdvay kay! Go yourself! {202, 18)

xivir Turd y¥résem ye are God’s daughters
{204, 33)

xZvin upadku your own husband (205, 13)

xdy€n a¥¥¥ kilne pind he came to his own father's
house {204,43)
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Demonatrative Pronouns

Like other languages, Chuvash too has words used to point out
things or persons at near or far distances, as “these, those, this,
that.” It is not always possible to equate Chuvash usage exactly
with English usage, because much depends on the circumstances:
whether the speaker envisages something as near or far in relation
to him, or whether it is near or far in relation to some other person.

Some of these words are the following: ku ‘this,’ fak, fakd
~ ‘that,’ Sav, Savi “that one (more distant that §ak)’ vil ‘that one,

he,' le3 ‘that one at some distance,’ led¥ id., xay, xayxi (NB: not
x%y!) ‘that selfsame one, that very one, the aforementioned,’ apla,
kapla, fapla ‘such a one, one like that, that sort of one.' Also
used are un pek, §avin pek, Sakin pek “the like of it, the like of
that™ meaning ‘similar, that sort of.’

The declensions of these words follow previously established
patterns:

ku fak{X) le# (%) xay, xayxi dav(d)
kun{¥n) Sakin ledZn xayyxin favin
kuna éakna le#ne yayyine davna
kunta  fakinta le&&nle xayyinge gavinta
kuntan #akintan leB&nien yayxinien davintan
kunpa  #Sakdnpa ledpe xayxipe favinpa

When it is necessary to use the plural forms of these words, they
employ their basic stem plus the regular endings of the plural
(viz. -sem, sen(¥n), -sene, -senle, -senlen and -sempe), namely,

kusem #Saksem leisem xayyxisem favsem

Some examples of the demonstrative pronouns are the follow-
ing:

kunta here (lit. ‘in this’})

kuntan hence, for this reason,
therefore

unta there (‘in that’)

untan from that = thereupon,

thence, then

fakX k&neke this book
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un pek &in such a man
dakd - k&neke This is a book.
xayxine asturim I remembered that {that

thing which you were
talking about previously)

piré&n Suxis Sapla Our opinion is thus and so.

ku pioner layXy v&renet This Pioneer (Boy Scout)
studies well.

le¥ a&an ké&nekesem That child has a lot of books,
numay {that child's books are
‘ many)
ala k¥neke nlanmalla  The boy reads the book
vulat clearly.
$apla vulani mana Such a reading (a reading
savintarat like that) delights me.

Interrogative Pronouns

The words for “what, who, which” etc. are interrogative
pronouns, and like the preceding pronouns, follow the same gen-
eral pattern of formation. Their use is essentially that of their
English counterparts. In Chuvash, these words are kam ‘who,’
mé&n ‘what,' xX¥(¥) ‘which, which one,’ mide ‘how many’ (of num-
bers), m&n fuxl¥, mé&n &ul ‘how many, of what quantity,’ and
mé&nl& ‘what sort, of what kind.’ Note that, unlike their English
equivalents, Chuvash kam and m&n may be used in the plural:
kamsem ‘what persons, what ones, who?’, or m¥nsem ‘what
things, what objects, what ones.'

Their declension is as follows.

kam mén &3 (&)
kamin mé&n¥n xd8&n
kama mé&ne xdine
kamra mé&nre x&8&ne
kamran mé&nren xd5&n&en
kampa ménpe xX&inpe (!)
mife mé&n Zuyl& mé&n &ul

mife(&n) mé&n Euylén mé&n &uldn
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mifene mén Zuyle mén &ula
midere mé&n &uyl¥re m&n Eulra
miferen mén Suyléren mé&n &ulran
midepe mé&n Euyxlpe mé&n &ulpa

Some other interrogative words are: Xfta ‘where;’ ménsker,
mésker, ‘what'; yeple, m¥nle ‘what sort;' m&ns¥n ‘why,’ ‘owing
to what,’

Examples of their usage may be found in these phrases.

payan mé&n kun? Today, what day? = What
day is today?
mén tird What crop? = What is the

crop like {this year)?
ku yapalana mé&ne iltén? Why did you buy this thing?
yeple fin v&17? What sort of a person is he?
{What man he?)

x25% asli, xX5¥ k&6&nni I shall hire (you) to know
pallama titdp which is the eldest and
which is the youngest
{Folktale: 230, 20)

The student must note carefully the fact that Chuvash does
not have a relative pronoun such as “that, which” in English.
Sentences of the types “The man who did it came yesterday” or
“The book that he bought was stolen” are expressed in Chuvash
in a completely different way {(viz., approximately “The having-
done-it man came yesterday,” “His bought book was stolen”).

Occasionally, however, in imitation of Russian usage, the
words kam or mé&n will be found in a relative usage.

kam t¥rd¥sa ¥élet, Who works assiduously will
unin $8& Insa pirat. succeed at this task (lit.
*Who works trying, his
affair succeeds’},

Indefinite Pronouns

Indefinite pronouns may be formed from interrogative pro-
nouns by:
1. Adding the morpheme ta-/te- ‘some’ before them:
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takam someone

temé&n something

temé&sker someone, a certain one

taydsd someone, a certain which
one

temé&nle some sort

temide somewhat, to some amount

2. Adding the particle ta and the words pulin or pulsan (lit.
‘let it be' or ‘if it is’), in a manner reminiscent of the Russian
formations kto-nibud' ‘who it may be' = whoever, someone, and so
on.

kam ta pulin anyone, whoever it may be
ménte pulin anything, whatever it may be
ménle te pulin anyhow, however

3. By adding the word kirek before them

kirek kam somebody
kirek mé&n something
kirek mé&nle somehow

Ne gative Pronouns

Negative pronouns are formed from interrogatives by adding
the prefix morpheme ni before them, and the particles ta, te after
the stem.

nikam ta no one
nimé&n te nothing
niméske te no sort
nixA35& te no one
niyeple te nothing
nimé&nle te nothing
nimé&n Euylé te seldom

Personal Poassessive Pronouns

Chuvash also has formations like English “mine, yours, his”
which can be used as nouns. This usage is similar in formation
to the German das meinige or French le mien ‘the one which is
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mine.' These are formed in Chuvash by adding the possessive

- -ni to the genitive forms of the personal pronouns, viz.:

manni, man¥nni sanni, san¥nni unni, undnni
pir#nni sirdnni v&senni (v&sen&nni)

The reflexive pronouns may also be used this way:

xamEnni the one which is my own
xdvinni your own

x¥y&nni his own

yamErinni our own

x¥ysenni their own

xivirinni your own

These forms, being nouns, may also occur in all cases, and
since their formation is perfectly regular and predictable, all
forms will not be given here.

manni sanni unni
mannin sannin unnin
manne sanne unne
manninde sannine unnin&e
manninfen sanninéen unninden
mannipe sannipe unnipe
mannisem sannisem unnisem

{and so on)
Both short and long forms may serve as the base:

mandnni saninni undnni
mandnnisem san¥nnisem unXnnisem

(and occur in all cases)

Further, the forms may refer to the plurals “our, your, their, ”
viz.
pirénni sir&nni vésenni

pir&nnisem pir&nnisem vE&sennisem
{oblique cases as usual)
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In general these forms are but little used, as the cirumstances
calling for their use infrequently arise. Their formation poses no

problems. One example from the Reader is:

iran k&€§&nnine pallama Come to recognize the young-

kil est one tomorrow! (Folk-
tale 203,37), lit. ‘its young
one.,'’

Other Pronominal Words

There are also some other words of pronominal character,
expressing accumulation and generalization.

kadni each

purte all, every
pur, pétém all

xarpdrydy each himself
urdy other, another
tepér other

UNIT NINE

The verb: Primary tenses of the indicative mood {(dura-
tive present, negative formation, future, preterite),

The essential order of words inthe Chuvash sentence, a subject
whichwe shall devote greater attention to later inany event, positions
the verb at the end of the clause or sentence. Thus, the sentence begins
with the subject, followed by the object, withany other elements of man.
ner or place and time arranged next in line, and finally, the verb con-
cluding. Thebasic functionofthe verbisto state actionor to predicate
existence.

In the present Grammar we shall confine ourselves to the
chief forms of current Chuvash usage. Some other forms may be
found, but their usage is limited. For convenience, we divide the
tenses of the indicative mood (the forms that express fact or actual
occurrences, rather than what might or would happen) according
to their formation into the primary and secondary tenses. Although
we use the term “tense” to describe the different forms of the Chu-
vash verb, the connotation of time that this word has is not the only
one which the form possesses. We might also speak of “aspect,”
or the manner of looking at an action, focusing not so much on the
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relative time sequence of events, but features like customary ac-
tion versus one-time action. In the case of the first tense, the
durative present, the meaning is not only that of an action occurring
this instant (the fish is swimming this moment in the stream) but
also of actions habitually characteristic of the subject {fish swim,
as in their nature, in the ocean).

Durative Present

The durative present tense has the formant ~t-, after which

| certain endings characteristic of the different persons are added.
These persons are the first, or the speaker (I), and its plural (we),
the second, or person spoken to (you) and its plural (also ‘you’ in
English, but different in Chuvash}, and the third person, the one
spoken of, (he) with its plural (they). The persons will always be
given in the same order (lst sg., 2nd sg., 3rd sg., Istpl., 2nd
pl., 3rd pl.), and for this reason, will not be specially marked.
The endings characteristic of this tense are not difficult. Chuvash
verbs in general have only one declensional type, but there are
some variants caused by the vowel harmony, and by whether the
stem ends in a vowel or consonant. According to the Chuvash

' grammarians, the durative present {which they call the Present-

Future) denotes:

a. action being completed at the moment of speaking

b. actions going on in general terms, as part of the natural
order of things

¢. a definite categorical future: something that absolutely
is going to take place — this is expressed with the dura-
tive present

Herewith we present the forms for the four possible variants in this
tense.

vowel stem consonant stem
vula. tip géle. tép fir. atdp kil. eté&p
vula. t&n gfle. tén éir.atin kil. etén
vula. t &éle. t dir.at kil. et
vula. tpdr &éle. tpér gir. atpdr kil. etpér
vula. t&r dile. t&r dir. atdr kil. etér

vula. §8& Edle, d4¢ dir. ads¥ kil. edd&
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Note that the tense formant -t- is characteristic of all persons:
except the 3rd p. pl., where it assimilates before § to §. In the
current Cyrillic orthography, a soft sign (') is used after the -t.
of the 3rd p. sg. for back vowel stems only. Since this is not
phonemic, we do not reproduce it in these lessons, but it will be
found in the reading selections. The student is reminded that the
~t- of the 1lat p. pl. assimilates in ordinary pronunciation to the
following bilabial stop -p-, so that these forms are usually pro-
nounced [vulappdr], [¥§leppé€r], [firappdr] and [kilepp&r].

Historically, it may be of interest to note the origin of the tense
from a combination of a verb form in -a/-e to which a reduced form
of another verb tfr- (“to stand” > “to be") was added, plus reduced
forms of personal pronouns.

Note that this tense is sometimes translated into English by a
future, especially with “going to,” as in “I write, I am going to
write, I'm going to New York tomorrow,” rather than the future
“I shall go to New York.” Some examples of the tense follow.

/

xével tuyat the sun rises
é1n Upkepe sivlat man breathes with his lungs
fiv anatalla yuyat water flows downstream
iran epé Muskava I'm going to Moscow tomor-~
kayatip row
m&E&n yuyydratin Why are you sorrowing?
(204, 24-25)
x34an tavrIntin? When do you return? (When
are you going to come back?)
ansan sana tita§£¥ When {(we) descend, they will
seize you (205, 19)
Efemes sl they do not drink, they are
not drinking (202, 4)
niftata kaymastdp I am not going anywhere
{2058, 30)
titd 448 they are holding you, they

will hold you, they are
going to hold you (205,19)

o -

Ne gative Formation

Up to now we have not mentioned how to say “not” with respect
to anything. Thus it may surprise the student to learn that in Chu-
vash there is no individual word for not, but that this is incorporated
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, as a morpheme into the middle of the word. The morpheme is

; {-m-}, with allomorphs of -mi-/ -m&-, -ma-, etc. In the durative
 present, the allomorph is -mas-/ -mes~. The negative forms of

' the preceding verbs are, then:

é 1rmaé;3:£p kilmestép vulamastip  &8lemestdp
firmastin  kilmestén vulamastin  &élemestén
firmast kilmest vulamast &élemest
Sirmastpdr kilmestpér vulamastpdr &4lemestpdr
§irmastdr  kilmestér vulamastdr ghlemestér
Sirma g kilme#§§& vulama €& &élemed i

In colloquial pronunciation, the -t of the 3rd p. sg. disappears.
A few examples are the following:

tupaymastir you cannot find (204, 34)
niftata kaymastip I shall not go anywhere (205, 30)
xdtilaymastin you will be unable to save

yourself (205,19)

; Future Tense

The second tense of the indicative or factual mood is the future.

It is formed with the stem of the verb, to which the personal end-
ings (almost identical with those of the durative present) are added.
The ending of the future tense is a zero-formant, in other words,

' no ending, plus the durative endings in all persons except the 3rd,

' where -& and -&6 are used. This tense is called the Future-Indef-

' inite in Chuvash grammars, and is used when the expression of

' the future is more general, and not so dogmatic, that is, when
the speaker is less convinced that an action will definitely take
place. The endings for this tense, are the following:

firhp pél&p vuldp &41¥p
girdn pélén vuldn &£1&n
gird p&lé vul¥ g61¥
girdpir p&lépér vuldpdr E§1&plr
dirhr p&lér vuldr &41¥r
§1r¥s p¥1&s vul¥é E61%4

The negative formation for this tense infixes the allomorph -m-
of the negative morpheme.
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f1irmip péimép vulamdp &élemép !
dirmén p&lmén vulamn &lemén '
dirmé pé€imé vulamé gélemé
girmipir pElmépér vulamdpdr é8lemépér
firmir pélmér vulamir ghlemér
firmé¥s p€lmés vulamé&4 gdleméd

Note that in the written language the 3rd p. sg. and pl. uses front
vocalism regardless of stemn. The dialects also use the expected
-,

Some examples of the use of this tense are the following.

anmipir let’s not descend, go down
(205, 18)

filemren kuraymin you will not be able to see
him in the future (205, 15)

xd8ne il&n Which one will you take?
(204, 38)

kuraymdn you will be unable to see me
(205, 24)

es& kaydn-i Will you go?

es& kirek f4ta yarsan ta I shall go wherever you

kaydp may send me (203, 2)

tupaydn-i Will you be able to find them?
{204, 7)

epé vié yufen késenep I shall whinny three times
(205, 22-23)

sana ardmu titd your wife will seize you
(205, 22)

pallama titip I shall hire you for to know. ..
(203, 20)

Preterite Tense

The third tense of the Indicative is the preterite, employing
the tense formant ~R, with the following allomorphs:

a. -r after vowel stems, and after consonants except / Inz/

b. -t after stems in /inr/ !

¢. -& -in the 3rd p. sg. of stems in /I1n ¢/
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Note the similarity of these morphophonemic changes to that of the
locative relational morpheme. To the tense formant, personal
endings very similar to the possessive morphemes are added.
Some persons speculate that these formations like the preterite
arose from an original noun, in this case, in -r, to which reduced
personal pronouns were added, thus “my writing, my written thing”
becomes “I wrote, I have written.”

This tense indicates a clearly past action, not relative to any
other past, thus, being more like a perfect tense: I have seen,
have written. It is an eye-witness tense, used by persons who
know about the event first-hand, rather than a narrative tense, in
which the event is merely reported by another. The preterite is
used for vivid description, and is called the past categorical by the

Chuvash grammar writers. The forms are the following:

vulardm Efler&m Sirtdim kiltém
vulardn &blerén girtdn kiltén
vularé& délerd Sir&é kil&é&
vular&mir éflerémér dirtdmdr kilt&€mér
vulardr E§lerdr firtdr kiltér
vularéé ¥blerd¥s fir &4 kils¥é

The negative conjugation of the preceding uses the -ma- allo-
morph of the negative morpheme. Note that since it is added after
the stem, and before the tense formant, there are only two variants,
front and back.

vulamarim  &Slemer&m girmardm kilmerém
vulamardn g8lemerén Sirmardn kilmerén
vulamaré glemerd firmaré kilmeré
valamarfmir &8lemerémér §irmarimir kilmer&mér
vulamarir &6lemerér §irmardr kilmeré&r
vulamaré&$ &8lemerdd Sirmarés kilmeré&4

Examples of various verbs in this tense may be given as follows:

tupré he found tuprdn you have found
{them)

péitdn you knew pitand& he has hidden
himself

itlemeré he did not obey tuprdr-i Did you find

thim) ?
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fdrerén you travelled
kilemerém I did not come

savi pallardn

savd pé&ltén
pitantartim

tupaymarimir

vil sire paliard

terém I said
titré he seized

you have recognized that one
{203, 29)

you have known her (203, 36)

I have caused {them) to be
hidden (204, 24)

we were unable to find (him)
(204, 32)

he recognized you (204, 34)

Verb stems ending in -r in this tense have two subclasses, for
which no conditions of assignation have as yet been discovered.
The first subclass retains ~-r in all forms of this tense, thus:

kurt¥mir
kurdé
esir kurtdr-i

we did see it (205, 40)
he saw it {205, 38)
did you see it {205, 39)

The members of the second subclass, however, drop the -r of the
stem before the morpheme of the -R preterite. There are about

ten common stems in this class.

frequent occurrence.

yér-
kér -
kiir -
par-
per-
pir-
tir -
xur-
#¥r-~
yar-

They are the following verbs of

to weep

to enter

to bring

to give

to throw, shoot

to go

to stand

to place, put

to urinate

to send, leave, let, release

Some examples of formations are the following.

mana Turd ulma
pad¥

ya&é
yamar&

God has given me an apple
{204, 13)

he let me go (202,17)
he did not let him go (202, 16)
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yamas&é he did not let go (202, 16)
{(past habitual tense)

esé finna Iéta yutdn where did you put the man?

{205, 34)
laga nummay tavladsa the horse stood there strug-
tize gling fiercely (205, 40)
lada 8fvarma kardm I went to water the horses
(202, 14)
ag8¥% vara §ime k¥&né& his father then came in to
eat (203, 2)

In folktales, the verb /kay-/ to go, also loses -y- before the mor-
" pheme of the preterite tense. In the literary language of today, it
does not: /kayré/.

No explanation of this phenomenon has as yet been advanced,
Some other common verbs ending in -r do not participate in this
change, as:

lar- to sit, dwell, be
tar- to run
kur- to see

UNIT TEN

Secondary past tenses of the Indicative:

a. Durative past in ~ttim

b. Past in the Future: -ni + pul-

c. Past of the preterite: -se + -tt&m
The Morpheme -£&€ ‘was’

The Durative Past

The past imperfective or past iterative seems to function es-

| sentially as a past tense to the durative, as regards its function
{but not its formation). As the durative indicates action extending
in the present, the durative past, as we shall call it, indicates an
action extending in the past, like the imperfect of Western Euro-
pean languages. It may thus frequently and conveniently be trans-
lated by forms such as “I was reading, I was writing.™ It indicates
incompleted action. The tense formant is the morpheme -tt-,
arising from the verb tir- ‘to stand, to be,’ thus, “I stand and
;work” > I was working.
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vulattim Ehlettdm dirattim pélettdm
vulattin Ehlettén firattdn pélettén
vulat&é Ehletsd firatld pélet&d
vulattfmir  ¥4lett&mr firattimir pélett&émér
vulatt{r Eflettér firattir plettér
vulatd¥s Ehletdés firatd&s péletdésd

The negative forms to the above are the following.

vulamast¥m &élemestdm girmastim pélmestdm

vulamastin  &§lemestén firmastin p¥lmest¥n

vulamasté&  E8lemestdd firmastéd pélmestéd

vulamastimir &dlemestdémir firmastimdr p&lmest¥mér

vulamastir Eflemestdr firmastir p&lmestér

vulamasti¥§ £dlemestisd firmasti®8  pdlmestiéd
Past in the Future

Just as the durative has its past, so too can the future have a
past. This tense, commonly called the future perfect, refers to
an action that will be past at some future time, thus, if one year
from now, I can say “I have taught five years,” then now, that is
expressed as "I shall have taught five years” (in a year from now).
This tense is not a native Chuvash formation, but has obviously
been introduced on the model of those found in other languages.

Its form, too, is not one employing stem changes or root mor-
phemes, but merely one of juxtaposition of forms. It is little used,
and no instance is found in our reading selections. It is made by
adding to the stem the invariable morpheme { nA}, followed by the
verb pul- ‘to be, become’ in the future tense.

epé& kayn¥ puldp “I shall be one who has gone,”
“I shall have gone’

es& kayn¥ puldn you will have gone

vl kaynd pul& he will have gone

epir kaynd puldpdr we shall have gone

esir kaynd puldr you will have gone

vésem kayni pulé$ they will have gone

If a verb with front vowels is used, as il- 'to take, buy,’ the cor-
responding form iln&€ ‘taken, bought' is substituted. This form in
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. -nd/-n¥ will be discussed shortly at length. The negative to this
~i8 in -mAn, as /kayman/ or /ilmen/, viz. ep& kayman puldp “I
" shall not have gone.” Since the formation is invariable, no ad-
ditional listings will be given here.

' Past Preterite

The preterite too may have its own past, which the Chuvash
grammarians callthe ‘long-past categorical.' Although not connected
in form with the preterite proper, its function seems to place it here
as a sort of pluperfect, being used to denote an action which went on
in the past before the completion of another action also in the past.
Like the preterite, this too is an eyewitness tense. It actually a-
rises from a compounding of the main root morpheme with the co-
© ordinate gerund in ~-sa (a feature to be taken up shortly), to which
the formation -tt¥m (etc.) of the past durative is then added. In
' the negative formation, note that the allomorph -ma- occurs before
the morpheme -sa~-. This tense too is a rather artificial one, and
seldom seen.

vulasattim gflesettém firsattim pélsettém
vulasattin &8lesettEn Sirsattin pélsettén
vulasalé&d Ehlese Bl firsad&E pElsedid
vulasattimdir &élesett¥mir  firsattfmir pélsettémér
vulasattir gélesettér f§irsattir pélsettér
vulasal3¥s ¥Slesed¥s f1rsadc¥s pélseddds

The negative formation is as follows.

vulamasattim Zilemesettém Sirmasattim  p¥lmesettém
vulamasattin &8lemesettdn  firmasattin pélmesettén
vulamasa&&¥ gflemesedd¥  firmasadd¥ pSlmesed&d

vulamasattimir &flemesettEmér frirmasattimir p&lmesettEmir
vulamasattir &8lemesettdr firmasattdr pélmesettér
vulamasa8&¥s €dlemesedl¥f Sirmasal¥¥d  pElmeselldd

The Morpheme -&&& ‘was’

The morpheme —_§_§_€_§_ has the meaning of “was, were,” and may
be added to many stems to give the additional emphasis that some-
thing ie completed, or in the past. It is exactly equivalent in ori-
gin, meaning and usage to the -di of Turkic languages. It may be
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attached to the nouns pur and é_u_k_ to yield Erééé “there was, there %
were” and $uk¥Z “there was not, there were not.” Note that in the
case of several tenses, the 3rd p. sg. ends in -&&, which is more
properly considered part of the tense formation.

The morpheme &&& occurs regularly as a free variant with
zero in the past preterite and the past durative, viz.!

dirattdmece f1rsattdmEcE
d1ratt¥nddd SirsattdindEg
{f1ratdé) {8irsadd¥)
grrattimEr3&E firsatt¥mdr¥&&
grirattir & Sirsattird&d
(Giratidd) {S1rsati&s)

As the same formation is added to front and back words alike, and .
to the negative forms, there is no need to give a separate listing ‘
here.

The formation may be a bit clearer if we paraphrase it into
rather long~-winded English, giving its literal meaning as:

“I was one who was working”

you were one who was working

he is one who was working
{etc.)

“I was one who had been working”
{etc.)

UNIT ELEVEN

Present participle {(nomen actoris) in -kan
Past participle (nomen perfecti) in -n
Future participle (nomen futuri) in -as
Infinitive (nomen concretum) in ~ma
Nomen necessitatis in -malla

Ppove

Present Participle (Nomen actoris)

As briefly observed previously, Chuvash does not have relative
clauses of the sort “The man, who is reading the book, said so.”
Instead, this function is handled by a number of verbal nouns cor-
responding to the participles of other languages. The first of these ,;
is the present participle, or nomen actoris, which is made from a
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verbal stem plus the morpheme {{A)kAn}. Since it is a noun, it
may occur in various cases and in the possessive and plural. It
denotes the person doing customarily or presently the action of the
verb. Thus, it frequently refers to occupations or professions, as
well as temporary practices. It may be subject, modifier or object.

vulakan reader, one who reads, the
reading one

&nt& kileken etem ‘the now coming man' = the
man who i8 coming now

§1va kiirteken Ioann ‘causing to go into water
John’ = John the Baptist

tira akakan a grain-sower, the one
sowing grain

§inna pulifdkan éin a philanthropist (‘a man-
helping man’)

esir yulakan yurd ‘the you singing song’ = the
song which you are singing

dey Eheken EadXk the tea-drinking cup {obvious«

ly, not the cup which is
drinking tea, but the cup
for the purpose of tea-drink-

ing)
vulakan Zardn&é the reader stopped
per vitdr yAlaé an oak thirty fathoms in cir-
favrinakan yuman cumference (lit. ‘revolving

around') (203, 11)

The nomen actoris may have an object of its own, and it in turn
may be the modifier of another word, or the object of another word,
as

yxulana kayakan §ul the road leading to the city
It may occur with possessive endings, as in these examples:
§irakanni firat, the writer writes, the reader

vulakanni vulat reads (lit. ‘its writing-one
writes’)
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puélakanni es& pult{n, “Its beginning one you were;
véilekenni - epé its finiehing one, I” = You
started it but I finished it.

This form may occur in all cases, and ita formation is absolutely .
regular. "

vulakan &éleken vulakansem
vulakandn &élekenén vulakansenén
vulakana &élekene vulakansene
vulakanta éflekente vulakansende
vulakantan &dlekenten vulakansenden
vulakanpa &§lekenpe vulakansempe

The morpheme -&&& may also be affixed:
es¥ yafata stat'ya you used to write newspaper
$1rakandEd articles (‘you were one who

was writing articles’)

The negative is made with the morpheme { mAn}:

vulaman not reading, one who does
not read, a non-reader

kué kurman éin ‘a non-eye-seeing man' > a
blind man

#1vra putman yapalasem things which do not sink in
water, unsinkables

erey &dmen fin a non-wine-drinking man,
teetotaler
pé€lmenten an 1yt don't ask a man who doesn't

know (note ablativel)

There is in addition an older form of this noun without the k, and
ending in -an/-en. It is met today in a few fixed phrases, as:

yuyanfiv ‘ ‘flowing water’ = river
véden kaydk ‘flying bird' = fowl, bird
édren ul ‘going, travelling road’ =

well-trodden path
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. Past Participle (Nomen perfecti)

, This form is of extremely wide application. It is chiefly a

. narrative and abstract participle, and functions in general like the
' preceding form, in that it occurs as a modifier and as a predicate.
From its latter usage as a predicate, many grammarians, both
Chuvash and Western, treat it like a tense. Although it is super-
ficially like a tense, it differs from them in not having any per-
sonal endings. Yet, it differs from the nouns, and the foregoing
nomen actoris in that it does not occur in different persons (except
as a special formation with the 3rd p. sg. suffix). Like other
nouns, it may take the past morpheme -&&&, thus making it a sort
of past form of itself. It is a non-eyewitness form, and when used
predicatively in its tense-like function, it is chiefly found in nar-
rative style, especially of folktales. The ending is -ni/-n&, and
does not vary for person. Before this morpheme, monosyllabic
verb stems in -r employ their stem alternant without -r.

epé vuland I was a reader, Iam one who
read; I read (past)

epd p&ln& I was a knower, I am one who
knew, I knew

é1n kurnd the man saw

kurni £in the seen man, i.e., the man
who was seen AND the man
who saw

es& kurnd etem ‘your seen man' = the man

whom you saw
kilné etem the man who came

varmanti pisdk tipné a big oak which has dried
yuman out in the forent (206, 22)
pitannd §&rten tuprdn  you have found their hidden
place, i.e., their hiding
place, place they hid in
{204, 37)

ardmé yand titnd his wife went and held him
{= began to hold him)
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mandn x€ré tildya from having left my daughters
xivarnisin as widows, because you
left them as widows

Note that both active and passive may be inferred from this form,
depending on the context:

kurnd éin the man who saw, the man
who was seen
kurman iltmen din a man who was neither seen

nor heard; a man who did
not see or hear

The negative to this morpheme is in -mAn, which thus coincides

formally with that of the preceding nomen actoris. Both positive

and negative forms may occur in different cases and in possessive
_forms, of the 3rd p. only.

p&€lmen sdmay an unknown word, a word one
didn’'t know
demyisem péri te not one of the family-mem-
sismen bers noticed

laSasem 5iv €é§menten  owing to the horses’ not
drinking water

kayal kaynine kursassin when they saw Lazybones
coming (206, 27)
kayal v€sem kulnddé& Lazybones grew angry from

éilenné& their having laughed
yulnd ke the one who has remained
(207,29)

In the possessive of the 3rd p. sg., with the suffix -i, this
form is used as a verbal noun in -ni, which may then occur in
different cases.

ké&neke vulani usill¥ book reading is useful
(*book its reading useful’)
tabak turtnine siyenlé  tobacco smoking is harmful,
tedse they say
vulani reading, the act or occupa-~

tion of reading
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tirddni

epir tavladnine 31tir
aydy xSvel kur&é

anday afa ladl kalanine
itlemen

xu savnine par

xdyne &up tunine kst
gisné

Future Participle (Nomen futuri)

.
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the trying, striving, endeav-
or, attempt

the stars, moon and sun saw
us fighting (205, 38)

however, the boy did not
obey the horse’s talking
(what the horse had said)

give the one you love, your
loved one (202, 7-8)

she felt somewhat herself
having been kissed {(205,11)

The formation of this noun is not difficult: to the stem of the

word -{A)s is added, thus:

vulas

péles

viras vyt
pulas vEydt

kiles &ul
kalas simay

&nté k¥rd tdvas puld

one who will read, that which
is to be read, which will
be read

what will be known, one who
will know

the time to harvest

future tense (‘the going-to-
become time')

the coming year

the words (I am) going to
say

now there will be the making
into a son-in~law (= now
we shall make you my son-~
in-law)

The negative of this form employs the -mAs- allomorph of the

negative morpheme, thus, kilmes ‘not going to come,’ or yurlamas

‘not going to sing.’ In today's language, however, this usage is
relatively rare. Instead, the postposed negative word mar is
employed, or the word §uk ‘there is none.’
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ep& temterle kayas mar I said (I was) one who will
terém not go at all (205, 35-.36)

The nomen futuri may also be used predicatively, with or with-
out pronoun.

epé péles 1 will know, I should know
kayas, atte I'll go, father (203,1) lit.
‘there will be a going'
d4ta pitanas Where is one to hide? (204, 27)
yeple péles How to know? = How is one
to know that? (203, 25}
yeple tupas How to find? = How is one

to find her? (204, 10)

The future participle is also frequently used with the no-—caned
purposive case denoted by the morpheme -/8§3n/, meaning “for,
for the purpose of.” This combination functions like the infinitive
of European languages in many ways. Note that in pronunciation
the combinations -s&- or §§ become -&§-,

appana kurasdin ep& I came here for the seeing
kunta kilt&ém of my sister, to see my
sister
ada Savay anassin the boy was for descending
pulnd there (anyway), the boy

wanted to go down there
{205, 19-20)
ku yére kayala that girl was not for going to
kayas&in pulman the Lazybones, did not want
to go to Lazybones (207,41)

Infinitive (Nomen concretum) in -ma

This form, which other writers have called the infinitive {and
Ashmarin the supine), is a standard verbal noun formed from any
stem with the morpheme {~mA}. It is frequently translated into
English with a form (gerund) in -ing. It does not refer to any
mood, tense, person or number, but to the action in a nominal
sense. There is no negative form.




yurla
yurlama

vdl yurlama yavas
mana tupma yusat
vutf tiyeme yat&rlend

vl #1v £sma annd
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to sing

singing, the act or practice
of singing

he loves singing, he loves
to sing

he orders me to find (them)
(204, 10)

he readied the loading of
firewood {207, 5)

he went down to draw water
{206,4)

This form frequently has a purposive connotation, “for, for to,

in order to, for the purpose of doing so.”

pérre ama#& §iva kayma once his mother ordered

yudnk

éav starik lafisene
#ivarma annd

adi€ vara fime kéné

akd tird akakan akma
tuxnd
kartana laSa titma

kaynd
pallama pirsan

going for (the purpose of
getting) water (206, 2)

that old man went down to
water (in order to water)
hie horses (202, 3)

then his father came in to
eat (203,2)

1o, a sower went out to sow
[Mark IV,3] (209, 5)

he went into the herd to catch
a horse (203,6)

when he went in order to
recognize (203, 33-34)

Although there is no negative, this form may occur with the

privative morpheme -sdr, viz.:

nummay&Zen kaymasir he stood for a long time

tina
Edtaymasdr

without going (206, 17)

inability to restrain
{204, 15, 21)
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ardmé tepér kas the next night his wife lay
Srvirmasir siylasa and watched without sleep-
virtnd ing [183,1]

Nomen necessitatis }_:_1_ -malla

The so~called obligatory noun, or noun of necessity, is formed '
from the verbal noun in ~ma by the addition of the old directive
morpheme ~lla, which we previously e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>